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_^More protection urged after PC is battered with iron bar 

Folice patrols 


to be armed 


with CS gas 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

Police patrol officers are ex- 
pected lobe armed with CS gas 
sprays by the summer as part 
of a national trial, it emerged 
yesterday. 

Hie news emerged as a chief 
constable called for greater 
protection for his officers, after 
fern of them were injured in two 
separate attacks in Birmingham 
by armed gangs. In one case a 
policewoman had her skull frac- 
tured after being hit with an iron 
bar. 

In another incident yesterday, 
four people were stabbed at a 
job centre in Kent — including 
one man left with a carving knife 
embedded in his head - when 
a woman went on the rampage. 

The use of CS sprays wall be 
discussed at an Association of 
Chief Police Officers* (ACPO ) 
meeting in three weeks. Mem- 
bers are expected to give the go- 
ahead to street trials of 
hand-held spray canisters that 
are carried on an officer’s belt 
and can incapacitate an at- 
tacker within .seconds. 

Trials were planned if? IS po- 
lice forces last year but serious 
problems cast doubts on the fu- 
ture of such sprays. Testing was 
halted after a Metropolitan Po- 
lice instructor needed hospital 
treatment for burns to his eyes 
after being sprayed by CS gas. 
Civil liberties groups have ar- 
gued that notenough is known 
about the side-effects of the 
sprays and that their use is un- 
necessary. 

However, a report by 
ACPO s Self Defence, Arrest 
.and Restraint sub-committee 
will tell this month’s meeting of 
police chiefs that the problems 
have now been overcome. 


Street trials are expected to 
stan. in the summer after die re- 
training of officers. The light- 
weight 3in-long canister has a 
range of around 3ft. 

CS is a white powder which 
affects the tear glands and 
mucus-secreting areas of the 
face, causing watering eyes, 
sneezing, and coughing. 

Ann Widdecombe.” Home 



Sk ftonaid Kacffteid: 'Need to 
protect officers is now dear* 

Office Minister, said yesterday 
that the need for police to be 
issued with an incapacitant 
spray was accepted, and sug- 
gested it was up to chief con- 
stables to get them to the 
officers on the beat She said: 
“1 am keen they should be 
made available.” 

The use of “pepper" sprays 
has been effectively shelved af- 
ter a Home Office study warned 
that people with breathing 
problems and pregnant women 
could be at danger. In the past 
year, officers have been given 
new, longer batons and many 
forces provide protective vests. 


Police chiefs yesterday point- 
ed to two attacks against con- 
stables in Birmingham as 
examples of why officers need- 
ed further protection. In the ear- 
ly hours of yesterday morning, 
during a call to a suspected bur- 
glary in Birmingham, PC Vanes- 
sa Greening. 22, was hit over the 
head with an iron bar as she 
went to help 30-year-old PC Jon 
Jackson, who was lying uncon- 
scious after being struck with a 
sledgehammer. 

PC Greening was recovering 
in hospital yesterday and PC 
Jackson received six stitches to 
an arm wound. 

Sir Ronald Hadfieid. the 
Chief Constable of West Mid- 
lands Police, said: “My fear is 
that it will take the death of an 
officer before measures axe 
taken to give my officers pro- 
tection. The only answer in the 
slow march towards arming all 
police is the introduction of 
some form of incaparitalor 
such as CS gas or pepper which 
is used in .America.” 

Sir Ronald said extra pro- 
tection was needed for the po- 
lice because assaults on officers 
were .up five per cent on Iasi 
year. He pointed to the current 
nationwide knives amnesty' as 
evidence of the growing prob- 
lem of violence. He also re- 
ferred to the attack at a 
Birmingham supermarket five 
days ago in which ten people 
were seriously injured by a man 
who ran amok with three 
knives. 

In the second incident in 
Birmingham yesterday, two of- 
ficers received injuries when 
they were attacked by' a five- 
man gang brandishing knives, 
including a seven inclT blade. 

Eight men were helping 
police with inquiries. 



In the line of duty: PC Vanessa Greening recovers after being hit over the head with an 
iron bar as she went to the aid of a colleague during a call to a suspected burglary 


Perks bonanza 
for investors 



RUSSELL HOTTEfl 

Almost* 11,500 Raiftrack em- 
ployees are in line for a.wfndr- 
fall in May after the 
Government announced it was 
pressing ahead with the com- 
pany's £2bn privatisation, de- 
spite fierce opposition. 

Private investors will get at 
least 30 per cent of the shares 
and are being promised special 
discounts, which the Govern- 
ment hopes will ensure the 
success of one of its most im- 
portant privatisations yet. 

The Government had said il 
aimed to sell Rail track during 
spring 1996, and yesterday Sir 
George Young, transport sec- 
retary, published outline details 
of the timetable. 


. As with last year's sale of 
shares in PowerGen and Na- 
tional Power, the public offer 
will only be conducted through 
Share Shops, run by banks, 
building societies, stockbrokers 
and Other financial fir ms 

The sell-o ff will be proceed- 
ed by a £4m marketing cam- 
paign in March, during which 
key financial details will be re- 
leased. As with past privatisa- 
tions, private investors will pay 
for shares in two instalments. 

Shares offered to the public 
will be priced at a discount to 
those for city institutions, and 
there will be special incentives 
for Rail track employees, in- 
cluding free shares worth £160. 
They will also be entitled to £2 
of shares for each year of ser- 



Bob Horton: Hie employees 
are set for sell-off windfall 

vice, plus two free shares for 
every one bought, up to a max- 
imum value of £250. 

City films will tender through 
a separate offer in which they 
will have to bid for shares be- 
fore knowing the final price. De- 
spite Labour threats to de-rail 
the sale of Rail track, which 
owns the track, signalling and 
stations, the Government is 
keen to secure the sale before 
the next election. Analysts ex- 
pect it to raise about £2bn, 
which could provide tax cuts. 

TURN TO PAGE TWO 


Camelot aims to block 
bid by lottery syndicate 


REBECCA FOWLER 

Camelot. the national lottery 
operator, has warned it will 
shut down ticket terminals if 
rhere is any evidence of an in- 
ternational syndicate trying to 
seize this week's record £40m 
jackpot. 

An Australian syndicate of 
2^00 players, led by a Roman- 
ian mathematics expert, is said 
to be eyeing Britain's lottery, af- 
ter successfully winning first 
prizes and more than £25 m in 
14 lotteries world- wide. 

But the syndicate would need 
to purchase tickets worth £14m 
to cover all possible combina- 
tions of numbers, ft would also 
have to take a significant risk on 
how many individual players will 
come up with the winning com- 
bination, and share a stake in 
the prize. 

A spokeswoman for Camelot 
said that the company was con- 


fident that a major syndicate 
would not succeed, but it was on 
standby for any abnormalities in 
sales for this week’s lottery, 
which are expected to reach 
record levels because of the 
frenzy surrounding the jackpot 

“If there was any evidence of 
a commercial syndicate in action 
we would close down the ter- 
minal straight away, or instruct 
the retailer not to sell any more 
tickets. It would stick out like 
a sore thumb," the spokes- 
woman said. “But the risk of 
sharing the prize, and the lo- 
gistics of buying and filling out 
14 million tickets by band, make 
it difficult if not impossible for 
any attempt of this kind." 

Stefan Mandeb the head of 
the Australian syndicate which 
recently won £I5m in the Vir- 
ginian lottery in the United 
States, has perfected his system 
over 34 years. He first used his 
mathematical knowledge to 


crack the Romanian lottery in 
1964 and escape from its com- 
munist regime to Australia. 

Mr Mandel set up the In- 
ternational Lotto Fund in Mel- 
bourne when he was working as 
an insurance salesman, by per- 
suading customers, including 
many doctors, lawyers and ac- 
countants, to join. The syndicate 
now employs 30 accountants, 
and operates from a large office. 
Last year Mr Mandel said of the 
British lottery: “Not worth the 
effort unless the prize fund 
gets really big.” 

However, even if Mr Mandel 
did pull off a British lottery 
sting, he and his shareholders 
risk not being able to collect 
their prize. Camelot is not liable 
to pay out the jackpot on a tick- 
et that it knows or suspects has 
been resold or otherwise trans- 
ferred by the way of trade. 

Making a killing, page 3 
Winning- ticket odds, page 17 


IX BRfEF 


Mobile moans 

The “consumer’s verdict’’ on 
mobile telephones is that both 
the networks and (he equipment 
are too unreliable. Page 5 

Disney dust-up 

Fighting broke out at 'Disney- 
land Paris when some workers 
tried to go on strike. Page 13 



Married stress 
The wives of executives who are 
made redundant are under 
more strain than their hus- 
bands. Page 7 

England bowled over 

Paul Adams, the lS-year-old 
picked by South Africa for his 
bowling not his batting, yester- 
day probably settled the Test se- 
ries against England. Page 26 

Today’s weather 

Eastern regions will be cloudy 
with a chiBy wind. There will be 
showers in western areas and 
Scotland. Section Two, page 17 


Diet discovery hard to stomach 


DANNY PENMAN 

Scientists may have discovered 
the ultimate recipe for simmers 
- a pill that wfl] fool the body 
into believing it has just enjoyed 
a big meal. 

A team at Hammersmith 
Hospital in London has dis- 
covered that a small protein 
known as GLP-1 is produced 
after rats have eaten a heavy 
meal. The protein stops the 
animals from eating too much. 
When it was blocked by the sci- 
entists, the rats mer-aie. 


Stephen Bloom, professor 
of endocrinology at the hospi- 
tal, says that the mechanism of 
satisfaction is likely to be iden- 
tical in rats and humans, leav- 
ing the way open for a new 
slimming drug. 

’ “ft really won’t be very diffi- 
cult for the pharmaceutical 
companies to produce a 
GLP-1 lookalike that stops the 
bodv from over-eating,” said 
Professor Bloom. The new drug 
would specifically block over- 
consumption - it would not pre- 
vent people maintaining their 


normal body weight. “You 
could make it specific in in- 
creasing satiety, so that after eat- 
ing one steamed pudding you’d 
be able to say: That’s enough 
now’.” 

The new drug would not be 
capable of abuse by anorexics 
or people with similar disorders. 
u It would be quite dangerous to 
develop a dreg that knocked out 
appetite entirety," Professor 
Bloom said. 

But over-eating is more com- 
plex than a simple desire for 
calories, according to Professor 


David Booth, a psychologist 
from Birmingham University. 

“There’s not one thing called 
hunger. It’s very much more 
complex and involves a myriad 
of different sorts, moods and 
psychological mechanisms and 
circuits in the brain. There’s not 
one button a drug could act on.” 
said Professor Booth. 

Cynics might note that there 
is another, easier method of 
fooling the body it has just 
consumed a large meal - it is 
known as eating a Chinese 
takeaway. 
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Concern as 
blood stocks 
plummet 


LOUISE JURY 

Blood stocks in England and 
Whies have fallen to 20 percent 
below the minimum level set by 
the transfusion service last year. 

Managers have blamed the flu 
epidemic and normal Christmas 
full in donations. But some staff 
and donors believe recent con- 
troversies have prompted many 
dooore to stop giving- They also 
suspect managers failed to or- 
ganise supplies quickly enough. 
- Yesterday, slocks stood at 
just over 12,000 units, com- 
pared with 15,000 which blood 
transfusion service officials have 
told staff they would be unhap- 
py to fall beneath. A unit is the 
treated product from a pint of 
blood taken from a donor 

Dr Colin Entwistie, the re- 
cently retired medical director 
of the Oxford Blood Transfusion 
Centre, said: “I think they are 
sailing horribly close to the 
wind for comfort, leaving very 
little room for the unexpected. 
This is a service where you can- 
not safely take the risk of run- 
ning out." 

A blood service insider said 
some areas were “dangerous- 
ly low". Yesterday the Liverpool 
centre held about 530 units 
compared with some 2.000 dur- 
ing September and October. 
“A severe road traffic accident 
can use 90 units, or hundreds of 
them if it's really bad. It is ab- 
solutely diabolical." 

As early as 11 December. 
Austin Gray, chief executive of 
the National Blood Authority's 
western zone, covering Birm- 
ingham. Bristol, Oxford and 
Wessex, warned that its efforts 
to maintain levels were “still 
proving to be inadequate... 
Clearly” the national picture on 
blood stocks is giving grave 
cause for concern." 

Supplies in blood transfu- 
sion centres dropped below the 
15,000-unji level - a day and a 
half’s supplies - on 14 out of 19 
occasions when statistics were 
collated in December. 

When there was concern over 
faulty blood bags in June, the 
service had 14,251 units in slock. 


not enough to allow National 
Blood Authority (NBA) man- 
agers to withdraw all the suspect 
bags straight away. 

One insider said: “The NBA 
are on the record as having stat- 
ed at the beginning of 1995 (hat 
they would aim in general for a 
slock of around 20,000 units and 
would not be happy if it went be- 
low 15,000 units.” 

Sue Kfiroe, of the Merseyside 
and North Whies Donors and 
Patients Association, said a 
shake-up of the service, which 
will downgrade some centres in- 
cluding Liverpool, had angered 
donors. They had also been 
upset by proposals to consider 
commercial sponsorship and by 
reports in the Independent that 



surplus blood products were 
being sold abroad at a profit. 

"The NBA has said the low 
stocks arc down to flu and 
Christmas, but the people I've 
spoken to are just not ghing be- 
cause they are so annoyed." 

The National Blood Author- 
ity yesterday urged donors to 
keep appointments but said 
there was no need for alarm. 

“The first two weeks of Jan- 
uary are notoriously the lowest 
stock levels of the year. WcTc 
collecting what we're being 
asked for by the hospitals." 

Yesterday, the separate Scot- 
tish blood service had three 
days' supplies instead of the four 
or five it prefers to stock, and 
was also appealing for donors. 


Adveniswnnij 


Why Does Your 
Memory 
FailYou? 


A WORLD-FAMOUS 
memory expert, who has 
trained industrialists, 
trades unionists, business- 
men, professional men, 
salesmen, housewives and 
students to improve their 
memories, once said: 

“Many people are embar- 
rassed by a poor memory, 
and find difficulty in concen- 
trating:. whilst others realise 
that they lose business, aca- 
demic and social opportuni- 
ties not only because they 
cannot remember accurately 
everything they see, hear or 
read, but also because they 
cannot think or express their 
thoughts clearly, logically 
and concisely. Some seek 
advice, but many do not, 
mainly because they believe 
their memories cannot be 
improved”. 

Simple Technique 

And yet. he went on to 
explain, he has devised a 
simple technique which can 
improve even the poorest 
memory. What’s more, it can 
even work like magic to give 
you added poise, self-confi- 
dence and greater personal 
effectiveness. Everyone owes 
it to himself to find out more 
about this method. 

Rapid Results 

According to this remark- 
able man, anyone — regard- 
less of his present skill — 
could, in just 20 minutes a 
day. improve his memory 
and concentration to a 
remarkable degree. For 
example, you need never for- 



Forget names, faces? 

get another appointment — 
evert You could learn names, 
faces, facts, figures and for- 
eign languages faster than 
you ever thought possible. 
You may be able to imprint 
whole books on your memory 
after a single reading. You 
could be more successful in 
your studies and examina- 
tions. At parties and dinners 
you may never again be at a 
loss for appropriate words or 
entertaining stories. In fact, 
you could even be more 
poised and self-confident in 
everything you say and do. 

Free 

To acquaint all readers of 
The Independent with the 
easy-to-follow rules for devel- 
oping skill in remembering, 
we, the publishers, have 
printed full details of this 
interesting self-training 
method ia a fascinating 
book, “Adventures in 
Memory”, sent free on 
request. No obligation. No 
salesman will call. Just fill in 
and return the coupon on 
Page 12 i you don’t even need 
to stamp your envelope), or 
write to:- Memory and 
Concentration Studies tDept. 
I DM 76 ). FREEPOST 198, 
Manchester M60 3DL. 


• • • 


lltM .V 






i.- 


t 







2 


THE INDEPENDENT - THURSDAY 4 JANUARY 1996 


news 


Burst pipe claims set to reach £ 500 m 


WILL BENNETT 

Britain’s water companies last 
night promised to get supplies 
back to normal by the weekend 
but up to 100,000 people are still 
having to collect their water 
from tankers and bowsers. In- 
surance experts estimate that 
the total damage caused by 
burst pipes may reach £500 
million. 

The worst-affected area is in 
Northumberland where about 

50.000 people in the towns of 
Ashington and Newbiggin. near 
Morpeth, have had no running 
water for three days. 

In Scotland 12.000 people in 
the Strathclyde region have no 
water, 6^00*of them in the town 
of Airdrie, and the number of 
people in the Grampian region 
with no supplies increased from 

8.000 to 10,000 yesterday. How- 
ever, the situation around the 
country yesterday was a sub- 
stantial improvement on Tues- 
day when several hundred 
thousand people were without 
water because of pipe breakages 
caused by the new-year thaw. 

Jim Conlon. Northumbrian 
Water’s area manager for Ash- 
ington. said yesterday that 
teams would be working flat out 
to restore supplies. He added: 
“We estimate it will be 24 to 36 
hours before we are satisfied 
. that we have got the majority of 
services restored.” 

John Hargreaves. Northum- 
brian's managing director, said 
that the problems had been 
caused by a combination of 
the sudden and rapid thaw, 
and the fact that many bursts 
had occurred in factories and 
and schools dosed for the hol- 
iday, which had necessitated cut- 
ting off supplies. He promised 


that there would be a full review 
“to sec if there is anything we 
can learn", but injected sug- 
gestions that the crisis had any- 
thing to do with privatisation, 
pointing out that Scotland, 
where water is still publicly 
owned, had also been badly hit. 

However, Donald Macgre- 
gor. national water-workers sec- 
retary for the GMB union laid 
the blame for the crisis on the 
privatised companies’ staff cuts. 
He said: “The water companies 
have laid off so many staff that 
there are now only half the 
number of people left in many 
areas of the industry.” 

Both Northumbrian and 
North East Water face a huge 
compensation bill. Each house- 
hold without water can claim 
£10 a day after the first 24 hours, 
which means that that the bill 
for the Ashington and New- 
biggin area alone is likely to be 
about £1 million, and the total 
may be twice that. 

Raymond Robertson, the 
Scottish Office minister, said 
that the Government would 
consider financial help for lo- 
cal authorities in Scotland. Such 
assistance will not be provided 
in England and TNfeles. 

In Strathclyde, services are 
expected to be back to normal 
by the weekend and supplies in 
Lothian should be restored 
within two days. Schools and 
colleges in Grampian, however, 
will not reopen on Monday af- 
ter the holiday period because 
of damage caused to water and 
heating systems. 

OfwaL the water industry 
regulating authority in Eng- 
land and Wales, said yesterday 
that it would be consulting its 
regional committees to see what 
lessons could be learned. 



Thirsty work: Ashington residents drain the last drop from a street-comer butt at the start of a third day without water Photograph: Owen Humphreys 


Staffordshire by-election: Labour dismisses Tory claims of ‘indecent' visit to seat vacated by MP’s death 

MP warns of lure 
of Scargill party 


Prescott hits the campaign trail 


JAMES CUSICK 

At 8 -57am yesterday the New- 
Labour. New Britain sign was 
strategically lowered for the 
television cameras. At 8JSam 
the bouquet of red roses was de- 
livered. At 8.59 iced water was 
poured. At 9am Lahour’s 
deputy leader, John Prescott, ar- 
rived and announced cam- 
had not started in (he 


juth East Staffordshire by- 
election. No one believed him. 

Just before Christmas the 
Conservative MP Sir David 
Lightbown died. ___ 

Mr Prescott arrived in Tam- 
worth dismissing accusations 
by leading Conservatives that 
Labour were acting in a far from 
decent fashion by opening by- 
election discussions so close io 
Sir David's death. 

Once the prop forward of the 
Tory Whips office. Sir David was 
nicknamed “The Enforcer". 
The enforcers reputation 


will doubtless play its part in the 
coming Tory campaign. But Mr 
Prescott played his own role yes- 
terday - “The Terminator", the 
bringer of bad news to the Tory 
faithful in the prosperous Mid- 
lands market town. The Tories 
“are now irrevocably divided" 
both in Parliament and in the 
country. “We intend to max- 
imise the pressure on them at 
every possible occasion," said 
Mr Prescott. 

With a 7,192 Tory majority' 
the by-election should be an- 
other Labour scalp when voting 
takes place, expected to be in 
late March. However Mr 
Prescott was keen to emphasise 
his party would “in no sense be 
complacent". 

In 1992, Sir David’s con- 
stituency increased both its 
Tory vote and overall percent- 
age. Labour organisers admit- 
ted yesterday: “This is going to 
be bloody hard work." 

The sentiments were echoed 


as Mr Prescott and Labour's 
newly NEC-endorsed candi- 
date, local councillor Brian 
Jenkins, went for a stroll in the 
town. 

In front of the town hall's 
statue of Sir Robert Peel, twice 
prime minister in the last cen- 
tury. a group of middle-aged 



John Prescott: Promise to 
put pressure on Tories 


Tory voters gathered and an un- 
official spokesman admitted: 
“Yes there is dissent. Yes there 
is party disunity, yes there are 
mistakes everywhere but the 
bard choice will be our party or 
Labour. The answer will be no 
to Labour " ’ ’ r 

. Yet Labour control both the 
district and county councils. 
The Tories failed to win any 
seats in Tamworth’s last borough 
elections in May. 

For Labour to lose or even 
fail to win well would be a dis- 
aster for Tony Blair. 

In the coming campaign, 
Tamworth's associations with Sir 
Robert Pee! will feature heav- 
ily. In 1834 he effectively re- 
named his party the 
Conservatives and produced 
the first published election ad- 
dress. He laid out the principles 
of his New Conservatism in a 
document distributed to the 
national press, now known as 
the Tamworth Manifesto. 


With the term “Tbiy" dis- 
credited. the manifesto was in- 
tended to unite a divided party 
looking for strong leadership. 
John Major may know just bow 
Sir Robert felL 

. . Last night local Conservatives 
began their choosing their own 
candidate, who will be trying to 
win a by-election for the Tories 
for .the first time.since victory 
in Richmond seven years ago.' 
In the area where Peel tried to 
invent “one. nation" conser- 
vatism, there may yet be prayers 
offered seeking his advice. 

■ Meanwhile, the battle for the 
general election got under way 
today with an advertisement by 
Labour challenging the Tories’ 
claims to economic success. 

The advertisement in the In- 
dependent was intended as a ri- 
poste to Tory advertisements at 
the weekend claiming that 
Britain had been given low in- 
flation and sustainable growth 
under the Conservatives. 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

Left-wing MPs could leave the 
Labour Party to- link- up with 
Arthur Scargfil’s breakaway so- 
daKsLparty after the next elec- 
tion, Aian Simpson, secretary of 
the hard-left Campaign Group 
of Labour MPs, said yesterday. ' 

He disagreed with the timing 
of Mr Scargill’ s move to set up 
a Socialist Labour Party in 
May. “Arthur is wrong that this 
is the defining moment.” But he 
added: “It is posable for today’s 
Labour leadership to take to- 
day’s Labour Parly down a path 
which would split the party. 
That would be of the right’s 
making rather than the left." 

MPs would leave if three 
conditions were fulfilled: “The 
severing altogether of the trade- 
union link, the introduction of 
proportional representation 


and of state funding of politi- 
cal. parties.” 

Advisers to Tony Blair, the 
Labour leader, have discussed 
abolition -of the union- block 
vote, while he has promised a 
referendum on a change to pro- 
portion aLrepwesentatioD (PR^, 
and the party is committed to 
state funding of parties. Mr 
Simpson, MP for Nottingham 
South, believes the union link 
would provide the issue, while 
PR and state funding would 
make a rival party viable. . 

Yesterday a Blair loyalist, 
Kim Howells, Labour MP for 
Pontypridd, urged the party to 
expel the National Union of 
Mmeworkers leader, whom he 
called a “complete megaloma- 
niac”, adding that “if he doesn't 
like the game that the other kids 
have organised, he'll take his 
ball away and start his own. He’s 
always done that”. 


be prudent ► 


get our one year mortgage rate of only 2 - 14 % 
be extravagant ► 


buy a few things you don't really need 
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Maxwell judge 
gives warning 


JOHN W1LLCOCK 

The judge in the long-running 
Maxwell trial told the jury yes- 
terday at the beginning of his 
summing-up that one of the key 
questions (hey must answer is 
how far Kevin Maxwell’s evi- 
dence can be believed. 

Lord Justice Phillips told the 
Old Bailey jury, on day 117 of 
the trial, that all the three de- 
fendants were of good charac- 
ter. However Kevin had told the 
court about lies he told to var- 
ious banks in the prelude to the 
collapse of the Maxwell empire 
in 1991. Kevin bad insisted that 
although he had been forced by 
his father, Robert Maxwell, to 
lie to the banks, everything he 
told the court was true. 

The judge said Kevin had re- 
acted with indignation to sug- 
gestions from me prosecution 
that he bad lied in the witness 
box. The judge said Kevin had 
given evidence for over 20 days. 


“I doubt if there have been 
many criminal cases where the 
jury has had a better opportu- 
nity to study the demeanour of 
a witness." 

Kevin is accused of conspir- 
acy to defraud the Maxwell 
pension funds. Kevin, his broth- 
er Ian, and Larry Trachten- 
berg are accused on a separate 
count of conspiracy to defraud 
the funds. Both the defence and 
prosecution submissions were 
completed before Christmas 
and the summing up - expect- 
ed to last five days - was ad- 
journed until yesterday to allow 
the jury a Christmas break. 

Lord Justice Phillips de- 
fended the jury system against 
accusations that it was inade- 
quate in cases of serious fraud. 
He said 12 ordinary men and 
women bad faced a challenge in 
understanding the workings of 
the City. He said: “What is 
needed at the end of the day is 
common sense". 


Talks with Sinn 
Fein to continue 


COUN BROWN 

Ministers yesterday refused to 
break off contacts with Sinn 
Fein leaders in spite of a call by 
the deputy leader of the Ulster 
LTnionists to bait talks with the 
ERA and Sinn Fein because of 
the wave of killings of alleged 
drug dealers in LOster. 

Officials at the Northern Ire- 
land Office said contacts with 
Sinn Fein were being main- 
tained, and more meetings 
could be held. 

John Taylor’s call for meet- 
ings to be halted caused a split 

in the Ulster Unionists r anks af- 
ter it was repudiated by Ken 
Maginnis, the party’s security 
spokesman. Mr Maginnis said 
it would give the IRA an excuse 
for returning to violence. 

The calf was supported ty An- 
drew Hunter, the pro-Unionist 
chairman of the backbench 
committee of lory WPS on 
Northern Ireland. Mr Hunter 


said there should be a “pause" 
until the killings had stopped. 

Direct Action Against Drugs 
(DAAD) claimed they killed the 
latest victim, Ian Lyons, 31, 
who was shot as he sat in a car 
with his girlfriend outside her 
home at Lurgan, Co Armagh. 

He died later in hospital, the 
seventh man to be murdered 
since April when the shootings 
first started, and the fifth in the 
last month. Sinn Fein’s senior 
representatives involved in talks 
with the British and Irish gov- 
ernments have been urged to 
disown the campaign of blood- 
shed in nationalist areas. 

Hie party insists there is no 
proof of ERA involvement in the 
latest shooting. 

The Government’s refusal to 
heed the call underlines John 
Major’s determination not to al- 
low the peace process to be 
pushed off course by his possi- 
ble reliance on the Unionists to 
remain in power for a full term. 


IX BRIEF 


Footballers accused 
of fixing matches 

The footballers Bruce Grobbe- 
laar and Hans Segets, former 
player John Fashanu. and a 
Malaysian businessman, Heng 
Suan Un, appeared before- 
Southampton magistrates*yes- 
terdav charged in connection 
with alleged match-fixing. • 

Mr Grobbelaar is charged 
with accepting £40,000 from Mr 
Fashanu as a reward for influ- 
encing the result of a Newcas- 
tle v Liverpool game cm 21 
November 1993. Newcastle won 
3-0 Mr Segets is accused of ac- 
cepting £19,000 from Fashanu 
as a reward for fixing the match 
between Liverpool and Wim- 
bledon on 22 October 1994 
which Liverpool won 3-0. Mr 
Fashanu is charged with giving 
the plavers the money, and all 
four defendants are accused of 
conspiring to fix matches. 

The charges were brought 
under the Prevention of Cor- 
ruption Act 1906. The four 
men were bailed to appear at a 
committal bearing on IS 
March. 


Stonehenge pair 
fight conviction 

Two people convicted under the 
Criminal Justice .Act for com- 
memorating the 19S5 “Battle of 
the Beanfield" at Stonehenge 
began their appeals at Salisbury 
Counrv Court yesterday. 

Dr Margaret Jones, a uni- 
versity lecturer, and Richard 
Uoyd. a student, were convict- 
ed in October of Trespassaiy As- 
sembly. The provisions of the 
1994 Criminal Justice and Pub- 
lic Order Act were designed to 
prevent gatherings of 20 people 
or more at places such as Stone- 
henge during the summer sol- 
stice. Dr Jones and Mr Lloyd ‘ 
claimed then and now that 
there were only 19 people pre- 
sent and the eourt was shown 
video footage which appeared 
to support their case. 

Driver accused 

A 26-ycar-old lorn- driver was 
charged with causing death hv 
dangerous driving after a colli- 
sion in which three member* : •!’ 
a family died on a Christ. *na> 
ou ting. David Hogarth, -i 1 . j po- 
lice inspector, and hi- v .nv 
Matthew, 12. and .Andrew. 10. of 
Ripley, Derbyshire, died from 
injuries suffered in the acciJo’it 
near Buxton on 22 Decemh r. 
The unnamed dri\ er if. > in n- 
lice bail and will appear be! re 
magistrates on 8 Januar. . 

Tourist record 

Britain is on target to hre:- its 
annual record for the nut ?er 
of tourists coming from abi !-d. 
according to the Central j- 
tistical Office. Latest figure: or 
October 1995, show "that ue 
number of foreign tou risk *>. 
iting ihe UK in' the first 'n 
months of last year total d 
just over 20 million - 1 1 per i\ u 
up on the January to Oclob r 
1994 total and the annual 
record of 21 million set in 1 9% 
is almost certain to fall. 

Sky chief 

Stuart Prebble, controller of fac- 
tual programmes at the 1TV 
Network Centre, has been ap- 
pointed chief executive nf 
Granada Sky Broadcasting, the 
Sky and Granada joint venture 
to launch eight satellite han- 
nels this year. 

Train derailed 

Up to 200 rail commuters bad 
to walk to safety last night af- 
ter their train was derailed. 
The train, the 6.13pm from 
King's Cross to Cambridge, 
was derailed about 100 yards 
outride the London station. 
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Brady’s legal challenge 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

Ian Brady is seeking to launch 
the first High Court challenge 
of a Press Complaints Com- 
mission ruling over a Sun arti- 
cle headlined “Well-fed face of 
evil child murderer". 

The feature, illustrated with 
long-lens photographs of Brady, 
began: “This is the new face of 
Moors murderer Ian Brady — 
bloated by soft living in a cushy 
hospital. The evil child-killer 
feasts on a choice of menus in- 
cluding steak and salmon.” 

The article last July claimed 
that Brady, who was sentenced 
(o life in 1966 for killing five chil- 


dren with Myra Hindley, was 
“no longer the gaunt figure he 
used to be" and compared Ash- 
worth hospital in Merseyside to 
a top hotel. “He has a five-star 
room with his own key, access 
to a swimming pool, multi-gym, 
library, tennis courts and a 
football pitch," it added. 
Charles Kaye, chief executive of 
the Special Hospitals Service 
Authority which runs Ashworth, 
immediately sought permission 
from Brady to complain to the 
commission over the article. He 
believed the article flouted its 
codes on privacy, particularly re- 
garding long-lens pictures. 

However, the managing ed- 
itor of the Sun, William New- 


man, defended the paper in a 
letter which argued: “Public 
interest demands that we 
should continue to monitor the 
progress of such evil people 
through our prison and secure 
hospital establishments." 

The PCC upheld the Sun in 
a ruling which Mr Kaye says 
mirrors the tabloid's own de- 
fence. “As well as being a patient 
at Ashworth, Ian Brady is also 
a notorious child murderer — 
a matter in itself which justifies 
scrutiny of him in the public in- 
terest." The adjudication has 
triggered Brady’s legally-aided 
High Court challenge to the 
Commission - the first in its 
five-year histoiy. 


Privatisation windfall 
for Railtrack workers 


FROM PAGE ONE 

The Labour Party’s transport 
spokesman, Brian Wilson, said 
he would secure support from 
MPs of all parties to oppose the 
sale: “Nobody should be in any 
doubt about Labour’s commit- 
ment to retaining the railway 
infrastructure in public owner- 
ship and with full public ac- 
countability. 

“Anyone who invests in Rail- 
track, in the death days of this 
Government, will be under no 
illusions about Labours posi- 
tion. It is a high-risk prospec- 
tus and there arc certainly going 


to be no rich pickings for thos 
who get involved. 

“There is no future for in 
vestors m supporting the uueri 
unwanted sale of Railtrack." 

_ SBC Warburg, financial ad 
viser to the Department o 
Transport, would reveal nothing 
about Rafitrack's prospectivi 
value or price. Railtrack Grou| 
Pic, as it will be known, owns 

23,000 miles of track. 2^01 
passenger stations, 1.000 tunnel 
and 90.000 bridges. 

Threejafl-eqiHpmeiil leasinj 
companies have already beei 
sold and three freight com pa 
mes are still up for sale. 
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winning formula: Irish syndicate reveal the painstaking method for beating the odds 


How to make a killing on the lottery 

^eccafowur 




ish account*^ t S ' a ^K-Pol- 
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ere tore across Ireland. ^ 
AJ though Irish lottery chieft 
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‘Acne’ 
drug may 
relieve 
Gulf War 
sickness 


Mr Klincewicz, who knows 
Stefan Mandel, head of the 
Australian syndicate allegedly 
considering a sting on the 
British lottery this week, said 
yesterday that he would not 
even attempt such an operation 
onihis week's £40m jackpot 
“It's incredibly risky. The 
problem^ from a statistical point 
of \iew is that there should be 
seven, eight or nine winners in 
Saturday night's draw," he said. 

“The United Kingdom lottery 
has been designed to stop this 
son of thing going on, so that 
even if you buy ad the tickets. 

ris k is still enormous. 
Whereas with the Irish lottery, 
there was also a £100 prize for 
matching four numbers which 
mean investors were always go- 
,n S to get a 75 per cent return." 

After his coup. Mr Klince- 
w >cz laid out the game-plan for 


i£y 

■ .*? • ^raeppr, 335^ 


Just the ticket Rollover frenzy is building up the jackpot fund 


the perfect lottery ploL First, the 
Irish syndicate raised the mon- 
ey to cover the tickets, and 
passed it on lo a firm of ac- 
countants to bank. It then set up 
offices in a central location to 


co-ordinate the ticket-buying. 
Pay-sJips were collected in 
batches from shops over a pe- 


riod of a week in an attempt to 
prevent a sudden influx. They 
were filled out at headquarters. 


and the syndicate started re- 
cruiting teams of ticket-buyers. 
“You don’t advertise for people. 
You just get them by word of 
mouth." Nlr Klincewicz said. 

A selection of hotel rooms 
were then booked across the 
country, and the money for the 
tickets put into banks nearby. 
The job of getting tickets in- 
putted then began and the syn- 
dicate lay bets of nearly 
£900,000 in two days before it 
was stopped by officials. “You 
choose machines where you 
don't get in the way of other 
people who are bin-tag tickets." 
Mr Klincewicz said. 

The loitep- organisers 
became suspicious when they 
noticed shops normally selling 
less than £1.000 worth of tick- 
ets daily suddenly , recording 
sales of £15.000 in' a morning. 

Once the tickets were pur- 


chased they were taken back to 
the headquarters and kept in se- 
cure storage. “When you've 
got the ticket, you just sit back 

and enjoy the show," Mr 

Klincewicz said. But the biggest 
risk for any syndicate, is 
whether regular players will 
aicr> have co me up with the win- 
ning combination through luck. 

Although Mr Klincewtez’s 
syndicate - which included a 
barrister, business executives 
and a roof contractor - had the 


leaving it with Ir£568.68Z al- 1 
though it scooped another 
lr£400.000 from mopping up 
secondary prizes. 

Mr Klincewicz has subse- 
quently set up a series of other 
syndicates hum his parent com- 
pany, that bears the logo "A i 
chance to Dream". 1 


Circus in pole position at Albert Hall Ecstasy 

teenager 
to make 
full 

recovery 


JOHN MCKIE 


In his time wit the 10lst US 
Airborne Divion, Sergeant 
Tom Hare used > go on 25-mile 
road marches nth a rucksack 
on his back. The in September 
1990, he went t the Gulf Whr. 
On returning oiApril 1993 , Sgl 
Hare was unabrio pick up tus 
fifteen-pound hoy daughter. 

Sgt Hare, nut 34. was in a 
wheelchair, sufired blackouts, 
and had to sleeptanding up for 
four years due* what he be- 
lieves was the cidition known 
as Gulf ttbrSyaome (GWS), 
which mannes many symp- 
toms including ironic fatigue, 
sore arms, meory loss and 
blurred eyesig- No cure has 
been found ft the disorder 

• which has affec l at least 4,000 
'•British Gulf verans and more 

* ’ line US. 

.l-^antj^Qlj^s now ^ auj 

balking and ha&ade an almost 
bill recovery al that, he be- 
lieves, is due f the antibiotic 
aiaxjxydiDc. p scribed to him 
by Californian laobiokrgist Dr 
Howard Urnrnz- Jn a presen- 
tation to srier.sts in London 
yesterday, the dstor said: “This 
antibiotic is dug a very good 
job ofstoppinc/re progression 
of diseases caud by Gulf War 
Syndrome." . 

Di-txycyclimwas prescribed 
to Sgi Hare an his wife Chris- 
tine, a former arse in the Gulf 
who also sufferd from the syn- 
drome. Both -4im the drug has 
absolved the of the pain they 
had suffere *°&r three years. 


They had o^rally been told by 
.'i hospital their home in 


i hospital their home in 
Orange, -s^Blon, that the 

z fn rv.ii — .■- j 1 ’ 


problem 5 . to riliin our mind". 
G kMns Waffc sadV*As long as I 


fgAV lis yafi& sadk"As long as I 
dioxyjyd§ne, Tin fine. 


aiqgcycycqsie, ira one. 
fa be U common amitotic and no 
J It is ger than the jttuff doctors j 
■* Tctice jibe forjridsji ache.” I 

g j toiish doctors, said Dr 
nortitz, wercreluctantto use j 
on^igtecauseit takes sjx-lo- 
j^ople eweeks to take effect But 
\ey axfied: “It would be readily 
■ted-wible, for about £5 a week, 
jlTbest does do harm." 
oie rndne British sufferer isscep- 
. otheil about dioxycycline's 
withAspects of success. Michael 
maipzak, who served on the 
squrimuoition ship Sir Tristram 
- from’ suffered from heightened 
cuiy Session, poor eyesight 
Tbfes on his kidney and mem- 
have oss after his return from the 
( scrib£ said: “Given that eveiy- 

nun^/s genetic make-up is dif- 
vonrent. the antibiotic is going to 
-wfect everybody differently." 

% .J Hie US Senate has also 
Irgcd caution, with a spofees- 
I fnan warning that many of the 

t tyndroicc’s viruses may be im- 

i frmne to the antibiotic. 

C A US i overnmem body, the 
Centres or Disease Control, 
l 5>nly acknowledged the seri- 

ousness i f the problem last 
: . *?ear, whii^ in Britain the Min- 

’ i:’* istry of Detence refuses to ac- 
• f cept Gulf Syndrome. 



IAN MacKINNON 


For the high jump: Performers atop special long poles during a rehearsal for the Cirque Du So lei I s latest 
production, Saftimbanco, due to open at London's Royal Albert Hall tomorrow. The show is desi gne d to bring 
traditional circus skills together with hi-tech visual effects and rock music Photograph: Stefan Rousseau 


Boy, 11, dies after Women driving 
rottweiler attack in fear of attack 




ilt r 



An 11-year-old boy savaged 
two weeks ago by a pair of rot- 
tweiler dogs died yesterday of 
his injuries. 

David Kearney, from Dar- 
wen, Lancashire, received hor- 
rific wounds in the attack. He 
was said to be so badly mutilated 
that his mother did not recog- 
nise him. 

Doctors at Booth Hall Chil- 
dren’s Hospital, Manchester, 
where he died, had to amputate 
his leg just above the knee af- 
ter gangrene set in iasi week. He 
had since suffered kidney fail- 
ore and a bean attack and was 
being kept alive on ventilator, 

David was attacked after 


climbing into a yard, where 
owner Kevin Turner kept the 
rottweilers, to retrieve a foot- 
ball. He was bending down to 
pick up some money that had 

! fallen from his pocket when the 
dogs attacked. 

His sister Amanda, K said 
afterwards: “He stayed to pick 
it up and one of the dogs came 
over. He tried to make friends 
with it but it went for him." 

The dogs were destroyed af- 
ter the attack. Police said ini- 
tial Iv that no action was 


expected to be taken against Mr 
Turner, but a file would be 
submitted to the Crown Pros- 
ecution Service. 

David's parents, who spent 
Christmas at his bedside, were 
said to be distraught. A friend 
of the family said: "They knew 
how badly be was injured but 
they had been hoping he would 
pull through. Everyone is ter- 
ribly Upset. “ 

The Rev Dick Cartmell who 
baptised David, and comforted 
his parents at the hospital, said: 
“Kevin and Margaret were very 
distressed as they realised their 
son was eking. I* was not there 
at the very end. His parents- 
were very brave and wanted to 
be alone with him as be died." 

He received the Last Rites 
from the hospital chaplain. 

Fund-raising events to help 
comfort the family were being 
arranged by staff and customers 
at a local pub, the Railway Ho- j 
tel Landlord, Michael McCar- ! 
roll, said: “Every one felt for the 
lad and the regulars all wanted 
to do something to help. 

“We will cam' on raising 
money to help the' family in any 
wav we can." 


Women are so scared of being 
attacked in their cars that some 
would consider carrying knives, 
guns and crowbars to protect 
themselves, according to a sur- 
vey published yesterday. 

Nearly three in five women 
fear being attacked and almost 
SO percent said they could fore- 
seen time when they might con- 
sider carrying personal 
protection. 

The survey, conducted for the 
motor leasing and retailing 
group, Cowie. revealed that 
while 14 per cent would 
consider carrying a crowbar or 
a blunt instrument, 3 per cent 
said they' would think about car- 
rying a knife and 1 per cent a 
gun. 

Most preferred to think 
about having a mobile phone or 
a personal alarm while almost 
half would opt for a spray which 
could be squirted in the face of 
an au acker. 

Asked if they would actual- 
ly use any of these items, 92 per 
cent of the women replied: 
“Yes. if necessary." 

In addition to women's per- 
ceived need to cany weapons, 
the survey found that more 


than one in four said they were 
not prepared to drive alone at 
night on motorways or country 
roads. 

If they broke down on a mo- 
torway at night, 50 per cent 
would stay locked in their cars 
on the hard shoulder despite the 
dangers. Most women said they 
were unhappy with the fre- 
quency of emergency tele- 
phones on motorways. 

Two in five said they did not 
feel safe while using a multi- 
storey car park and about the 
same number said they onlyfelt 
secure during the day. 

“Women feel vulnerable on 
our roads, especially at night," 
said Julie Jobling of Cowie. 

“With many more women 
driving now, more should be 
done to co-ordinate the safety 
message to them," she added. 
“Women should not feel the 
need to carry a weapon in or- 
der to feel safe when driving - 
credible advice and more police 
patrols on motorways should be 
made available." 

The survey also found that al- 
most 60 percent of women felt 
less secure on public transport 
than in iheir car. 


A teenager who fell into a 
coma for more than 24 hours 
after taking an ecstasy tablet at 
a New Year’s Eve party was 
recovering last night to the 
relief of her anguished parents 
who maintained a two-day vig- 
il by her hospital bed. 

m a grim parallel with the 
Leah Betts tragedy, Helen 
Cousins, 19, collapsed after 
taking the pill and drinking as 
much as seven litres of water 
when she started to feel ill. 

As police in Cambridgeshire 
began the task of tracking down 
the dealer who sold the tablet, 
doctors said they believed she 
had lapsed into the coma 
because the drug had ham- 
pered her kidneys’ ability to deal 
with the water. 

But despite the fits she suf- 
fered while in the coma, doctors 
at Peterborough District Hos- 
pital were optimistic yesterday 
that she would make a full 
recovery after she was moved 
from the intensive care unit. 

Leaving the hospital yester- 
day, her father Trevor, 47, told 
of the shock he and his wife, 
Janet, 51, felt at what had hap- 
pened, mixed with relief that 
their ordeal appeared to be 
over. “She is getting better and 
we are incredibly relieved," he 
said. “We cannot put it into 
words. It has been absolutely 
horrendous ... a nightmare. 
But hopefully the worst is over.” 

The outcome is a stark con- 
trast to that of Leah Betts, 
who died after lapsing into a 
coma when she took one of the 
tablets at her 18tb birthday 
party, it was thought that her 
death, considered one of per- 
haps 50 related to the drug, had 
been the result of a contami- 
nated tablet. But doctors sub- 
sequently felt it had been the 
result of drinking too much 
water to combat dehydration. 

Her parents - who released 
shocking pictures of her on a 
life-support system to discour- 
age others and took part in the 
making of a educational video 
entitled Sorted - yesterday at- 
tacked those who sold the drug 
to Miss Cousins. 

She took the drug while cel- 
ebrating the New Year at Win- 
ners nightclub, in Peterborough, 
and was discovered i& by friends 
who took her to a flat. But when 
her condition continued to de- 
teriorate they called an ambu- 
lance. She was taken to hospital 
where she slipped into a coma 
shortly after arrival. 

Dr Michael Dronfield, who 
is treating Miss Cousins.a sales 
assistant, said she had probably 
put her life in danger by drink- 
lng so much water, causing the 
sodium level in her blood to 
drop and induce the deep coma. 

“It’s not widely known that 
there is evidence that one of the 
problems ecstasy can cause is 
that it affects the kidneys’ abQ- ■ 
ity to get rid of water," he said. 
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TSB Sank. pfc. Victona House. Victoria Square, Butningham Bt IB Z 
Registered m England and Wales- Number 10B&26B TSB 
Bank Scotland pic, Henry Duncan House, 130 George Street. 

Ecfinburgfi EH2 4LH Registered tft Scotland Number 95337. 
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WORLD PROSPERITY LEAGUE 








.* * . 


WHICH 


HAS SLUMPED FROM I3TH TO I8TH IN THE 

WORLD PROSPERITY LEAGUE? 


OUR COUNTRY. 


On 1st November 1995 the World Prosperity League showed how, under the Conservatives, Britain has fallen 
from 13th to 18th place. Two months, one CoiSmons defeat and one defection later, isn’t it time John Major started 
to answer the real questions aboutl^hat is happening to our country under the Conservatives? 


1. Why has our country fallen from 13th to 18th place? 

2. Why is our country’s share of world trade now at its lowest this 
century? 

3. Why has our country fallen to 21st in the International League for 
Investment? 

4. Why is our country now 35th in the World Education League and, 
of the major European economies, why do we have the smallest 
percentage of young people in full time education? 

5. Why do I in 5 of our country’s working age households have 
no-one earning a wage, and why does our country have a million 
fewer people in work than when John Major became Prime Minister? 


6. Why are 1 in 3 children in our country in poverty, compared with 
I in 10 in 1979? 

7. Why has our country, under the Tories, had the biggest tax rise in 
peacetime history? 

8. Why are typical families in our country paying £600 more in taxes 
than in 1992, when John Major promised taxes would fall year on year? 

9. Why have more homes in our country been repossessed under the 
Conservatives, and why are more people suffering from negative 
equity, than ever before? 

10. Why, after 16 years of Conservative government, 
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is our country so divided? 


Labour 
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news 


fiir ^ to give good vibes back to the land, says Glastonbury farmer 
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? : Festival-goers in front of the famous pyramid stage at Glastonbury (left). Each event became bigger than the fast, culminating in last year’s record 120, 000-strong audience at the Worthy Farm site (right) 
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rtgpioicsML..- j.iip dread- 
's with hard-core hppies to 
ie in and drop out, will not 
ke place this summer 
Michael Eavis, the farmer 
■vho runs it from his Somerset 
farm, has decided to give the 
event a miss this year, in the in- 


terests of good farming practice. 

“We’re having a fallow year,” 
he explained yesterday. “Miss- 
ing a festival every three or four 
years - the last times were 
1991, 1938 and 1982 - has 
always been Glastonbury 
practice." Others were dubious 
about his explanation, as Mr 
Eavis was recently selected as 
the Labour prospective parlia- 
mentary candidate for Wells, a 
traditionally true-blue seat. 


‘Disillusion 
ife’ among 
iiobile 
ne users 


’ obiletde- 
iw- subscribers Ure disillu- 
•ed. with about one in four 
etting the choice they made 
many deciding to discon- 
fnrding to a report by 
7 Association 
* in March, 
lieves that 
er’s Ver- 
t the in- 
%e a good 
ie prices 
networks 
:e too of- 
■ criticises 
eople into 
with ex- 
luses for 
,'pt out be- 
.ii expires. 
•=al improve- 
•lion wants 
ive the right 
. m . ji’i their home 

^yrdver they w^djnost of- 

..rS5 using the telephone. 

It is also angereol by the 
•r .dice of charging P^-‘ n ? luni 
ces to people who calk from 
:ir normal fixed telephone to 
mcone using a mobile. Wnny 
_-ople calling mobiles assume 
•cy are paying the normal 
rnS-wiTC pncc. 

The initial findings emerge as 
industry braces itself for an- 
other round in the price wars. 
\«ih Mxlafnne and Cellnel - the 
nihin network operators - 
squaring up to competition 
from rivals. Orange and Mer- 
cury One-2-Onc. 

The two market leaders each 
have about 2.3 million sub- 
icribers compared to a few 
hundred thousand for the new- 
comers. But Orange and One- 
1 -One have pitched themselves 
. jtoIv at the ma» market which 


Drugs sold ‘without 
adequate warning’ 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

^blic Policy Editor 

ITs. Consumers' Association 
is to oppose any further switch- 
es of drugs from prescription- 
only medicines to over-the- 
counter salc.s in pharmacies 

after ■‘alarming" evidence that 
pharmacists are failing to warn 
of potential drug-interactions, 
or advise patients who should 
consult a doctor to go to one. 

In the past three years, some 
30 powerful drugs which used 
to be available only on pre- 
scription have been switched to 
pharmacy' sale. The move is 
aimed at ’cutting both the drugs 
bill and the need for G P visits, 
while providing more conve- 
nience and choice for patients. 

Highly effective drugs that 
have changed status include 


the painkiller Nurofen, the in- 
digestion and anti-ulcer drug 
Tagamet, the anti -diarrhoea] 
Imodium, Triludan for hay 
fever, and Canesten which 
treats fungal infections. 

Many arc now heavily pro- 
moted by the industry. But as 

more and more powerful drugs 
are switched over the evidence 
is that “pharmacies can't cope". 
Which?, the association's mag- 
azine says. “Some pharmacists 
admit that the sheer pace of 
change over the past few’ years 
threatens to overwhelm them." 

Researchers were sold the 
wrong drug for their condition 
14 out of 3D rimes. In six cases 
sales took place despite the 
pharmacist or assistant being 
given information which 
showed the drug might pul the 
customer at risk. 


“One wonders if there has 
been some involvement by the 
Labour Party to say ‘give it a rest 
this year in case there’s an 
election’,” Peter Gold, the Lib- 
eral Democrats’ prospective 
parliamentary candidate said. 

Mr Eavis was shocked by the 
suggestion. “The festival's too 
important to muck around with. 
We see this as a break to stim- 
ulate everyone to go for it the 
following year. 


"We’ve all got proper jobs. 
Glastonbury’s run by doctors, 
dentists, lawyers, teachers and 
farmers, but they do it because 
they love it It’s nothing to do 
with politics. Most serious pun- 
ters don't think there’ll be an 
election until 1997 anyway.” 

Either way, the festival's ab- 
sence will be a blow for thou- 
sands who yearn - often behind 
their conventional lifestyles -to 
cast off convention and chiD out 


in the country amid dirt dope 
and loud music. 

And there are more and 
more of them. In the last 25 
years, the festival has grown 
from 1,500 people watching 
Marc Bolan at sunset (he ar- 
rived in a velvet-covered car and 
performed on a stage tied to an 
apple tree) to its present, awe- 
some magnitude. It attracted 
120,000 people last year and 
made a turnover of almost £5m. 


Meanwhile, the bands have 
come and gone, from Elvis ’ 
Costello and Vhn Morrison to 
Oasis, Supergrass and Pulp, 
and the festival has grown up. 
Horn a cheap weekend run by 
a rock-mad fanner who lost 
£1,500 for the privilege, it is now 

a big business, as Kkeiy to attract 

corporate hospitality as New 
Age travellers. 

In the early days, as devotees 
will attest, the profit motive was 


non-existent. Entrance was free, 
along with 1 milk from the farm, 
lavatories were co mm unal 
cesspits and free spirits danced 
naked in the mad. Those were 
the days when drugs were sold 
openly and, even when an en- 
trance fee was charged, it was 
possible to nip under a fence. 
Now a mini-city springs up on 
the ratted fields* making for- 
tunes for the stallholders and 
assorted entrepreneurs. 
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is where many believe the future 
of the business lies. 

Last month, Vodafone an- 
nounced a new range of prices 
which provides billing on the ba- 
sis of seconds and offers a cer- 
tain amount of “free” call time 
depending on the monthly fee. 
One Q'ty analyst said that the 
packages make Vodafone about 
as cheap as Orange for some 
types of user, but he added that 
the larger company still has 
some way to go to dose the gap. 

On Tuesday, Vodafone and 
Cellnet revealed that Lhe num- 
ber of new subscribers in De- 
cember was sharply down on the 
previous festive period when 
they featured strongly on 
Christmas present lists.’ The 
implication is that people are 
now much more conscious of 
the on-going cost of using the 
telephones, the initial price of 
which can be extremely low. 

Sir Gerald Whent, chief ex- 
ecutive of Vodafone, said that 
in spile of the downturn at the 
end of 1995, the year as a 
whole was one of “exceptional" 
growth in every other month. 

Comparisons between prices 
on the different networks are ex- 
tremely difficult, because of 
the confusing plethora of pack- 
ages of subscriptions and call 
charges from each operator. 

Vodafone estimates that the 
average spent by each of its cus- 
tomer. is still about £470 a year, 
in spite of the introduction of 
lower-cost deals for consumers. 
Cellnel's annual expenditure 
per customer ranges from £240 
on consumer packages to £700 
for higher paying executives. 

The Consumers' Association 
believes that in the industry as 
a whole, is it almost impossible 
to spend less than £200, even 
when customers do not make 
anv calls. 


PANASONIC 
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GOOD HOUSEKEEPMQ 
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But it has never matched 
.1970, says Mr Eavis. 

. “Tb this day, I reckon it's 
about the best thing that's ever 
happened here.” 

while some of the 900 locals 
have objected to the traffic 
jams, the noise, and hippies us- 
ing front gardens as lavatories, 
on a national level Glastonbury 
has become as much a part of 
the annual soda! calendar as the 
Last Night of the Proms. 


GOODMANS 

CO MICRO HI-FI 
EXCLUSIVE TO COMET 

• 3 bond dfcjltto tarn wttti 
20 presets 

• Random ptay CO 
Model MS2SS 
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FULL SRE DISHWASHER 
EXCLUSIVE TO COMET 
GOOD HOUSEKEEPING 
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• 12 place settings 

• 8 programmes 

• Qiacfc wash option 
Model DW6006, was £299.99 
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WASHING MACHINE 

• 11b wash load 
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Local authorities will remain in charge of j; 
admissions policies, reports Judith M 



Class issue: Reading Girls' School began selecting pupils because it wanted to get a ‘fairer share of bright girls’ Photograph: John Lawrence 


The Prime Minister wants us to 
believe he is abbot to give aca- 
demic selection its biggest boost 
since his party came to power 
in 1979. Details will.be re- 
leased in a consultation paper 
to be published next week. 

Bring back grammar schools 
has been the ory of the Con- 
servative xigfat ever since Mar- 
garet Thatcher repented over 

rinsing SO man y. 

In a speech last September 
John Major aimed to mart out . 
Conservative education poli- 
cies from those of Labour, 
which opposes the selection of 
pupils by ability, by pro mising 
the heads of grant-maintained 
schools much more freedom to. 
pick: their pupils.and to main-' 
tain the “emos” of their schools. 

The Government circular 
which sajs schools should avoid 
interviewing pupils would be re- 
vised, he saH, so that heads and 
governors of popalar schools 
would have more say in decid- 
ing who they admitted. 

Labour and the local au- 
thorities accused the Govern- 
ment of opening the door to 
social selection. “Maintaining a 
school’s ethos,” they said, was 
just another way of letting over- 
subscribed schools ensure that 
they confined their intake to 

So is the return of^he gram- 
mar school at hand? It is not As 
the Department for Education 


and Emptoyment said yesterday: 
.‘There is no question of selec- 
tion returning to all sAods.” 

; Outside 1,100 grant-main- 
tained schools, the Prime Min- 
ister’s proposals will have little 
effect The 23,000 or so schools 
which r emain with local au- 
thorities will have only slightly 
more opportunity to select 
pupils than they do now. 

Local authority schools are 
allowed by law to select 10 per 
cent of their pupils for special 
aptitude in sport, drama, music, 
technology or modem lan- 
guages. Gillian Shephard, the 
Secretary of State for Educa- 
tion, said last November that 
there would be a small increase 
in these schools to 15 per cent 

But local authorities will re- 
main firmly in control of the ad- 
missions ^policies of their 
schools. These will have no 
more opportunity than they do 
at present to select pupils 
whether by entrance exam or 
interview. As one Whitehall 
source said: “We are moving the 
goal posts slightly, not digging 
up die pitch.’' 

Even for grant-maintained 
schools, the change will be com- 
paratively small. They may be 


having to get the permission of 
the Secretary of State. 

A number have already ap- 
plied for and obtained that 
permission. The process is not 


v 
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admissions L- o. iisscn. 
Most parents arc less c 
cemerf about the return 
grammar schools than about - 
difficulty of getting their dii!. 
into the school of their cl 
The new consultation . 
will do nothing to change 
Leading artide, p» 


Choice on merit keeps 
comprehensive spirit 


Reading Girls' School dedded 
three years ago lo apply to se- 
lect some of its pupils so that it 
would remain a true compre- 
hensive. writes Judith Jndd. 

The school opted out of lo- 
cal authority control in 1990 so 
that it could remain single sex. 

Clare Hallows, the head, 
said: “We applied to the Sec- 
rctaiy of State for Education lo 
select onc-ihird of our pup 0s be- 
cause we fell that we were not 
getting our fair share of bright 
girls. Our intake was not truly 
comprehensive.- 
The school of 450 girls had 
been undersubscribed, but 
numbers have risen since the 
move to become partly selective. 

Pupils are selected by an en- 
trance exam in November. 


Mrs Hallows said interviews 
might be introduced if the 
school became oversubscribed. 
‘"Interviews may be a good way 
for a parent to ensure that a 
school is (he best place for 
their child. If I were a parent 1 
should like to feel that I was 
choosing a school, as well as the 
school choosing the child.” 

She said there was no ques- 
tion of the school selecting a 
higher proportion of its pupils 
than it did at the'moment even 
if the Government changed the 
rules. “We want to remain a 
comprehensive school." 

Asked about the Govern- 
ment's plans to make it easier 
for opted out schools to go se- 
lective she said no obstacles had 
been pul in her school’s way. 


Rising rates of 
pay the lure 
for graduates 


WENDY BERUNER 

Gloomy tales of graduate un- 
employment in recent years do 
not appear to be deterring 
people from applying lo uni- 
versity. according to official 
figures, due to be released lat- 
er this month, which show de- 
mand for places is still buoyant. 

At the pre -Christmas closing 
date for applications to enter 
university ihi* autumn, 342.UUU 
people had applied, compared 
with 347.ni Hi at the same lime 
last year - a 1.5 per cent annu- 
al fall. 

The Universities and Col- 
leges Admissions Service will 
spend the rest <<f the month 
analysing the figures, but une 
area that is » bought to have ex- 
perienced a fall in demand is 
uvervetis applications. 

According to figures released 
today .starling salaries for new 
graduates are beginning to 
increase taster than the rise in 
average earnings - and salaries 
of graduates employed for 
longer periods show even bigger 
rises. 

Salaries for new graduates 
are now not far below the earn- 
ings average for the workforce 
as a whole, with a median of 
L'14-VCanti examples as high as 
122.UUU reported from the 
banking and finance sector. 


Three years after recruit- 
ment. graduate salaries have 
increased by 45 per cent, com- 
pared with a 10 per cent 
increase in average earnings 
over the same period, accord- 
ing to the Association of Grad- 
uate Recruiters (AGR). 

Roly Coekman. executive of- 
ficer for the association, said 
yesterday. “Some graduates are 
unemployed temporarily but 
their chances of good' and 
worthwhile employment are 
far. far belter overall.” 

Recruitment of graduates 
was down last year by 2.6 per 
cent. A 2125 per ccnt increase 
in industrial vacancies for grad- 
uates was cancelled out by a fall 
of 12^ per cent in the non- 
industriul sector, which recruits 
a greater number of graduates. 

Yet more than a quarter of 
firms belonging to AGR re- 
ported they had not recruited 
all the graduates they needed. 

This was due in part to firms 
leaving it until the lust minute 
to advertise vacancies, but also 
to difficulties finding candi- 
dates with the right mix of per- 
sonal and academic skills. 

AGR members, which in- 
clude many of Britain's leading 
businesses, as well as many 
smaller ones, are predicting a 13 
per cent increase in demand for 
graduates this year. 


Call to end A-levels 


A-lcvcl cvam-\ should be abol- 
ished because iltcv are irrelo- 
vunt, a former iop civil servant 
said yeslerdav. writes Judith 
Judd. 

Sir Geo If rev Holland, per- 
manent secretary at the De- 
partment for Education until 
two years ago and now Vice- 
Chancellor of Exeter Universi- 
ty. said A-levels should he 
replaced by a single qualifica- 
tion to end a divide between vo- 
cational and academic courses. 

His speech, to the North of 
England education conference, 
comes as Gillian Shephard, the 
Secretary of Stale for Educa- 
tion. is reviewing qualifications 
for 16-19-vear-olds. 


Sir Ron Dcaring. the Gov- 
ernment's chief exanus adviser, 
whose report will be published 
in Match, is expected to rec- 
ommend wavs of bridging the 
gap between academic and vo- 
cational courses but to slop 
short of abolishing A-levels. 

Sir Geoffrey outlined a list of 
reforms to help improve its ed- 
ucational performance. 

"In general. 13-year-olds in 
English schools lag two years be- 
hind comineniaT equivalents 
and never catch up,” he said, ad- 
vocating n mow away from an 
age-related system, with pupils 
taking exams at 16 and 18. Ex- 
ams should be taken when peo- 
ple were ready to take them. 
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THIS WEEK ON CD MINI HI-FI 



TECHNICS 

CD Mini Hi-Fi 
System 

■ 35 watts (D'N) 
per channel. 

■ Tray Load' cassette 
decks. 

■ 3 preset sound modes. 
Model SCCH530. 

Irv-store Price £449.99. 
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Compact Muitiplay CD Hi-fi with 
turntable 

■ Plays 5 CDs. ■ Surround Sound. 

■ Dolby B noise reduction system. 1 

Model 095. Was £449.99. 1 
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Muitiplay CD 

Mini Hi-Fi 

■ 2 x 150 watts (RMS) 
power output 

■ 3 CD auto changer. 

■ 7 band electronic 
equaliser. 

■ Digital tuner 
with presets. 

Model NSX999. 

Was £449.99. 


£17999 


ft with RMSl per dismal. 
Mo*KMV».Wj*X29a91 


£27999 



VOUCHER PRICE 

429.99 


KENWOOD 

SAVE/lOO 


MATSUI 


£8999 


Murace 

£18999 





Personal CD Player 
■20 track rrwmery. 

■ BedvwgeaW* 
batteries. 

■ Indudei mabvs 
adaptor, 

Model DPC151. 

Was £109J99. | 


CUBRYS PTOCE 


< 99 . 


SAVE 


PERSONAL to PLAYER 
Model AZGB30. 

REE MAWS ADAMtM. 
1M»£79ML 

-.SA-lSHO 


ft«Mb(Ruqper 




f 74.99 


f74.99 


SAVE 




2 Piece CD Micro with Digital lUner 

■ Full rewrote control. ..n... 

■ Fv« loyrCBMrtW VOuajHMWOi 

iMth aim rawane. 

Model MOW. rim 00 

hmore Price £19959 £ IVvnlSt 


£27999 



(99 ! 


jvc a 

SAVE VS £70 


_ PIONEER I fMATSUI 

SAVE .90 1 SAVES, JO a SAVE ,80 
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No gimmicks, but tills ring up £16,000 a minute 


GLENDA COOPER 

w 5 terJS ian V ds 83,6 opened 

mSJS to ,. the sound of 
French film 

the d De P ardieu and 
ISfJJI ® wec, « sound of tills 
nn | ln g up more ihan £5m. 

«*» y * ,le some complained 
£boui the absence of real 
bargains, their actions belied 
their words as they parted 
with a quarter of a million 
Pounds in the first haif-hour. 

the tills were taking 
tloJJUO per minute and the 
store said turnover was up S 
Percent on last year's sales. 

The china and "lass 
u e P3rtment did particularly 
w eU, with over £100.000 of 
china sold by lunchtime and 
uie linen department was also 
said to have had a good day. 

Nearly 2,000 people were 
queuing outside hy Gam but 
the first to arrive had been 
Pip Watkins. 20, and Richard 
Lloyd, 22. Cardiff University 
students who arrived at 
midnight to win a £5 bet. 

After nine hours of playing 
snap, reading books and 
having an argument they 
suddenly found themselves 
the centre of attention. 

Inside the store, the selling 
was steady, with the only 
stampedes occurring as 
journalists tried to follow 
Depardieu, who opened the 
sale, down to the Wine 
Department where Harrods is 
exclusively selling the actor's 
own Chateau de Tigne Anjou 
Blanc [£7.95]. 

The famous store banished 
such sale “gimmicks” as a 
television for £10 or a fiir coat 



news 

Stress in the workplace: How 

families help shoulder burden 

Wives ‘hit 

harder than 
husbands by 
redundancy’ 


Right on queue: A bargain-hunter waits outside the Knightsbridge store before opening time at 9am yesterday 


for £50 several years ago. “It 
was more of a pain than 
anything else." said a Harrods 
spokesman. “We found it was 
counter-productive because 
50 people would converge on 
the same item and we derided 


it was better to give more 
people the chance of getting 
the same products." 

But Betheney Bernard, 
from Buckinghamshire, was 
disappointed at the lack of 
traditional bargains. 


“To be honest." said Ms 
Bernard, “they are only 
offering 30 to 40 per cent off. 
Other stores are offering 50 
per cent." 

But Erica Fiber of Hendon, 
who has attended the first day 


of the sales religiously for the 
past ten years, was content 
with her bargain - a £160 
Yarell jacket that had 
originally cost £320: “You can 
get cheaper stuff here than 
you do in out-of-town shops.” 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


But for those still looking 
for a real bargain, at least one 
remains. A diamond and 
yellow sapphire bracelet, once 
owned by Eva Per on [reduced 
from £150,000 to £75,0001 was 
still waiting to be snapped up. 


SAVE ¥5 HALF PRICE ON 
HI-FI SEPARATES 

AVAILABLE AT SUPERSTORES 


SAVE to £. 


VS £ 300 ON CAMCORDERS 

PLUS UP TO tlOO FREE ACCESSORIES WITH SELECTED MODELS 

SAVE fSoT 


W 


■-TTEET - fexu-: ?= 


EXCLUSIVE-* 


MATSUI 

Remote Control CD Player 
■ Programmable CD. ■ Repeat play facility, 
Model CDP200. Was £1 59.99. 



SAVE £50 1 


JAMO 


f/ 


SANYO 


[ EXCLUSIVE- 


2-WAV SPEAKERS 

tfoiel SONIC 



scrap n 

f54. 


CANON 




was £19959 


SANYO 


SALE WnCE 

£17999 


! SAVE £ 100 


SANYO 

8mm Hi-Fi Stereo Sound 
Camcorder with lOx Power Zoom 

■ 6 programme auto- 
exposure modes. 

■ Date time insert function. 

■ Remote control. 

Model VMEX280. Was £599.99.* 
£100 FREE ACCESSORIES & 


^VTHKM. 

CAMERA? 

BUT BUY 

12 MONTHS 
0% INTEREST 

SALE PRICE 


^ I 

^18 MONTHS 
0% INTEREST 

ON A RANGE OF TOP BRAND HI-FI AND CAMCORDERS 


199 


WUCMKOBDEHMIH 
aroWRZDOHUNS 
tu l/lffiu flta 5*199 

IIIMMIMinXSI 

MSCVMtaCBII 

urn orwr.jcL; 

JVC 

VraCAMCOflDBWTTH 

ranwinzooi* 

Model GHAX 200. 

CANON 

bum remote awmoi 

CAMCDRDB WITH 
UiPOWBIZODM 
Model IK 1000 


’Q»k M POSIT S 12 MRKT DEBIT 
MONTHLY PAYMENTS Of CX&I 


PERSONAL 
HI-FI FROM 
UNDER riO 


SONY 

8MM CAMCORDER. 
W» OPTICAL ZOOM 
Haiti IMS). MS3R51 

r.MBH'AD'S'li-l.' 

raj urvawM? ns 


SALt na« 

£499.99 

SALE PRICE 

{499.99 

cumtYsnaa 

£529.99 

SALE PRICE 

£549.99 


8MM CAMCORDER. 
10k POWER ZOOM 
Model NVA3. 

Wto 099.99. 
lUJO HQ ACOSSOSB 

'•JVC./ 

yHKCMKDHMWTH 
IZxVOWEBZDOM 
HaUOUUMXL 

HBR9 UnHMC 
a, Dffmmwr ccst 
■OHIO MMXttW BUI 

SONY; 

WMCAMCOSmiMlIH 
12* OPTICAL ZOOM 
Model TK370 
Wh £649.99 
D%MOBT 
moeasnuMKiDOP 
K*rHir MMCKTJOi IB 

SHARP 

UNMEWCAMMIM 
3* l£D COLOUR SCREEN 

Model VLDT 
eXHIBDST 

nurouinKiKP 

■emwwv.iiiu 

SONY 

M BOiawm CHUBB 
«ste«iLn» 

mtffOlffli-'MOWi 

SONY 

HU CAMCOflDB 
WITH lOx VARIABLE 
SPEED ZOOM 


SAVE c50 


mu rw 

£549: 


UUGH ST0SB 0MT 


9 MONTHS O' : ■ 
■EHEST _ll 


UjHtn nuu 

£599.99 


SAVE {50 1 


SALE nuu 

£599.99 


OH- INTEREST I 


umiiTj nuu. 

£69999 


£799.99 


bAU rwvc 

£1199,9 


(Msii) 

0 VH 500 HOME 
APR 1 AMCB 
AVRUUHEWITH 
MMYDEUVHT 
OlARAKTSS 


EXaUSIVES 

•For ear* vdu*. tool In 
the oun» mwb models 
tod aflen o«J«u« to 
DMSRmlLld. 



uvnffi 

Look fm the 
Hi-fi Separates 
and Systems 
MepwtetW 
lewd and 
reviewed. 




SAVE VS 50% ON 
RADIO CASSETTES 


SAlSHO 

2 -BAND RADIO 
CASSETTE 

Model DTTUD2. W*. £3191 

MATSUI 


uwnsni 

£15.1 


STEREO RADIO 
TWIN CASSETTE 
MadeiSTHE8.WBCW.99 

HITACHI 

44AHBD STEREO RADIO 
TWW CASSETTE 
Model TRKWI40. 

Was £5* 99. 


SALE PRICE 

£26.99 MATSUI EHBSS 

Stereo Radio TWin Cassette 

rttvi outnt 

ZbUJum includes 2 Manic cassette. 

G Duraeeli batteriw SALE PRICE 
SALE PMCE and headphones^ M ft 

£4099 *29.99 


TAKE IT 
HOME BMW 

Most iwiB are in 
me* ready loiaLe 
away at onoo. VWII 
be happy to cany 
your purchase 
to your or. 




2 DAY 
DELIVERY 
MONDAY 
TO FRIDAY 

•YDu can choose 
AM or PM tar • small 

extra charge. Alt lor 
details ot our 
professional 

Installation service 
|*Siib|ectio 
availability.) 


SONY 


SALE PRICE 

{29.99 


Walkman with 2-Band 
Digital Radio SALE PRICE 

■ Deftly B. |M Jfc 

■ Autoreuene. L ■■ 

■ 10 presets. 

Model WMFX41S. LlP a/eZ/3 
Was EW.99 


SAVE to £60 ON IN-CAR HI-FI 


PHILIPS 



AIWAi^eia 

Remote Control Portable CD System 
■ 3 preset graphic equaliser. ■ AIWFM radio. 
Model SR515. Was £149.99 


J29 


199 


SAVE to e60 ON PORTABLE CD HI-FI 


MAtSUf 


SHARP 


PANASONIC 


;. —7 PORTABLE CD SYSTEM 

J.j AMjfW ratfia 

■• •L7!- Model CD® 

ifMs •••SONY 

i-S- 

:• i-i- 7t PORTABLE CD SYSTEM 

■ ■fU«WMKHo»©“ aoe 

yj$f ■.*. . synchftwed dotting 

ttjdeiatW »w£t<S99. 


Mm"™* ReywTEcgi™. 

1499 ESSSSSSSW 

jmBi ;.. sanyo 


SALE PRICE 

(99m 


SALE PRICE REMOTE OQtmtOL 
PORTABLE CD 

£11399 ESSB“ 



PERSONAL W-B MffTH TET r 
GRAPHIC EQUA11S® ,Q __ 

assr £9M \ 

AIWA kWJH 

P^SOMALWflWITH SA1EPMCE 
2-SAND STOB) RADIO 'll 
Model HSTAT3. t ii M 

Was E24.99. Im-W 1 

sony asgg 

PERSONAL Hl-R WITH SWJEPR1CE 
DUStZAL RADIO 4 4 

Model WWW n. OlilAQ 


PYE 


SALE PRICE 


Car Radio Cassette 

■ 100 watte total power output 

■ Detachable front panel. 

Ii 30 preset digital radio. 

Model CCE603. Was £159.99. 


99 


199 


SAME DAY 
IN-HOME 
SERVICING 

for mod targe 
item If you phone 
before Warn 
Monday to 
Friday and be 
wttfiin lOrafei 
of iCunyinore 


IN-STORE 

RBMUR 

SHOPS 

Samo day rcpolr 

wh en ever poulble, 

7 day* a we« V 
All repolrt ouaromred 

3 morithv 


ROADSTAR EvjwI KENWOi 


CAR RADIO CASSETTE MUSPRKE CARRADffl CASSmt SAia™® 

f 79 iW HirS e149jj 


PORTABLE CD SYSTEM WfH 
DRAWER CD 


OHTYSPfBCE 

£12939 


PHILIPS 




riiPRVS VOUCHER SPECIALS 


EASY WAYS 
TO PAY 

Curryi Premier 
Advantage Account 
often Inst*"! Credit at 
APR 27JBI (variable) 

by died dcipL SS 
depoatsuhl«tto 
status. AppUrane must 
b< 18 or over 
pi HN iretandV 


AIWA 


W& m 






soNYSai^ 

sAVEf 300lsAV^^Q 



BRITAIN S BIGGEST ELECTRICAL RETAILER 

WI V SIMM ^4 

i i"rli'i~ fell 



NOW YOU CAN ORDER BY PHONE 

•RttFHCNc Q5K 304 304 
OR FAX 01442 353143 


DBJVBIT QUBESROIt QJ9 FES ORDER , . , 

IfwtiMiff vOo J ro«nmi QaiMfctMilliBtf BnlMMW 


Coven theft, 

acodenul damoge, 
new fv Old 
repteeemwL even 
personal mfliranee 
(Aik .rut ore 
for full detaih.) 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

The wives of senior executives 
who are made redundant with 
substantial severance payments 
are under more strain than 
tbeir husbands, a British Psy- 
chological Society conference 
was told yesterday. 

Anya Johnson, of Chester 
College, said all the redundant 
men believed they were sup- 
ported by their partners, but 
only about one in 10 wives 
thought their husbands were a 
source of emotional support. 

Where the relationship was 
“rigid, traditional and authori- 
tarian" and the woman was 
unhappy with the status quo. 
then the loss of a partner's job 
could be “highly stressful”. 

-F amili es tend to operate in 

the best interests of the man, but 

it puts a lot of strain on the 
woman,” Ms Johnson reported 
in a paper to the society’s an- 
nual occupational psychology 
conference in Eastbourne. 

She interviewed 26 couples 
where the male had earned an 
average £53,000 a year and had 
received a pay-off of 
£95,OOO.One of the reasons why 
the male partner was not under 
unbearable strain was that in 
each case be had the benefit of 
an “outplacement'’ counsellor 
who was commissioned to help 
him until he found employ- 
ment 

The study found that women 
who were employed were under 
the greatest strain. They felt the 
need to combine the role of 
breadwinner with that of “sup- 
porter”. They also felt that they 


were doing neither particular- 
ly well. Employed women were 
conscious that their income 
was not sufficient to meet their 
families’ needs and did not feel 
protected by their husband's 
severance payment. 

Ms Johnson, who wrote the 
paper with Paul Jackson, of 
Sheffield University, said the 
traditional management career 
had been transformed during 
the 1990s. The 1980s had seen 
a “blue-collar recession", but 
the 1990s had brought the era 
of the “duxopie” - downward- 
ly mobile professional. 

The slow but steady eco- 
nomic growth that initially 
promised a way out of the re- 
cession, had not been matched 
by a growth in jobs, the authors 
said. Previously immune white- 
collar workers were losing their 
jobs and finding it increasingly 
difficult to replace them. 

The researchers argued that 
while studies had concentrated 
on the plight of those made re- 
dundant, it was also necessary 
to take into account the impact 
on fam ilies. Outplacement con- 
sultancies could do much to re- 
duce Lhe strain. 

Research had shown that 
famil ies responded to a period 
of unemployment by two meth- 
ods: “assimilation" and “ac- 
commodation". Under the 
assimilation response, f a m ilies 
continued with existing rela- 
tionships because unemploy- 
ment was viewed as temporary. 
Where a family accommodated 
the fact that the male bread- 
winner was out of work, he took 
on greater responsibility for 


‘Blame culture’ 
that stifles the 
creative impulse 


Some mistakes arc “stupid” 
and others “intelligent", ac- 
cording to an occupational psy- 
chology firm, writes Barrie 
Clement 

Wearing a black bra under a 
white blouse, or spelling rabbit 
with three “Bs” are just plain 
daft, but we can learn from oth- 
er types of error, according to 
the Oxford-based consultants 
Pearn Kandola. 

Based on an analysis of a se- 
ries of articles in the Indepen- 
dent on Sunday, with the theme 
“My biggest mistake", psychol- 
ogists Michael Pearn, Chris 
Mulrooney and Tim Payne con- 
cluded that it was time organi- 
sations found a more positive 
way of dealing with mistakes. 

Referring to them as “fail- 
ures, boobs, slip-ups and disas- 
ters” was not helpful, and 
reprimanding employees often 
meant that creativity was stifled. 

Fear of committing errors at 
work discouraged experimen- 
tation and helped to produce a 
“blame culture". But mistakes 
could constitute “powerful and 
unique learning opportunities", 
according to a paper presented 
by the consultants to the annu- 
al occupational psychology con- 


ference of the British Psycho- 
logical Society. 

One “intelligent” mistake, 
revealed in the Independent on 
Sunday, took place in 1983 
when businessman Peter Web- 
ber turned down an opportunity 
to invest in the Chicago Rib 
Shack chain of 

restaurants. Within six months 
the Shacks were catering for 
8,000 customers a week at£12- 
a-head, and by 1987 were malt- 
ing a profit of more than £lra 
a year. Mr Webber says he is 
highly unlikely to make a sim- 
ilar mistake again. 

Gerald Ratner, the jeweller, 
conceded he was wrong to ex- 
pand into the United States. He 
wrote the piece before he fam- 
ously conceded that his chain of 
shojjs sold “crap" - arguably 
one of the seminal errors 
committed by a businessman. 

The psychologists said that 
“intelligent" mistakes can be 
made through a lack of clear 
goals, information overload, 
making assumptions, and con- 
centrating on pari of the infor- 
mation. People also slip up if 
they take decisions under stress, 
or fail to moniior situations. All 
of which, the consultants say. are 


Farm hopes to cash 
in on giant salmon 


Genetically altered salmon 
which grow 10 times faster than 
normal arc being created by sci- 
entists in Scotland, it was re- 
ported yesterday. The scientists 
are injectiog 10,000 salmon 
eggs at a hatchery on Loch Fvne 
with genes from another fish to 
accelerate their growth. 

The Scottish fish-farming in- 
dustry hopes the salmon will be- 
come money-spinning giants, 
according to a report in New Sci- 
entist magazine. 

Conservationists fear that if 
the fish escape, they could en- 
danger wild salmon in the 
North Atlantic. 

The growth genes were dis- 
covered accidentally by scien- 
tists at the Memorial University 
of Newfoundland when they 
were trying to produce salmon 
which can tolerate cold winters. 

They were experimenting 
with a so-called “anti-frecze" 
gene which lowers the freezing 
point of the fish's blood. In 
salmon the gene had the unex- 
pected effect of putting a 


growth hormone which is nor- 
mally kept in check into 
overdrive. 

Only some salmon were af- 
fected. But those that were 
grew 10 times faster than nor- 
mal. Now Otter Ferry Salmon, 
a company on Loch F^ne which 
produces eggs for the fish farm- 
ing industry, has bought the 
technique and the services of 
the scientists to test the com- 
mercial potential. 


JOIN NOW FROM 
JUST £36 
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War papers: Secret memos reveal how bitter memories of Dunkirk influenced Churchill's decision not to help 


Leopold HI return 



Allies’ dilemma 


over ‘cowardice’ 


of Belgian king 


JOHN CROSSLAND 


* 

*e 






Bitter memories of the d€b£de 
of May 1940 when King 
Leopold HTs surrender of the 
Belgian army jeopardised the 
Dunkirk evacuation and brand- 
ed him a coward, influenced 
Winston Churchill’s decision 
to refuse to help the king to re- 
turn to his country after his re- 
lease from German captivity. 

In a personal minute be went 
so Ear as to teQ the Foreign Sec- 
retary, Anthony Eden: “I agree 
that our influence in so far as 
it can be properly exerted 
should be against the return of 
the Belgian king.” 

Churchill’s and Eden's con- 
tempt for the king's neutralist 
stance and ra pirtiiarfo n, in stark 
contrast to his father. King Al- 
bert's stand in 1914, is vented 
in startling language in secret 
memoranda from the closing 
months of the war, which 
emerged yesterday in a release 


Public Record Office in Kew, 
south-west London. 

The British government 
faced a dilemma with the im- 
pending release of Leopold 
and his family, including his son 
and heir, Baudouin, who had 
been taken horn house arrest in 
their palace at Laeken near 
Brussels on 7 June 1944, and 
flown, as hostages, to the secu- 
rity of a castle near Heidelburg. 

Churchill bad to deride 
whether to help a man who had 


King Leopold of Belgium: Branded a coward for his neutralist stance 


surrendered unconditionally - 
opening a vital flank: through 
which the Germany array flood- 
ed up to the Dunkirk bridge- 
head - to return to a country 
which his behaviour, rnrtnHing 
a visit to Hitler at Berchtes- 
garten, had left bitterly divided, 
or whether it was more politic 
to steer dear of this minefield 
in newly liberated Europe. He 
derided on the latter. 

The Prime Mmisto- received 
a personal telegram from Gen- 
eral Eisenhower on 9 June 
1945, staling; “Continued un- 
certainty as to the future of the 
Belgian king appears a possible 
cause of military embarrass- 
ment, particularly if he asks to 
return to Belgium.” 

A week later Churchill signed 
a personal telegram which was 
sent by the Foreign Office to Sir 
H KnatchbuD-Hugessen, British 
ambassador in Brussels. The 
telegram said: “The essential 
thing is that if the king returns 
to Belgium he should not arrive 
in the country in a Shaef [Allied 
military command] vehicle or 
aircraft, or be escorted or ac- 
companied in his drive into 
Brussels by any Allied officers 
or personnel His journey and 


arrival should be a purely Bel- 
gian affair - signed WSC.” 


gian affair - signed WSC.” 

Churchill's feelings towards 
the long were influenced by a 
secret memo which Leopold 
had snuggled out of Laeken be- 
fore his deportation to Ger- 
many, marked for King George 


VI and which finally arrived in 
Britain via Field Marshall 
Montgomery’s private pouch. 
Intended as a statement of 
Leopold's aims for Belgium af- 
ter his return, it angered both 
the British and the Belgians, for 
its total lade of regret, or per- 
sonal accountability, for the 

events of May 1940. 

Churchill wrote to Eden in 
October 1944: “I confide this 
particular king to your care 
and that of the Foreign Office. 
In the days of the Spanish In- 
quisition the Holy Office, in 
handing over any persons they 
had examined to the Secular 
arm, used always to recom- 
mend that they should be treat- 
ed with all possible tenderness 
and that above all there should 
be no effusion of blood. They 
were invariably burnt alive. 

“I agree with you about the 
poor showing which King 
Leopold made before the war 
and the ingratitude with which 
he treated the British and 
French who had left a million 
graves in his country. He was 
not the only one in Belgium who 
fell into this error." 

The upshot was that Leopold 
retired to Switzerland. On 12 
March 1950, a popular refer- 
endum resulted in 57.7 per 
cent in favour of his return and 
he came back to Belgium ou 22 
July 1950. He devolved his con- 
stitutional powers on to Bau- 
douin, filially abdicating 
formally on 16 July, 1951. 
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Winston Churchill: Refused to help Belgian king Photographs: Hutior. Deutsth 
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OKO-LAVAMAT 1260 Washer Dryer 

• 20 wash programmes including time-saving 
*Wash-and-Dry' feature • 1200/700 spin speeds 

• Automatic load adjustment for lowest running costs 

• Sensortronic foam sensing for best rinse results 

• Turbo-drying with reverse tumble action 

dKO-LAVAMAT 6100 Washing Machine 

• Highly acclaimed Digitronic control system for 
exceflenl wash results with low running costs 

• 19 wash programmes incl. _ 

Quickwash and super gentle 

Wool-Cradle ; ^ ^ 

■ High efficiency 900 rpm spin 

• Variable temperature control Ljr 

■ Foam sensing for best 

rinse results — v fell 




; SANTO 3534KG 
; Fridge/Freezer 

• 2 compressor design for 
quieter and improved aii-roird 
performance • Externa! 
controls and freezer thermometer 

• Large fast-freeze capacity 
'? • Low running cost - energy 
j efficiency category: C' 

• 6.B/4.9 cu. ft. gross capacity 

VurrT^- — - • CFC/HFC-free 

% 


Government 
planned to 
deport Mosley 


A startling revelation from 
the 50-year-old papers is 
that Churchill’s government 


planned to deport Sir Oswald 
Mosley and his wife after their 
arrest under the 1Kb Special 
Powers Regulations for secur- 
ing potential traitors, writes 
John Grassland. 

Sir Oswald was arrested at his 
London home on 25 May 1940. 
his British Union of Fascists was 
dissolved and. together with 
many of his supporters, he was 
placed in Brixton prison. 

An anonymous security 
memorandum dated 10 July. 
1940 told the prime minister 
“Lord Sninton and his execu- 
tivc [of the Special Warfare 
Executive] are very anxious if 
possible to deport overseas cer- 
tain leaders of the British Union 
of Fascists, including Mosley 
and his wife. 

“The chief reason is that it 
has come to their certain knowl- 
edge that Mosley and these 
leaders fear deportation to 
quite an inexplicable degree, un- 
less they believe there to be 
some plot on hand to liberate 
them from jail for the purpose 
of starting serious trouble. 

‘ At present 400 of these fas- 
cist organisers are held togeth- 
er in two jails where the warders 
and police are understood to be 
unarmed. It has already been 
represented to the Home Office 
that this seems an undue risk to 
be run. These people are just 
nasty gangsters who will stick at 
nothing and who, if they were 
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The most e co nomical 


£469.99 

Rftp £529^9 




Hie most efficient wasting machine available 
dKO-LAVAMAT 6955 
Sensoriogic Washing Mach hie 

• State-of-the-art neural Rnzy- 

Logic control system. Easier / Wajfcfl SAlf 

programming. Quicker wash 

times. Lowest running costs \ jp70Q n n , 

• 20+ wash programmes incl. Super \ J 

Quickwash and gentle Mtod-Cradle V_flRP£m anr. I 

• High efficiency spin. Choice of 1500. 

1200, 1000, 900 and 700 spin speeds 

• Sensortronic foam sensing for best rinse results 

• Extremely quiet 


frost-free freezer 

6KO-ARCT1S 2794GA 

Upright Fkeezer 

• Electronic No-frost system - 
no more defrosting ' 

• Extremely low running cost - 
energy efficiency category: ‘B 1 

■ 9.2 cu. ft. gross capacity 

• Large fast-freeze capacity 

with sensor j 

controlled I 
‘autostop' I PRICE 

•crc-freo l £699.99 

I flff£75&99 


ceptional engineering 
* affordable prioes. 


dKO-FAVORIT 4040 Dishwasher 


1 Super quiet design - only 47dB 
1 The quietest 4 programme 
dishwasher available / 

Unique BfO-wash \ 

programmes - 65°C results 
using only 50°C 
1 ‘Care Clean’ glaze protection 
1 12 place settings 


' WWlERSflif 

£3 89.99 i 

UftP £449,00 J 
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Safety and versatHJty: 
Cool touch/Energy 
saver doors, and full 
Multifunction spec. 
COMPETENCE 5210V 
Slot-in cooker 

• The complete multifunction 
double oven slot-in 

• Auto-timer for both evens 

• Full set of catalytic self-clean 
— . — __ liners in both ovens 


= r.x? •” 


WINTER SALE PRICE 

£239.99 



Mosley: ‘Nasty gangster’ 


arrested by gangster methods, 
would doubtless be rounded up 
in due course. They might do a 
great deal of damage and would 
certainly cause a grave scandal 
in the meantime. 

“It is hoped that the War Of- 
fice will shortly arrange to take 
these persons over and keep 
them under strong military 
armed care. Even so, it would 
be better to remove them from 
the country, especially as this is 
dearly the last thing they want 
to happen. 

‘The trouble is that the law 
of the land as it stands prohibits 
the forcible deportation of any 
British subject. The Home Of- 
fice have been invited to ex- 
amine tiae legal position and put 
forward a recommendation for 
sufficient alteration of the law 
to permit the deportation of 
Mosley and company ... 






ter— 


£ 899. gg 


l ■ Ceramic hob 
■ with halogen 
f and auto- 
I simmer cooking 
zones 



RRP £259.99 


rSf 

£ 799.991 

L-fflP£879_qg J 


DAILY POEM 

The Wedding Guest's Story 


By Kate Clanchy 


Shortly after ditching me. a matter of weeks, 
in point of facl she bought a remarkable 

■ 1 i i J t/i am tnr-iirrmf 


The quietest f|9 

ctistiwashor fa — « 

In the work! ! 

OKO-FAVORIT 7080 * ~ 

Sensorlogic Dishwasher 

• Super quiet design - only 45dB 

• State-of-the-art neural Fuzzy Logic wash system. 
Easier programming. Ouicker wash times. 

Lowest running costs • 7 programme dishwasher with 
automatic load adjustment - unique to AEG 

• Unique BlO-wash programmes - 65°C results using 
only 50°C • ‘Care Clean’ glaze protection 

• Flexible basket layout for 12 place settings 


OKO-FAVORIT 5040 Dishwasher 

• Super (*jiet design -only 47dB -the quietest 5 programme 
dishwasher available 

■ 5 programme dishwasher Incl. 

Intensive and Economy wash 

• Unique BlO-wash programmes i lJjrjl 

- 65°C results using only 50°C 

• ’Care Clean' glaze protection Si - ' _ v r 

• Flexible basket layout^^- . ••• ./V:;-. 

far 12p,a te— \ m ■'£'&* '' ■ 

settings \|B. . . ■ ’ 

V W ^99 M “ r ’ : 


Full raidfifunctlon double oven 
COMPETENCE 52380B 
Build-in double oven 

• Multifunction double oven • Cool-touch/Energy saver 
oven doors • Full width glass doors and control panel 

• Shielded control dials for easy cleaning 

• Powerful grill with full width and economy half setting 


backless dress and got hitched to an ex-arm y chap 
who climbs up rocks on Sundays: not the sort, 


dial chap, if I might explain, to stop for stragglers 
or to soak up sun. He'd strike for the top 
in skin tight kit. lycra shorts and pick, straining 
straps around the crotch In spite of which. 



£159.99 


I took the half-meant invite straight, sat tight 
througfiout, let that dress flash a foot of flesh 
to the hushed cathedral, and in my mind 
I slowly climbed the low, secret steps of her spine. 


MICROMAT 21T Microwave Oven 

• 8 weight and 5 auto reheat programmes 

• 850 W power output. 9 settings • 3 stage 
programmable • 21 litres (0.75 cu ft) capacity 


swung for a while on my rope in the tuck 
of her waist, scrambled sweating, swearing 
over the slopes of her shoulder blades, 
to slump on the summit, weak, sobbing with loss. 



Available from good independent electrical ruafiera, selected Electricity Corn pantos end Co-op Societies, AOders, ApoBo, BenteNa, Currys, HeiTOde. 
House of Fraser, John Leeds, Miller Bros, P ower People, Selfridges, Tempo and other leading department storea. For your n on rae t outlet call 0800 132332. 


Advanced 


uneeri 


from Germany 


AEG 


Kate Clanchy was bora m Glasgow in 1965. She was educat- 
ed m Edinburgh and Oxford and now lives in East London 
where she worksas a schoolteacher. The recipient of a Gre- 
8°ry Award in 1994, her work appeared last year ii lAnvil New 
Poets r *, and a first collection. Slattern (Chatto, £6.99), fir>m 
wnicn this poem is taken, is published today. Wry bold and 
witty, Qanchy’s verse is rooted in the vernacular men and boys: 
clothes, shoes and hat*;; love, loss, confusion; most cleverly a 
pungent and sensuous treatment of the smells of life. 
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Help to r the homeless: Russian capital plans shelters for some of the thousands who sleep rough in sub zero temperatures 

fr~- ■' I] Moscow’s legion of despair 
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PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 

Threatened by tuberculosis, 
low temperatures and an as- 
sortment of other nasty condi- 
tions, Russia's homeless have 
begun the New Year with a 
small glimmer of hope - the an- 
nouncement that moves are fi- 


cripplcd legs folded beneath 
him, waiting for a glimmer ol 
charity from the sea of com- 
muters which swept endlessly 
past, back at work for the first 
day after the New Year. 

Chane.es in the calendar nat- 
ter (hr less to this 20year-o!d in- 
valid than the contents of tus 

plastic baa, his version of® b®E" 
■ i i cite at his feel 


iss®®i 

a^fflfiaas*?afr»- -rafe.- 





nounceraent tnat moves are n- ^ r‘ 7 ,;„ f hic fr r. 

□ally planned m Moscow to gingbowUrhichsiBa hBfcci 
provide roofs over their heads, not far from they* !“« 
The city authorities say they pavement at which he stores 
will open' 10 shelters this year without miemipiiMU not even 
for the growing army of people lifting his face when af 

living on ihe streets, including dred roubles JhUter down frun 
“ ...i ika.;, hr,mAc and a njwser-bv. ^uCV say ll *5 me 
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On the strap-heap: A Russian vagrant picking through a rubbish dump Photograph: Peter Tumley/Black Star/Colorificl 
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Sarajevo 
detentions 
leave Nato 


living on me sirctis. uwuuuig 
some who lost their homes and 
jobs in ihe slump following, the 
collapse of the Soviet Union. 

The initiative sounds like a 
drop in the ocean until it is com- 
pared with present arrange- 
ments: the entire metropolis has 
one government- run hostel for 
the homeless, with room for 24 
people. Some 250.000 people 
bunk down every night in sta- 
tions, doorways, heating vents, 
or anywhere else that affords 
shelter from the deadly -20C 
temperatures. 

They include Andrei, sitting 


a passer-by. “They say it is the 

Strongest who survive, and the 
weaker who die.” He says this 
with such an air of misery that 
one need not ask which category 
he places himself in. _ . 

Five years ago, in Soviet 
times. Andrei - who spends his 
nights in railway stations - 
could not have lived as he now 
does. Homelessness was illegal: 
police from die Interior Ministry 
patrolled the streets, dispatch- 
ing vagrants to jail-like hostels. 
In Moscow, the penalty for be- 
ine found more than twice in a 

3 -.1 nr H(V<. 


They include Andrei, sitting mg mu™ — - --- 

yesterday in the grimy walkway year without an addressordoc- 
of a Moscow metro stotion, his uments was six months jail. 


In December 1993 the law 
was scrapped. The number of 
vagrants has since swelled 
steadily as the economy de- 
clined. Charity workers say four 
out of five are men, usually be- 
tween 25 and 40. including 
many from the ex-Soviet re- 
publics. They come in the be- 
lief that Moscow is, if not paved 
with gold, at least a dependable 
source of employtnenL 

What they discover, howev- 
er, is a world where it is infinitely 
easier to develop tuberculosis, 
lice or scabies - or to receive a 
beating from the police - than 
it is to secure a job. So they of- 
ten turn to begging. 

But Russia's homeless - 
known as bomzhi (a police 
acronym for someone with no 
fixed address: bez opreatly- 
onnoqo mesta zhitelstva ) do not 
always conform to the caricature 
of the criminal, habitually va- 
grant, Western hobo, even 
though about 20 per rent are cx- 
convicts. “We quite often have 
people who have uruversily- 
level education and who had a 
job and lost it." said Siobhan 
Keegan, medical co-ordinator 
with Medecins sans Frontieres 


(MSF). which runs several med- 
ical centres for the homeless in 
Moscow. 

In Soviet times, the authori- 
ties instructed businesses to 
employ and house vagrants, no 
mailer how ill-suitedlhcy were 
to work. Now. privatised com- 
panies welcome the prospect of 
a bomzhi worker with about as 
much relish as a tax demand, 
and rarely take Ihem on. Andrei 
liad seven years of secondary ed- 
ucation before being injured in 
a bad fall: “Who will lake me 
as a worker ? You have to be able 
to do something." 

News that the city is finally 
moving to provide shelters 
elicited no more than a shrug 
from him. Nor was Miss Kee- 
gan popping open the cham- 
pagne, although she gave the 
announcement a cautious wel- 
come: •'We would be very hap- 
py if they can do something, but 
our experience here has taught 
us to adopt a wait-and-see at- 
titude." An announcement by 
Itar-Tass news agency underlines 
her point. ‘'Yeltsin orders an end 
to vagnxncv and begging,' it 
trumpets. But it was dated 3 No- 
vember 1993. 


powerless 


EMMA DA1Y 

Sarajevo 

Serb officials yesterday admit- 
ted detaining a number of 
Bosnian citizens travelling 
through enemy territory along 
roads into Sarajevo supposed- 
ly secured by Nato troops, 
prompting the first real test for 
the peace force and an argu- 
ment over the division of mili- 
tary and civilian responsibilities. 

Despite a high-level meeting 
between a Nato commander 
and the Serbs, none of the 16 
people identified by the gov- 
ernment as detainees have been 
freed. .And while a spokesman 
for Nato's peace implementa- 
tion force (I-For) said free 
movement was an issue for 
Carl BUdt’s civilian mission, he 
urged the military to intervene. 

The Serbs did release three 
elderly Bosnians who strayed 
into enemy territory late on 
Tuesday, but they were not 
among the 16 listed as missing. 

At a 15-minute meeting yes- 
terday between the two parties 

the Serbs offered to swap those 

arrested in a prisoner-of-war ex- 
change, according to a source 
close to the talks. The Bosnian 
government refused the offer: 
“They are all civilians," the 
source said indignantly- _ 
Under intense questioning 
from journalists, spokesmen 
for 1-For, which is responsible 

for creating a secure environ- 
ment across Bosnia* insisted the 
matter should be dealt with by 
the civilian mission, which is to 
include an international police 

force. Mr Bildt, its boss, final- 
ly arrived in Sarajevo yesterday, 
lagging behind the military bv 
two weeks and complaining of 
a lack of resources. 

He accepted criticism of his 
slow start, but said I-For ought 
to help fill the vacuum. Until his 
police force is operating, “it is 
important that all of the avail- 
able resources here are used to 
trv and secure freedom ot 
movement”, Mr Bildt said. 

His first stop would be a vis- 
it to the I-For commander. Ad- 
miral Leighton Srmth in 
Sarajevo, to discuss the plight 
of the detainees. “Freedom of 
movement will have to be guar- 
anteed one way or the other, 
and we would have to use those 
assets that, are in place in order 
to try ahd ensure that freedom 

of movement" he said. 

William Peny, the US De- 
fense Secretary, who aton- 
ed Sarajevo yesterday, aped. 
“It’s very important that the po- 


lice force gets in and established 
...as soon as possible. In the 
meantime, Nato's force will do 
what it can to assist." 

Mr Peny, the most senior US 
politician to visit Bosnia in war- 
time, was optimistic about 
I-For’s mission. “We’ve got 
peace breaking out, we’ve got 
Nato on the ground." he said. 

In an attempt to improve the ef- 
ficiency of those forces, al- 
liance troops manning the road 
through Ilidza are now advising 
Bosnian civilians to travel in 
convoys of three to four cars to 
prevent further abductions. 

Lieutenant-General Sir 
Michael Walker, commander of 
Nato land forces in Bosnia, 
raised the issue of illegal de- 
tentions with the Serb mayor of 
Ilidza. Nedzeljko Prstojevic, at 
a lunch-lime meeting yesterday. 
“We have agreed that the ques- 
tion, in so far as it peels the 
peace agreement, is unsatis- 
factory,’' the general said af- 
terwards. “The mayor quite 
understands that the require- 
ments of the Dayton peace 
agreement are such that there 
is to be total freedom of move- 
ment throughout the country. 
This is clearly not the case." 

Mr Prstojevic. wearing army 
fatigues. sai± “The implemen- 
tation of the peace accord is 
gradual, but for the lime being 
citizens are allowed to move 
along agreed roads." he said, in 
direct contradiction of Gen 
Walker. “There will not be any 
problems if civilians use the nor- 
mal routes." 

Mr Prstojevic refused to give 
names or numbers for those de- 
tained, but said all but three had 
been released “or are now leav- 
ing prison". The three, held at 
Kola prison and charged with 
unspecified crimes relating to 
smuggling, illegal trade and 
mistreating an old woman, had 
ventured off the main road , 
“very far into Serb territory” . I 
However. Bosnian officials 
said none of those detained had 
been released by nightfall. An 
I- For spokesman, Lt-Col Mark 
Ravner, said Nato was “very 
concerned" about their safety, 
but defended I-For against 
charges of laxity over security 

along ihe road. 

“Can we be expected to pre- 
vent everv lawless act that aught 
occur in any other count!}' in the 
world?" Admiral Smith asked. 
Observers were surprised to 
hear what seems to be r a sys- 
tematic policy, enacted by Serb 
police along old and fanultor 
lines, described m such terms. 
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At first glance the Cabaret would seem to be the rear spoiler and sport style bumpers. Notice 

the ideal choice for all those family outings. how they're colour coded to match the metallic 

What with central double locking, electric body paint n (Just one of six colours available.) 


®T»33SEsSSa 


front windows and an anti-theft alarm its certainly 
not lacking in refinement But look a little closer. 
The wheels are five spoke alloys? - Then there’s 


Be under no illusions. The Cabaret is more 
than just an average family saloon. 

Under the bonnet is a Zetec 1.6i, 16 valve 


engine. Although we’ve a choice of L4i or 18 Turbo 
diesel if you prefer. 

But with an on the road price* of £12,200 fa 
mere £11,600 for the L4i), this sporty edition could 
be the most sensible family 
car you’re ever likely to buy. 
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Arafat’s 

guards hold 
top rights 
activist 
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ERIC SIU/ER 

Jerusalem 

Palestinian security forces, who 
last week detained an Arabic 
newspaper editor for disobey- 
iM orders to put a story in praise 
of Yasser Arafat on the front 


On Tuesday night they seized 
Bassam Eid, a leading Arab 
human rights activist, from bis 
home in an East Jerusalem 
refugee camp. Last night Pales- 
tinian spokesmen were denying 
all knowledge of his where- 
abouts. 

Mr Eid, 36, the father of 
eight children, made his name 
as a fearless field worker for the 
Israeli human rights organisa- 
tion B’tselem. Throughout the 
seven years of the intifada, he 
was responsible for reports high- 
lighting Israeli human rights vi- 
olations. Since tire Oslo peace 
agreement in September 1956, 
he has focused on abuses by the 
Palestinian security services. 

Yesterday Mr Eid was al- 
lowed to telephone B’tselem. 
He told the organisation thar he 
had been detained by Force 17, 
Mr Arafat’s 6lite personal 
guard, and taken to Ram ah ah. 
18 miles north of Jerusalem, 
which reverted to Palestinian 
rule last week. 

By last night, nothing more 
had been beard of him. A 
spokesman for the Palestinian 
National Authority denied that 
Force 17 was responsible, and 
blamed the arrest on “uncon- 
trolled elements'*. 

Mr Eid’s latest dossier, pub- 
lished last August, listed dozens 
of cases in which the Palestin- 
ian Preventive Security Service 
kidnapped and tortured West 
Bank Palestinians living in areas 
still controlled tty Israel. Last 
week he condemned the arrest 
of the Palestinian editor, Maher 


Alanti, who was released after 
six days. “It shows,” Mr Eid told 
reporters, “that Yasser Arafat 
doesn’t care about the freedom 
of the press.” 

He has also worked with a 
team from the Paris-based me- 
dia defence group Reporters 
Sans Fronti&res (RSF). which is 
monitoring the 20 January 
Palestinian legislative elections. 
Last weekend they severely 
criticised public-sector Pales- 
tinian radio and television for 
denying opposition candidates 
a fair share of their campaign 
coverage. Mr Eld endorsed 
their criticism. 

The human rights activist 
has frequently been threatened 
by both Israelis and Palestinians, 
but this is the first time he has 
been taken into custody. Yizhar 
Be’er, B’tselem ’s executive di- 
rector, said: “We are very con- 
cerned about Palestinian 
respect for human rights. We 
bold the Palestinian authorities 


ana for his early release. His 
arrest is entirely unacceptable.” 

Thieny Ouvellier, head of the 
RSF monitoring learn, protested 
to Mr Arafat “We have been try- 
ing all day to get more infor- 
mation on where he is detained 
and when he will be released,” 
he said last night “But so far we 
have heard nothing more.” 

Mr Cruvellier suspected the 
arrest was linked to Mr Eid’s 
censure of the editor's 
detention. 

■ Nabatiyeh, Lebanon ( AP) — 
Israel yesterday released five 
Lebanese prisoners from the no- 
torious Khiam detention camp 
in the occupied southern 
Lebanon border enclave. The 
five had been hdd for more than 
five years by the Israeli-allied 
South Lebanon Army militia on 
suspicion of launching guerril- 
la attacks on Israeli forces. 


Singapore's 
£9bn plan to 
to curb the car 


STEPHEN VINES 

Hong Kong 

Singapore's ever-vigflant plan- 
ners have decided that more 
than £9bn should be spent on 
an ultra-modern public trans- 
port system aimed at virtually 
eliminating the car from the is- 
land state. 

The use of cars, already a lux- 
ury in Singapore, will increas- 
ingly be discouraged by heavier 
taxes and electronic road-pric- 
ing systems. While other coun- 
tries, including the United 
Kingdom, have shunned railway 
development because of the 
high cost of construction, the 
Singaporeans see no alternative 
to the reliability and speed of 
railways and their kindness to 
the environment. 

The aim, outlined in a 72- 
page White Paper, is not only 
to create an expanded domes- 
tic transport network but to pro- 
vide the basis for an electric rail 
link stretching through 
Malaysia to Thailand. The rail- 
way wDI be integrated with Sin- 
gapore's new, but as yet 
relatively small, mass rapid 
transit underground system and 
the light rail system, used for 
shorter journeys. 

The standard of buses will be 
upgraded to create what is de- 
scribed as a more customer-ori- 
ented service. Bus flaw would 
be improved by satellite-assist- 
ed tracking systems to improve 
scheduling. 

As for cars, the planners 
have found to their dismay’ that 
despite Singapore's small size - 
about the same as the Isle of 
Wight - the average mileage of 
Singaporean cars is among the 


highest in the world. They ex- 
plain this by saying that car own- 
ers are more likely to use their 
vehicles, as they haw had to pay 
such a high price to buy them. 

Despite the war on car use. 
this week’s White Paper reluc- 
tantly concedes that by 20 1 0 one 
in seven Singaporeans will own 
a car, compared with the cur- 
rent ratio of one in ten. 

One method of providing a 
form of private transport, while 
discouraging car use, will be to 
offer “car-Uke” taxi services, 
with taxis given guidance on the 
best routes by satellite. 

The high price of the new 
transport infrastructure will be 
met by taxpayers financing the 
construction cost and the pur- 
chase of equipment such as 
trains, while the operating cost 
should be covered by fares. 
Car users will contribute heav- 
ily, both by having lo bid for li- 
cences to buy cars and by the 
road tolls imposed through an 
electronic road-pricing system. 

Londoners may be puzzled by 
Singapore's belief that their 
city’s mass transit system should 
serve as a model. Presumably 
Singapore win not be aiming to 
replicate some of the planning 
chaos surrounding the London 
Underground, but, in its char- 
acteristically determined way, 
the government will ensure that 
property and transport devel- 
opment proceed hand in hand. 

Although the expenditure 
for the new system is vast -over 
£30,000 per head of the popu- 
lation - it embraces many de- 
velopments which are already 
on the stocks and, over 20 
years, should be easy enough to 
absorb. 



In the frame: A printer loads campaign posters yesterday for the Palestinian elections Photog’Bph: Jacqueline Atzl/AP 


Confusion over Kashmir hostages 

Srinagar — The fate of the four Western tourists held hostage 
in Kashmir, including two Britons, continues to hang in the bal- 
ance, writes Mnkfatar Ahmad. The Al-Farau kidnap group yes- 
terday expressed “surprise” over an official statement that the 
-hostages were sighted in the village of Hakura Budsgam in South 
Kashmir. The AJ-Karan statement alleged that “the sighting of the 
tourists at Hakura is understandable since the Indian army has a 
big camp at this village". The group insisted the “four foreign 
hostageswere taken crverby the Indian army in an encounter with 
the Al-Faran on 4 December last year at the village of Dab ran in 
Smth Kashmir”. Meanwhile in the centre of New Delhi a bomb 
IdOed at least six people and seriously wounded about 20. In Sri- 
nagar a man claiming to speak for the Jammu and Kashmir Is- 


for detonating the device in Delhi's crowded Qutub Road area. 

Papandreou may seek treatment in US 

Athens — Doctors were examining the possibility of flying the 
tilling Greek Prime Minister, Andreas- Papandreou, to the 
United States for further treatment. A State Department offi- 
cial said that although an airlift request had not yet been made, 
American medical specialists were being sent to examine Mr Pa- 
pandreou. Now in his seventh week in critical condition in hos- 
pital, Mr Papandreouhas suffered heavy damage to his kidneys, 
the latest medical bulletin said. The rating socialists are divided 
over whether to-fmd a successor or wait in the unlikely event that 
Mr Papandreou will be able to resume his duties. AP 

Tourists kidnapped In Costa Rica 

$an Jose : — A group of at least 10 aimed men kidnapped two 
European women from a hotel in northern Costa Rica on Tues- 
day, police said. The kidnappers demanded a Sim (£650,000) ran- 
som. Nlchola Fleucfaaus of Germany and Regula Susana Sigfried 
of Switzerland were seized in San Carlos, near the Nicaraguan 
border. Police believe they were taken to nearby mountains-'!/ 3 

Expelled charity told of Rwanda atrocities 

Paris —The charity MedetinsSansFrontiSxes, one of 43 aid agen- 
cies expelled from Rwanda, said its French wing was thrown out 
for reporting atrocities committed by the authorities. The Rwan- 
dan government ordered the foreign aid agencies out of the coun- 
try last month, saying they had failed to register. Reuter 

Toddler dies under snowman 

Zurich — A Swiss man building a snowman buried and killed his 
two-year-old daughter. Police believe the man, from Bauma near 
Zurich, accidently rolled a big ball of snow aver the girl. Sbe died 
while her father and neighbours searched for her. Reuter 
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I THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 




Britain's 

Biggest 


Computer Superstore 


£ 1499 


486DX4 75MHz proces sor. 8 Mb RAM. 

520Mb hard disk. 1(X4* TFT colour display. 

2 type 11 PCMCIA slots. ********** 

Windows 95. £V|1 QQeX 

MODEL: T2130CT COLOUR 


486 DX475MHt processor. 8 Mb R AM. 
350Mb bard disk. 95" co lour TFT i 
display. Tajchpad pointing device. * 
MODEL VERSA 2000C 


*1999 


SAVE s £100 

4 DESKTOP PCs 


FUJITSU ICL 


SAVE s £6C 

1 ON PERIPHERALS 

1 '•1 -' V, d 

SAVE 

1 ^ A 
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•W6DX2S(TMHt jrciws9or.4t.tb RAM. 
420Mb hard disk. 14" SVGA monitor, 
dual speed multimedia, Windows 95 
& 5 CD tides. Was £899. 

MODEL 4254M MULTIMEDIA 


*639! 


MODEL ],0 Gbyte 


«■ — ■Msi-ASTS^ CD 6x 


■I 



£ 179 


EX 
VAT | 


Intel Pentium 75MHz processor. 

8Mb RAM, 540Mb hard disk. Quad speed 
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City of the future: Singapore wants ultra-modern rail 
links to Malaysia and Thailand Photograph: Reuter 
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Secret of the ‘Asia tigers’ lures UK leaders 


Ssr* 

^fcffidly, New Year isatime 

S V eK' oslan er^pingfor 
jravei brochures and dreaming 

DolhW 10 f ? r ‘ Qun S Pans- Tht 

acallS? 8 * U 5 eeins » lh is 
seasonal wanderlust 

colmR^'f 1 Secretary, Mai- 
SSu Rl ? and : B one of a 
hi!S h ° f * l “ nr Politicians to 
head east this week - arriving 
“ Hong Kong at the weekend, 
and Ravelling from there to Chi- 
na Tony Blair, the Labour 
leader, is on his way to Tokyo 
and Singapore. Michael PortiUa 
die Defence Secretary, is in 
bouth Korea, heading for 
Japan. 

D .£* bis position, Mr 

Ki Hand's visit is relatively un- 
encumbered by party politics. 
His concern is, above alt prepa- 
ration for the smooth handover 
of Hong Kong to China in 18 
months time. After some re- 
newed tensions in recent 
months — including the sum- 
moning of the acting Chinese 
ambassador in London over 
abusive remarks made about the 
Governor of Hong Kong, Chris 
Patten - the Chinese have be- 
come almost courteous. British 
officials praise the “reasonably 
positive mood" in Peking, while 
simultaneously urging caution. 

Mr Rifkinds visit is intend- 
ed to “reassure people in Hong 
Kong and the international 
community”. Certainly, reas- 
surance is still needed. As Hong 
Kong’s D-Day approaches, Chi- 
na’s intentions remain as un- 


clear as ever. Britain almost 
openly admits that it no longer 
has much influence on China's 
behaviour. London must rely, in 
effect, on Peking behaving de- 
cently of its own accord. 

China's behaviour in recent 
weeks has made it clear that it 
still takes scant notice of inter- 
national opinion on political 
rights. The imprisonment for 14 
years of the leading dissident, 
Wei Jingsheng, caused worries 
m Hong Kong, because of the 
implications for the colony. Mr 
Patten insisted that “our pa- 
tience, while legendary, is not 
infinite". Martin Lee, leader of 
Hong Kong's Democratic Par- 
ty, noted sceptically that Mr Pat- 
ten would be “judged by 
history". 

Mr Rifkind's main purpose is 
to consolidate relations, not to 
put Peking under pressure. Of- 
ficials in London insist that 
there is “no daylight whatsoev- 
er" between Mr Patten and the 
British Government But Mr 
Patten's tone has often been 
brusquer than that of the For- 
eign Office. The British believe 
that it is “a great pity" that Chi- 
na excluded leading local de- 
mocrats from its key 
Preparatory Committee, which 
is due (o steer Hong Kong 
through the transition from 
British to Chinese rale. But Mr 
Rifldnd will not press the point 
at his meetings in Peking next 
week. 

One reason for British cir- 
cumspection - references to 
the imprisonment of Mr Wei, 
for example, come almost as an 


afterthought - is the lure of Chi- 
nese business, which no West- 
ern country warns to lose. This, 
in a sense, is the common fac- 
tor in all this week's long-haul 
trips. 

The lessons of Asian business 
will be on Mr Blair’s agenda, 
when he begins a four-day swing 
today through Japan and Sin- 
gapore to underline his message 
that Asian economic success is 
underpinned by investment in 
“human capital". 

Contradicting recent Con- 
servative claims that the success 
of the “Asian tigers" can be put 
down to low taxes and deregu- 
lated markets, Mr Blair will fo- 
cus on policies for education 
and “lifelong learning". 

In a speech in Tokyo tomor- 
row, Mr Blair is expected to de- 
scribe the globalisation of 
economics as the defining chal- 
lenge of our time, with “enor- 
mous potential for good, but 
also displacing people and in- 
dustries and causing job 
insecurity". 

In meeting this challenge, he 
believes “left-of-centre thinking 
across the world" has to be "re- 
shaped". a spokesman for the 
Labour leader said yesterday, 
stressing low inflation, open 
trade, “proper" infrastructure, 
public-private partnerships, in- 
ternationally competitive tax 
rates, regulation that is not 
rigid and bureaucratic and. 
“above all, investment in peo- 
ple as our main resource". 

On Sunday Mr Blair travels 
to Singapore, where he will 
also talk lo business leaders, and 



Hand of friendship: Michael 


where his path will cross that of 
Howard Davies, Deputy Gov- 
ernor of the Bank of England, 
as well as that of Chris Smith, 
Mr Blair's social security 
spokesman, who is looking at 


In Manila by his Philippines counterpart, Renarto de Villa 


the Central Provident Fund of 
the Singapore welfare system. 

Mr Portillo, meanwhile, has 
been in the Philippines and ar- 
rives in South Korea today, be- 
fore flying to Tokyo at the 


weekend. The official focus of 
his trip is “security and stabili- 
ty in the region”. But he and 
other Euro-sceptics have made 
no secret of their firm belief that 
Asia rather than Europe 
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the computer superstore 


holds the key to success. 

The n iynrift of the third Cab- 
inet member in Asia - Michael 
Howard, the Home Secretary - 
is rather different. He is now in 
India, and will move on to Pak- 


Photograph: Reuter 

bum, to hold a series of meet- 
ings with senior officials, on 
problems associated with im- 
migration into the UK. Not so 
much learning lessons as deliv- 
ering them. 


Clarke picks historic 
day for Argentine trip 


Was the rimin g coincidence, or 
was Kenneth Clarke, the Chan- 
cellor, sending some kind of sig- 
nal over the future of the 
Falkland Islands? writes Phil 
Davison. 

His visit to Buenos Aires 
this week, the first by a senior 
minister since the 1982 FaJ Is- 
lands war. was to discuss trade 
and investment. But his meet- 
ing with President Carlos Men- 
em and ministers yesterday 
came on rather a special day. 
On 3 January 1833, a British 
fleeL told the Argentines they 
should leave the South Atlantic 
islands known to mainlandeis as 
Las Malvinas. As far as Ar- 
gentina is concerned, it was the 
original British occupation of 
the Rilklands which eventually 
led to the war of 1982. 

As the Chancellor met Mr 


Menem, the Argentine press 
carried the Foreign Ministry's 
annual statement reaffirming 
Argentina's sovereignty over 
the islands. Argentina “intends 
to continue talks with the Unit- 
ed Kingdom with the aim of 
reaching new agreements in 
the south-west Atlantic". 

The Falkland islanders ex- 
pressed concern ovct Mr 
Clarke's timing, as they did 
over the visit to Argentina in 
November by the Princess of 
Wales. They fell the astute Mr 
Menem used the visit by the 
Princess to further Argentina s 
sovereignty claim. 

Mr Clarke led a high-pow- 
ered business delegation lo Ar- 
gentina, aimed mainly at 
increasing investment in the 
country, especially in newly- 
privatised utilities. 
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MORTGAGE INTEREST RATES 

Notice Is hereby given that the following Mortgage Rates for 
new business are affective from 1 st January. 1 996. 


VARIABLE RATE LOANS 


RATE% 


APR % 

75% LOAN 
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Endowment 7.45 7.80 

The decrease in mortgage rates will be applied from 
1st January. 1996. 


APR % 

90% LOAN 

8.20 

7.90 


INVESTMENT INTEREST RATES 

Notice is hereby given that the following Investment Rates are 
effective from 1st January, 1996. 
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Butterflies die by the million in 


PHIL DAVISON 

Latin America Correspondent 

Between 20 and 30 million of 
the world's most beautiful but- 
terflies, of the North American 
Monarch species, may have 
teen wiped out by snow and 
freezing weather this week in 
the Mexican mountain forest 
where they spend the winter. 

Mexican ecologists who vis- 
ited the Oyamel fir forest in the 
state of Micfaoacan reported 
that at least a third, possibly 
half, of the estimated 60 million 
hibernating Monarchs had 
frozen to death or been buried 
under a foot of snow. 

The picturesque orange-and- 
black butterflies are renowned 
foT their 3,000- mile odyssey 
from the northern United 
States and Canada to the same 
Mexican forest every winter, 
taking up to three months at 30 
miles a day and. an altitude of 
oae mile. 

"The situation is devastating,’’ 
said Hoxnero Aridjis, a Mexican 
poet and leader of the “Group 
of 100" lobby of environmen- 
talists. “Ifoo of our biologists vis- 
ited the butterflies' winter 
reserves and estimated that at 
least one-third had been wiped 



out, blown from their perches Monarchs, known to science as 
on the fir trees and buried in the Danaus plaapptu, are not en- 
snow. It’s passible up to half of daggered as a species by their 
them have died.” latest losses. They are more 

Despite the catastrophe, the threatened by maeased inggmg 
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Last flutter: In the fir forest where the butterflies 
winter, a visitor examines victims of the coki snap 


of their reserves, which is re- 
moving their protection from 
the elements. Mi Aridjis said. 
They wiD probably restore then- 
numbers quickly if breeding 
conditions are good on their way 
back to the north, he added. 

An unusually bad snowstorm 
which occurred in 1992 wiped 
out at least 70 per cent of the 
hibernating Monarchs in Mi- 
choacan stale, but the butterflies 
axe already close to their pre- 
vious levels. 

After flying down in October 
from as far north as Ontario, the 
Monarchs settle beneath the 
normal snow line over several 
square miles of forest west of 
Mexico City on mountains that 
reach more than 10,000ft. 

Visitors who trek to see them 
in normal weather are stunned 
by a solid landscape of orange 
and black as the butterflies 
cover the ground and trees. If 
disturbed, they almost black 
out the sky and sound like a 
heavy drizzle as they flutter in 
their milli ons. 

It is impossible to visit the 
area without trampling hun- 
dreds, if not thousands cf Mon- 
archs underfoot, since they also 
cover all pathways, a dilemma 
which has led Mr Aridjis's 


group to call on the Mexican 
government to restrict access to 
the reserves. 

Picnickers who play loud mu- 
sic and leave litter also endao- 
tbe butterflies, but their 
(problem of recent years 
has been the gradual defor- 
estation of the area by loggers. 

The local Oyamel fir trees 
usually act as an umbrella for 
the butterflies a gamst heavy 
rains and rarer, snow storms, 
such as the one last weekend. 

On their flight from the 
north-eastern US and Canada 
the butterflies stick to the US 
east coast and invariably make 
a “pit stop" around St Marks in 
Florida to goige themselves on 
milkweed, which wfll give them 
enough body fat to survive the 
winter. 

White milkweed’s poisonous 
sap is avoided by most other 
creatines, it is absorbed by the 
Monarchs and gives them a nat- 
ural defence against predators. 

Monarchs often live up to 10 
months, mostly surviving the 
epic journey sooth but dying 
while laying their eggp along the 
Gulf coast of the US — in 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alaba- 
ma or Florida — on their more 
westerly return trip. 


Light fantastic: Monarchs at rest cm a snow-decked branch. It is estimated that 20 
to 30 mlinoa of them died in cold weather at the weekend Photographs: AP 
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Budget row 
throws US 
embassies 
into chaos 


JOHN GARUN 

Washington 

Drinking water deliveries to 
US diplomats in Havana have 
been stopped because last 
month’s mil went unpaid. The 
US embassy in Hanoi has been 

warned to pay up £1,000 in over- 
due electricity payments or the 
power will be cut off. 

Because of the government 
cadi freeze resulting from the 
inability of Congress and the 
White House to agree on a na- 
tional budget, American diplo- 
matic missions are in turmoil, 
unable to come up with the cash 
to pay for local services and lo- 
caDy-hired staff. In Mexico, 
where people cany resentment 
against the United States in 
their bones, newspaper com- 
mentators have been chortling 
at the embarrassment of Unde 
Sam, prompting a huffy re- 


every day. Meals-on-wheels for 
the elderly are expected to shut 
down in a dozen states; short- 
ages of food and supplies are be- 
ing reported in veterans' 
hospftak and in federal prisons; 
tourism is suffering, because 
museums and national parks 
have been closed and because 
of the incapacity of foreign em- 
bassies to supply visas -US air- 
tines are reporting that their 
inbound international flights 
are carrying half the normal 
load of passengers. 

President Bill Clinton and the 
leaders of the Republican ma- 
jorities in the House and Sen- 
ate, Newt Gingrich and Bob 
Dole, concluded three hours of 
talks on Tuesday night They re- 
ported no breakthrough, but 
“constructive progress”. 

A concern uppermost in the 
minds of politicians of all sides 
is that they should not be iden- 


“The embassy wishes to j 
it dear,” a statement said, “that 
this situation arises from the 
constitutional definitions of 
how tiie United States budget 
is passed into law, and does not 
it any fundamental in- 
of the United States of 
America to pay its bilL” 

A senior official at the State 
Department suggested, how- 
ever, that the caricature of the 
US as a giant “banana repub- 
lic" is not all that far off the 
mark. Richard Moose, under- 
secretary of state for manage- 
ment, told the Washington Ibst. 
“My threshold of believing what 
cant happen is getting lower all 
(he time." 

The point has been reached, 
for example, where American 
embassies are unable to pay for 
the meals of their Marine 
guards. In Colombia, consular 
officials deployed to deal with 
the families of the victims of last 
week's American Airlines plane 
crash worked officially as vol- 
unteers, because there was no 
money to pay their wages. 

If the US is becoming a 
laughing stock overseas, at 
home there is growing outrage, 
not least because the congress- 
men responsible for the gov- 
ernment shut-down (yesterday 
into its 19th day) continue to re- 
ceive their wages mi time and, 

in some cases, to venture off on 
foreign trips. 

Few are more outraged than 
the government workers, 
760,000 of whom have not been 
shoe 16 December. The 
of Labour report- 
ed yesterday that 96,000 gov- 
ernment employees had applied 
for unemployment benefits, 
more have been be- 
their banks for inter- 
est-free credit to tide them 
over so they can pay their mort- 
gages and other bate- 
. The fall-out of the wrangling 
in Washington is affecting a 
growing number of people 



Clinton: Worried about 
being Mamed for mess 

tifled as being to blame for the 
mess. Yesterday it became clear 
that the greatest stumbling 
block is the House of Repre- 
sentatives. The Senate voted on 
TUesday night for the govern- 
ment to be immediately re- 
opened and for unpaid staff 
immediately to receive their 
overdue cheques, but the 
House is refusing to go akmg. 
Mr Dole, Mr Clinton's prob- 


said enough was enough: “I 
don’t see any sense in whai 
we’ve been doing." He dis- 
agreed with Mr Gingrich and his 
zealous Republican foo (sol- 
diers in the House. Mr Gingrich 
insisted yesterday be would 
continue to play the shut-down 
card as a means of pressuring 
Mr Clinton to accept Republi- 
can proposals for balancing the 

federal budget by the year 2002. 

The President rejects the 
proposals because they would 
cut social welfare while pro- 
viding tax breaks for the nch. 

Mike McCuny, the White 
House spokesman, yesterday 
said Mr Gingrich belonged to 
“a gruesome group" of ob- 
structionist Congressional Re- 
publicans, a . description which 
may not have aided the talks Mr 
Clinton held yesterday with the 
House Speaker and Mr Dole. 

Markets, page 18 
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international 


Delors fears Franco-German clash 


^Wbeievskv, 

SagUBs: 

Sass 

saJSSKsss 

toougb^ n ?Jf ,bject hilherto 

“wu/jm sefued, or too riskv to 

pr«S ed ? ta “- ;n >'fo^r 
president of the Eurouean 
Commission and the hkE 
Frangpjs Furet have both said 


this week that, whether or not 
curope turns out to be the so- 
lution, a preponderant Ger- 
many could veiy w e il be the 
problem, as it has been before. 

For these two figures - one 
ttom the left, the oLher from the 
right - to sound so public a 
War ning shows the growing con- 
cern in France. Mr Delors de- 
cided last year not to stand for 
the French presidency race be- 
cause he feared to inflame the 
European issue in France. 

Reviewing a new book about 
Europe by Laurent Cohen-Tan- 
gui in the magazine Nouvel 
Obsmvteur yesterday, Mr De- 
lors wrote: “I cannot but ap- 
prove when the author invites 
us not to focus more than nec- 


essary on the classic reservations 
of Great Britain [about Europe J 
... Let us have the courage to 
recognise that the real risk to- 
day is not so much the risk of a 
Euro-British crisis as that of a 
Franco-German split.'’ 

Interviewed the previous day 
in the daily newspaper Figaro, 
Mr Furet said: “France today 
has two main problems: the- first 
is that of budget deficits ... the 
other, that of Europe... But 
these (wo problems have the 
same face: Germany." 

France’s deficit-cutting drive, 
which provoked the recent pub- 
lic-sector strikes, is partly a re- 
sponse to German dismay at the 
prospect of a European cur- 
rency replacing the strong mark 


without other countries match- 
ing German fiscal discipline. 

Mr Furet added that “120 
years after Bismarck and two 
world wars, we find ourselves 
facing the very same question 
that was posed at the end of the 
last century: how can Europe be 
made to live when it has such a 
German preponderance?" 

Mr Delors criticises Mr Co- 
hcn-Tangui’s view that the fall 
of the Berlin wall called into 
question the guiding ideas of the 
European Union's founders. 
But in maintaining that these 
principles, above all the desir- 
ability of locking Germany into 
a politically as well as econom- 
ically united Europe, are more 
necessary Lhan ever, Mr Delore 


warns that this project could fail 

“By swinging between the 
reflex of sovereignty a la 
angfaise and federalist ambilion 
a la Germany, the native land 
of Jean Mantlet [founding fa- 
ther of the EU] ... risks dis- 
couraging those German 
leaders who have repeatedly 
and unfailingly shown their al- 
legiance to a European Ger- 
many rather lhan a German 
Europe.” 

For such an ardent European 
as Mr Delore even to hazard 
such a thought in public, even 
as a pretext for proposing a 
“European federation of nation- 
siates A . suggests the Franco- 
German relationship is not as 
solid as both sides insist 


Mr Furet’s historical allu- 
sions drive home the point. 
The reason why the German 
problem has retumed^he says, 
is “because Germany is at the 
centre of Europe, it is the most 
productive ana most populous 
country, it is unified and, with 
the end of Communism and for 
the first time since Peter the 
Great, »t has no counterbalance 
in the East We therefore face 

a Europe in potential, if not Teal, 

diseq uilibrium, where Germany 
is the dominant power.” 

The depth of French fears 
was clear last year. Successive 
Franco-German meetings, in- 
cluding two summits held at 
short notice on French instiga- 
tion, seemed designed to reas- 


sure Germans about France's 
commitment to Europe under 
President Jacques Chirac, and 
its determination to meet the 
Maastricht criteria for a single 
currency. 

However, German concerns 
about France and Maastricht 
pale into insignificance com- 
pared with France's fears about 
Germany’s commitment lo the 
European project. It fcare a Eu- 
rope so dominated by Ger- 
many that it is in effect German: 
it fears the idea of a federal Eu- 
rope in which national sover- 
eignty, including that of France, 
is sacrificed. Above all it fears 
that if Germany forsakes the sin- 
gle currency, the European 
project is dead. 


Strikers take 
the Mickey 
out of Disney 


MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 

There is discord in the Magic 
kingdom. Wall Disney’s en- 
chanted land, which has al- 
ready had more than its fair 
share of misfortune since it 
was transplanted to Europe, has 
hit a new problem: labour 
unrest. 

Visitors to what used to be 
Euro Disney, which now calls it- 
self Disneyland Paris, were of- 
fered an extra unscheduled 
spectacle on New Year’s Eve, 
when a group of discontented 
workers tried to go on strike and 
picketed the m ain entrance. 
Against the surreal backdrop of 
coloured balloons, Mickey 
Mouse paraphernalia and se- 
curity staff welding camcorders, 
scuffles ensued in which 14 
people were injured. Now IS 
Disney employees, including 
10 trade union officials, face dis- 
missal. 

Details of what happened 
are hard to extrapolate from 
sharply conflicting accounts. 

A spokesman for Disney said 
that “no more than 40 to SO peo- 
ple" turned up to demonstrate, 
protesting “with not very co- 
herent demands” about a host 
of things from (he Juppfi plan. 


the government’s contentious 
welfare reform, to pay. “We had 
some people,” the spokesman 
said reprovingly, “who chose vi- 
olence to express their de- 
mands -.We are always open to 
dialogue between employees 
and managemenL..but we bad 
people who tried to force their 
way into the park and this is un- 
acceptable.” 

But it is far from clear who 
is the Big Bad Wolf. The main 
union involved, the CGT- one 
of the unions at the forefront of 
last month's national strike 
movement - has a rather dif- 
ferent version. The secretary of 
the Marne-Ia-Vallee branch, 
Anne -Marie N jo, said that 
“around 200 people” had 
turned up to protest about the 
imposition from 1 January of an 
“inadequate" pay rise. She said 
that the workers concerned 
had actually declared a day’s 
strike, but that the management 
had Ranged the rotas to give 
all those suspected of involve- 
ment a compulsory day off. 

Instead of striking, die said, 
the workers bad to demon- 
strate - but when they tried to 
communicate with their col- 
leagues on duty, they were pre- 
vented from entering or passing 
messages. 


France’s leading screen idol tops honours list 



Paris (AP) — The actors Girard De- 
pardieu (pictured above ha a scene 
from Cyrano de Bergerac ) and Jean 
Marais and the director Marcel Carne 
have been promoted to the French 
Legion of Honour. 

Also honoured hi lists published this 


week were the writer Henri Troyat, the 
jazz pianist Jacques Dieval and . the 
European Commission member Yves- 
Thihault de Sflguy. 

1 Cm^ ^mectOT of Les Brunts du 
Paradis , Bold du Nord and other clas- 
sics, was promoted to Grand Office*; the 


Legion’s highest rank. Marais, a long- 
time theatre and movie actor; was pro- 
moted to the rankof Commander of the 
Legion of Honour. Depardieu, one of 
FTOnce’s best-known actors who starred 
in Cyrano de Bergerac and Green Card, 
was promoted to the rankof Chevalier. 


Mr de Silguy is in charge of economics 
for the Commission, the executive 
branch of the European Union. As 
such, he will play an important role in 
the implementation of a single European 
currency. The Legion was created by 
Napoleon in 1802. 


Arnhem 
blast tied 
to French 
N-tests 


KEIRON HENDERSON 

Reuters 

Arnhem — A bomb exploded 
at a building housing the offices 
of the French bank Paribas and 
France’s honouraiy consul in 
Arnhem. Dutch police said yes- 
terday it may have been a 
protest against French nuclear 
tests. 

The bomb badly damaged the 
bunding and blew out windows 
up to 100 yards away late on 
Tuesday night, but no one wa 
injured, a police .spokesman 
said. 

He added that the damage in- 
dicated a fairly large device. 
“We haven’t had any calls claim- 
ing responsibility, although we 
believe it could be related to 
protests against French [nu- 
clear] weapons testing in the 
Pacific, We cannot prove that, 
but Lftere has been worldwide 
protest against the French tests 
and we're guessing there's a link 
there.” 

Benoit Monseignon, chair- 
man of Banque Paribas NV in 
the Netherlands, declined to 
comment on the motive for 
the attack. But he said the 
company was tightening up se- 
curity at its network of nine 
Dutch branches, which mainly 
offer corporate banking. “We re 
doing what is necessary ... But 
if someone sends you a bomb 
in the middle of the night 
there’s not a lot you can do 
about it." Mr Monseignon said. 

The police said they were in- 
vestigating whether the explo- 
sion could be linked to a bomb 
attack last October on the 
Arnhem office of Credit Lyon- 
nais, another French bank. 

“No one claimed responsi- 
bility for that attack and it’s a 
point of the investigation losee 
whether there is any link.” the 
spokesman said. 

Asked about a possible con- 
nection to French nuclear 
weapons testing, a French em- 
bassy spokesman in The Hague 
said: “It's only a possibility, 
nothing is sure.” 

The decision by the French 
President. Jacques Chirac last 
year to resume nuclear tests in 
the south Pacific touched off 
protests around the world. Pro- 
testers have mainly confined 
themselves to peaceful demon- 
strations and boycotts of French 
products. 
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Cellphones Direct has 
always brought you 
the best deals on a 
wide range of mobile 
phones. Now, to celebrate 
1996, we've introduced a new 
digital tariff, making the best even better. 
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Just received your building society mortgage statement? Now for the good news. 

• Transferring to Direct Line can save you over £40* every month on your mortgage. 

• Transfer before January 31st 1996 using our solicitors package and we’ll pay your legal fees. 

• We’ll give you a free valuation. 

• We also guarantee to save you 20% on your existing buildings insurance. 

Call one of the numbers below and we’ll reveal how Direct Line can save vou money. 
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MORTGAGES 


0141 221 9099 
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CALL ANYTIME Sam to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. IOS2 1 
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Security - Scettutd) aw the property wBI be required. The property mw he folly inured for die duration of the loin. AH ram quoted are for 
standard variable rote m or tg ages . The standard vaiiiation fee wiO be refunded to die b oi rov w mee die mortgage is set up (forth * example quoted 
ehe foe woukf be £125). Direct Una wIB pay U>e legal foe* only where the mortgage on the borrower’s easting home is transferred using Direct rifle's 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK If YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
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Lita Grey 


The “genius" of Charlie Chap- 
lin is as elusive today as it was 
assured throughout his long 
career. Even those most confi- 
dent of frfc stature have difficulty 
with his love life. His very fame 
was a factor in his undoing. He 
was 29 when in 1918 he married 
the 16-year-old Mildred Harris 
-who neglected to tell him that 
Louis B. Mayer had already 
signed her to contract with 
billing as Mrs Charles Chaplin. 
Uta Grey was his second wife 
and the marriage ended equal- 
15 ' messily. It also established 
arm in the public eye as a man 
who preferred young girls. 

A long liaison later with 
Paulette Goddard helped to 
rehabilitate him. but a paterni- 
ty suit after their separation 
resurrected the long-dead head- 
lines from his two divorces. He 
won. but his wedding soon af- 
ter to the 18-year-old Oona 
O'Neill didn't help his image, es- 
pecially as her father ( the play- 
wright Eugene) publicly and 
very loudly disapproved. The 
marriage endured and pro- 
duced a brood of children, 
though her life ended in an 
alcoholic haze. 

Chaplin does not mention 
Lita Grey in his My Autobiog- 
raphy (196 4), perhaps because 
the memories were too painful. 
Lillita McMurray was seven 
when in 19 15 a chance visit took 
Chaplin to Kitty's Gome-On Inn 
where her mother, Nana, was a 
waitress (she was of Mexican 
descent: the father was Irish- 
American). After his divorce 
from Harris he continued to see 
Lillita and gave her walk-ons in 
two of his films, as an angel in 
The Kid (1921) and as a maid 
in The Idle Class (also 1921). His 


The soprano Margaret Field- 
Hyde was one of the great Pur- 
cell singers of her day. That her 
death at the age of 90 should fall 
in the Purcell tercentenary year 
is a fitting coincidence. She 
was an all-round accomplished 
musician and actress. 

Born in Cambridge, she was 
the daughter of F. C. Field- 
Hyde, a renowned teacher of 
music, from whom she received 
her first lessons on the violin and 
piano at the age of six and lat- 
er her training as a singer. For 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


BENTLEY: On 2 January at the Linda 
Wine, St Mary's Paddington, lo Mark 
and Maria (.nee Cavanagh I. a daugh- 
ter. Miranda. 

COULSHED: Nicholas Anthony, a son 
for the lucky couple Susan and David 
Coubbed, was born at 1 60i hrs OD 20 
December 1995. Grandson for Nor- 
man and Olive Coufcbed, Liverpool, 
England, and for Malcolm and 
Marjorie Nkklin. Sydney. Australia. 


DEATHS 

RHYMES: On New Year’s Day. peace- 
fully at St Wilfrid's Hospice, Chich- 
ester. the Rev Canon Douglas 
Rhymes aged 81 years, funeral Ser- 
vfce at Btstgtuw Priwy. nr Ouchcscr. 
on Thursday 11 January 1996 at 12 
noon. No flowers please, Donations 
for St Wilfrid's Hospice may be sent 
to Kevin HoOand Funeral Scnice.246 
Chichester Road, Bognor Regis P02I 
5BA. Telephone 01243 868630. A 
memorial service at Southwark 
Cathedral will be held at a later dale. 


Por Gazette BIRTHS, MARRIAGES S 
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2011 or fiu 017L-293 2010. 
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leading lady in both was Edna 
Purviance, and when he failed 
to make her a star in her own 
right in A Woman of Paris 
(1923) it was Mrs McMunay's 
daughter who took over her 
dressing-room - her Christian 
name shortened from Lillita to 
Lita and the “Grey" derived 
from a cat which Chaplin had 
given her. 

She was to co-star with him 
in The Gold Rush (1924), but 
collapsed on the set when two 
months pregnanL As Georgia 
Hale replaced her in the role, 
there stepped forth a lawyer un- 
de, Edwin McMurray, to point 
out that Uta's age could bring 
charges of siatutoiy rape. Their 
marriage took place on 24 No- 
vember 1924 - and not secret- 
ly, as Chaplin had hoped. 
Among the many reporters cov- 
ering the story' was one who 
claimed to have heard him say, 
“Wall, boys, this is better than 
the penitentiary but it won’t 
last." 

Nor did it, despite producing 
two sons (Charles Junior, who 
died of alcoholism, and Sydney, 
who became an actor). After 
Chaplin had complained about 
the endless parties he found go- 
ing on in his house when he re- 
turned from work, Lila moved 
out. When she filed for di- 
vorce. in January 1928, Uncle 
Edwin had Chapfin’s assets 
seized, demanding Sim (over 
£206.000 by the exchange rates 
of the day) in settlement; the 
lengthy statement issued - or at 
least, which found its way to the 
tabloids - asserted, inter alia, 
that Chaplin read banned books 
to his bride and claimed “all 
people do it” when she object- 
ed to the “abnormal, against na- 


il was somehow appropriate 
that Hamish Imlach. the gar- 
gantuan Scottish folk singer, 
should have died quietly in (he 
early hours of Hogmanay morn- 
ing. for his huge appetite for life 
found its annual high-point at 
New Year, whether he was at 
home in the Glasgow suburb of 
Motherwell or out on the road 
in Germany or Denmark, the 
conlractuafbolile of whisky- on 
the table before him. 

But his 20-stone girth and Ra- 
belaisian sense of humour be- 
lied the seriousness of his art, 
which found its earliest ex- 
pression in the Holy Loch anti- 
nuclear protests of the early 
1960s. when with Josh Macrae. 
Jackie O'Connor, Nigel Denver 
and Morris Blythman (better 
known under his worn deplume 
of Thurso Berwick) he created 
a body of song that is still to be 
heard on demonstrations, 30 
years after. 

He was also one of the first 
to bring to public notice the po- 
litical songs of Hamish Hen- 
derson, the Scots poet whose 
“Freedom Come -all -ye" has 
become virtually a second na- 


tional anthem for Scotland (the 
other being, of course, the 
Carries' “Flower of Scotland”). 

It was this political commit- 
ment. no doubt, which led to his 
being proscribed by the Free- 
dom Association, with the result 
that he found himself barred 
from many of (he engagements 
where his hail-fellow-well-met 
manner might have suited cor- 
porate audiences out for a good 
time. 

He was also mentor for many 
who were to come after, notably’ 
BQlv Connollv. who borrowed 


his way with a good story, and 
John Martyn. who learnt the 


John Martyn. who learnt the 
first rudiments of his now prodi- 


gious guitar technique at Im- 
lach's ample knee. He was also 


lach's ample knee. He was also 
invited at one time to join the 
Dubliners, and was a close 
friend of Christy Moore, do 5 'en 
of Ireland's contemporary 
traditionalists. 

Born in Calcutta, in 1940, of 
Scots parents, he came back to 
Glasgow with them as a young 
boy and went to the same 
school as Ray and Archie Fish- 
er. who introduced him to the 
jews of folk music. His enormous 


many years she played violin in 
the orchestra of the Cambridge 
University Musical Associa- 
tion, and in 1928 she made her 
singing debut in a Cums pro- 
duction of Purcell’s KingAnhun, 
this established her as an 
interpreter of Purcell. 

She now concentrated on 
her singing and acting career 
and in 1935 played Ariel in The 
Tempest at Stratford-upon- 
Avon. The following year she 
created the part of Angelica in 
Ralph Vhughan Williams’s ex- 


Birthdays 

Miss Grace Bumbry, opera and con- 
cert singer, 59; Miss Dyan Cannon, 
actress, 57; Mr Alexander Chancel- 
lor, journalist, founding editor of (he 
Independent Magazine. 56; Cape Sir 
Ivar Colquhoun of Luss Bt, Chief of 
(he Clan Golquhoun, SO; Miss Ros- 
alie Crutchley, actress. 74; Mr Iain 
Cmhbertson, acioi, 66; Mr Alan 
Dyer.Chief Constable, Bedfordshire, 
62; Professor Keith Hancock, econ- 
omist. 61; Sir Havelock Hudson, 
former chairman of Lloyd's, 77; Lt- 
Cdr Sir fan Clark Hutchison, a mem- 
ber of the Queen's Body Guard for 
Scotland. 93; Professor Brian Josepb- 
son, physicist, 56; Air Vice-Marshal 
Richard Kyle, 53; Professor Lance 
Lanyon, Principal, Royal Veterinary 
College, 52; Mr John McLaughlin, 
blues and jazz gmtarist, 53; Miss Mar- 
garet Marshall, concert and opera 
singer, 47; Mr Mick Mills, foot- 
baller, 47; Mr Floyd Patterson, box- 
ing champion. 61; Mr Nicholas 
Payne. Director, Royal Opera, 
Govern Garden, 51: Mr Timothy Rix. 
publisher, 62; Miss Barbara Rush, ac- 
tress, 66; Sir Alan Thomas, chairman, 

G-M. Firth (Holdings) pic. 53; Mrs 
Audrey Wise MP, 61; Miss Jane 
WVman, actress, SI 
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Anniversaries 

Births James Ussher, Archbishop of 
Armagh and chionologisL 1581; Sir 
William Hillary, founder of the Roy- 
al National Lifeboat Institution, 
1771; Jakob Ludvig Karf Grimm, 
philologist and folklorist, 1785; Hen- 
ry George Bohn, publisher and book- 
seller, 1796; Louis Braille, deviser of 
a blind alphabet, 1809; Sir Isaac Pit- 
man, inventor of Pitman's short- 
hand, 1813; Myles Birket Foster, 
painter. 1825; General Tbm Thumb 


ture, perverted, degenerate and 
indecent act” (fellatio). 

Chaplin's own statement ad- 
mitted that he had behaved 
“like many other foolish men” 
but that he had married partly 
because be believed himself 
incapable of fatherhood; and he 
concluded, if rather limply, that 
“her mother deliberately and 
continuously put Lita m my 
path". 

The controversy split Amer- 
ica. As Chaplin gained support. 
Grey threatened to name five 
actresses who had enjoyed “in- 
timacy'’ with him during the 
marriage. Five careers - and 
conceivably five studios - were 
threatened with ruin. Negotia- 
tions resulted in a cash settle- 
ment of $625,000 for Lita, 
whose accusations were re- 
duced to a single one of cruel- 
ty. A grateful industry honoured 
Chaplin’s “versatility and ge- 
nius" with a special Academy 
Award for making The Circus in 
the first-ever Oscar ceremony, 
in 1929. 

Grey married three more 
times, and although a report in 
1970 called her “independent- 
ly wealthy" it said that she was 
working as a clerk in a depart- 
ment store because she wanted 
lo. She spent her last content- 
ed, peaceful years in the Motion 
Picture County Home, dis- 
missing the scandals of 70 years 
ago as due to Chaplin's “inse- 
curities” and “his notoriously 
deprived background”. 

David Shipman 


Lillita McMurray ( Uta Grey), ac- 



December 1995. 


Grey and Cftapfin: she settled for $625,000 on tftefr divorce (n 1028 


Hamish Imlach 


appetite for music and the good 
things of life made him a lead- 


thuigs of life made him a lead- 
ing member of that select band 
who could combine entertain- 
ment with the sort of profound 
seriousness which makes a good 
Shakespearian Falstaff. Even 
when parodying an American 
Christmas carol, as in his “Cod 
Liver Oil and the Orange 
Juice", something of the origi- 
nal still shone through, though 
the belly laughs were more 
obvious on the surface. 

It was never to be expected 
that such a character could 
have a long life, and indeed just 
20 years agp it was declared that 
he was medicahydead, all body 
functions having totally failed. 
He gagged that he made more 
money from the subsequent 
benefit concerts than he ever 
took on his own accounL This 
sold him somewhat short, how- 
ever, for he was one of the few 
folk singers who could guaran- 
tee to fill a cinema or concert 
hail in any part of the British 
Isles, though, like many of his 
peers, he found more demand 
for hts services on the Continent 
in recent years. 


Very much a live performer, 
he nevertheless appeared on 
more than three dozen albums, 
including compilations, and 
well over a dozen under his own 
name. He also produced eight 
in Germany, and was recently, 
featured on a video of his live 
acL 

Despite having suffered from 
bronchial and asthmatic prob- 
lems for years, he continued 
working in the pre-Christmas 
period, relying on cold cures and 
painkillers to conquer the in- 
fluenza symptoms that should 
have had him resting in bed. He 
dozed off about 45 minutes 
into New Year’s morning and 
never woke up. It was how he 
would have chosen to go: 
“When I die I want everything 
to be knackered," he joked in 
his 1992 autobiography: Cod 
Liver Oil and the Orange Juice 
- Reminiscences of a Fat Folk 
Singer. 

Karl Dallas 



Hamish Imlach, folk singer bom 
Calcutta 10 February 1940 : 
married (four children ); died 
Motherwell 1 January 1996. 


Imlach in 1968: Rabelaisian Photograph; Collections / Brian Shuel 


Margaret Field-Hyde 


travaganza The Poisoned Kiss, 
and was engaged by John 
Christie for the 1937 Glynde- 
bourne season - as Barbarina 
in The Marriage of Figaro and 
Papagena to the Papageno of 
Roy Henderson. She sang in the 
first broadcast of Monteverdi's 
Vespro della Beata V'ergjne in 
1947 and Efoppea in a concert 
performance of L Tncoron- 
azione di Poppea in 1948. 

In 1951 she formed the Gold- 
en Age Singers to perform 
English music during the 1952 


Festival of Britain, and these five 
singers gained a reputation at 
borne and abroad specialising in 
the madrigals of John Dowland, 
Thomas Weelkes and other 
British composers, as well as of 
the Italians Marenzio and Mon- 
teverdi. They made a number 
of successful recordings. 

Field-Hyde was a fine inter- 
preter of 19th- and 20th-century 
muse; she gave the first per- 
formance of Elisabeth Lutyens' 
O saisons, O chateaux! ( 1947) 
and took part in the first Eng- 


lish performance of Malipiero’s 
Month Celesti (1955). She also 
specialised in French song, hav- 
ing completed her singing stud- 
ies in Paris with the French 
tenor and musicologist Yves 
Tinayre. 

As a teacher, Field-Hyde 
was exceptional in that she was 
adept at finding a remedy for 
bad habits formed so often by 
incorrect teaching. Voice pro- 
duction, she said, was probably 
the most vulnerable musical 
study because so few teachers 


Geoffrey 

Pinnington 


Photograph: Hutton Deutsch 


tieoffrev Pinnington looked a 

matched his pnysiqws. He , 

a bull-like determination an 

was almost impossible to oeter 
-.u pn h e had decided on a 
course of action. This ^ not 
endear him to all his colleagues, 
but his Fleet Street career pro- 
gressed because Iris judgements 

Lai* proved to be coital 

His RAF service was topical 
of his life. Naturally he flew m 
bombers. He decided early on 
that the Wellington was - h® 
sort of aircraft. Like him, 
Wellingtons codd absorb ajol 
of punishment and soil reach 
their target and he made it his 
business to operate m them fon^ 
after more clamorous bombers 
had been developed. He be- 
came one of the most e^pen; 
enced navigators in the KAri 
serving in Bomber Command 
and the Middle East. He end- 
ed as a Squadron Leader after 
serving from 1940 right through 
to the end of the war. _ 

p innin gton was essentially a 
Londoner, devoted to its the- 
atres and its restaurants, and 
spending all his working life in 
the capital and suburbs apart 
from one brief sortie to Man- 
chester. He was educated large- 
ly at Harrow County School and 
later studied at London Uni- 
versity- He began in journalism 
as a reporter on the Middlesex 
Independent before moving to 
local papers in west London, 
where he became editor of the 
Kensington Post. 

He entered national jour- 
nalism through the old Daily 
Herald. He was swiftly moved to 
the news desk when his talents 
were recognised and promoted 
even more swiftly to become 
northern editor. Brought back 
to London in I95S as deputy ed- 
itor. he might well have become 
one of the series of Herald ed- 
itors appointed by the fading pa- 
per in the perpetual search for 
a winning formula. But an ap- 
parent lurch towards unilater- 
alism by the Herald when be was 
temporarily in change of the pa- 
per proved too much for its po- 
litical masters at the TUC It 
was made clear to him that he 
would never edit the paper and 
he made dear that he did not 
accept the decision. He left to 
join the Daily Mirror. 

It was at the Mirror that his 
reputation really grew. The pa- 
per was then at its peak, the 
most popular daily in Britain, 
with a circulation approaching 
5 million, and in 1961 he be- 
came its night editor. The night 


oarer, hut he also created cril- 
S s &pilehi5wnti n ^«a^ 

In a repetition of what had 
happened at iiviHerabt it be- 
came obvious that be would 
n-ver become editor of the 
Mirror, and when a vacancy oc- 
curred ai its companion paper, 
the Sunday People, teffifcdrt. 
For the neXl Wysani. from 1972, 
he edited the People wlh 

enthusiasm and confidence. 

It was a difficult task because 
he had to compete not only rib 
Rupert Murdoch's AV«s of Uk 
W orld but also with the Sunday 
Mirror which, like the Peopk. 
was owned by what was then the 
Internationa) Publishing Cor- 
poration. Pinningtonfeft. nghl- 
jv or wrongly, that IPCs heart 
w-as real Iv with ihe Sunday Mir- 
ror. and that when it was a ques- 
tion of allocating resources lus 
paper took second place. Nev- 
ertheless. he was delighted to 
have an editorship of his own at 
last even though it was with a 
paper which was down-market 
from his own taste. When be re- 
tired in 1982 he did so with a 
sense of fulfilmenL 

He w-as a member of the 



Pinnington: bull-Rte 


Press Council from 19S2 to 
1986, continuing rather unusu- 
ally after his retirement from 
active journalism. He was vice- 
chairman from 19S3 lo 1986. 

Pinnington was a man of 
considerable humour and as 
adept at assessing the worth of 
a store as he was at devising the 
make-up of a front page. He 
would have made his mark on 


anv paper. 

In am list of interests Pin- 

■ v:_ f. 


nington ’always placed his fam- 
Dv first. This was not a gesture. 


fly first. This was not a gesture. 
His family - he was married with 
two daughters - was the centre 
of his life, though nobody see- 


editorship of any popular paper 
is always a key post but Pin- 
nington made it a vital one. He 
dominated the section known as 
the back bench, where a paper s 
make-up aud content is large- 
ly determined, and he continued 
Lo do this after he had been pro- 
moted to assistant editor. He 
wielded more power than many 
editors. He attracted great loy- 
alty from his production col- 
leagues as well as admiration 
from many in other areas of the 


of his life, though nobody see- 
ing him in operation on a ma- 
jor news night would have 
guessed this. Unlike many Fleet 
Street marriages his was out- 
standingly successful. His de- 
votion to his wife Betyl was as 
palpable as when they* first met 
more than half a century ago. 

Terence Lancaster 


Geoffrey Charles Pinnington, 
journalist: bom 21 March 1919: 
Deputy Editor, Daily Herald 
1958-61; Deputy Editor. Daily 
Mirror 1968-72; Editor, Sunday 
People 1972-82; married 1941 
Betyl Clark (two daughters i; 
died 24 December 1995. 


knew how to train the individ- 
ual voice to work within its own 
limitations. Her methods were 
based on assessing the natural 
potential of each student 
and her results were often 
astounding. 

Her own voice was sweet, 
pure and rich at same time, 
while every' syllable could be 
heard without any sacrifice to 
the music itself. Her intelligent 
approach made her perfor- 
mances as a soloist and in her 
group outstanding. As a 


woman, she was diminutive, 
physically attractive and pos- 
sessed of a delightful bubbly 
sense of humour. 

She married in 1947, Eric 
Sharpies, News Editor of the 
Arabic Programme in the BBC 
World Service; he died in 1987. 


Margaret Campbell 


Margaret Field-Hyde, singer and 
teacluer bom Cambridge 4 May 
1905; married 1947 Eric Sharpies 
( died 1987); died Goring-on- 
Thames 17 December 1995. 


Admiral Arieigb Burke, died 
Washington 1 January, aged 
94. During the Second World 
Vfai commanded the “Little 
Beavers” destroyer squadron in 
the Pacific whose high-speed 
dashes earned him the nick- 
name “31 Knot Burke”. From 
1955, President Eisenhower’s 
naval operations chief for three 
two-year terms. Retired in 
1961. 

Terry O’Leary, charity worker, 
died Leeds 31 December, aged 
48. Chief executive of the 
British Epilepsy Association, 
where he bad worked since 
1976; set up local voluntary 
"Action for Epilepsy" groups. 


I Charles Sherwood Stratton), dwarf. 
1S38; Alfred Edgar Coppard, poet 
and short-story writer, 1878: Augus- 
tus Edwin John, painter. 1878. 
Deaths: Henri Bergson, philoso- 
pher, 1941; Ralph Vhughan Williams, 
composer, 1958; Albert Camus, nov- 
elist and playwright, killed I960: 
Thomas Steams Eliot, poet and crit- 
ic, 1965; Donald Malcolm Campbell, 
speedster, ktfletl 1967; Jay-Friederifce 
Victoria Adamson, naturalist and 
writer, 1980; Lt-Gen Sir Brian 
Gwynne Harrocbs, soldier and his- 
torian. 1985; Christopher William 
Bradshaw Isberwood, novelist and 
playwright, 1986. On this day; Col- 
umbus sailed from America back to 
Spain in the Nina. 1493; Donizetti’s 
opera Don Pasquale was Gist per- 
formed, Paris 1843; all members of 
the crew of the Rhyi lifeboat were tea 
in attempting to save the schooner 
Temperance, 1847; the Ribiat) Soci- 
ety was founded. 1884; the first ap- 
pendicitis operation was performed. 
1885; the Bolsheviks captured Riga, 
1919; the National Congress in In- 
dia was declared illegal, and Gand- 
hi was arrested, 1932; (he Erst chart 
of pop music was published in the US 
by tbeBtftooard, 1936; Burma became 
an independent republic, 1948; a 
strike of barbers’ assistants in Copen- 
hagen ended after 33 years, 1961; 
Pope ftul VI began a tour of the 
Holy Land, 1964; Rose HeDbron be- 
came the Erst woman to sit as a judge 
at the Old Bailey, London, 1972. lb- 
day is the Feast Day of St Elizabeth 
Bay ley Seton, St Gregory of Langres, 
St Pbamildis, St Rigobert of Rheims 
and St Roger of EUant. 


War 11 (i): hidden in caves and cel- 
lars”, 1pm. 

British Museum; Anne Pearson. 
“The Metropolitan Museum: man- 
sions and masterpieces", 1.15pm. 
National Portrait Gallery: Basil 
Morgan, “Cardinal Wolsey and Ihe 
young Henry VHT, 1.10pm. 


Bank must pay damages for ‘bouncing’ cheque 


Kpoharor ? Woolwich Building 
Society; Court of Appeal 
("Lord Justice Evans. Lord Justice 
White and Sir John May): 

30 November 1995 


LAW REPORT 
♦ 

4 January 1996 


Council of Christians 
and Jews 


The 1995 Sir Sigmund Sternberg 
Council of Christians and Jews 
Award was presented yesterday 
evening at Lambeth Palace, London 
SEl, to the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, the Most Rev George Carey. 
The Right Rev Richard Harries. 
Bishop of Oxford, presented the 
award and Rabbi Hugo Giyn also 
spoke. 


Wills 


Lectures 

National Gallery: David Saunders, 
“The National Gallery During World 


Mr John Christopher Cadbury, of 
Wyre Piddle, Worcestershire, the 
wildlife conservationist. President 
of (be Royal Society for Nature 
Conservation 1962-88, left estate 
valued at £636,653 net. 

Mqjor Andrew Graham Burnaby- 
Atkins, of Oakham, Leicestershire, 
director of the Burghley Hone Tri- 
als 1977-79 and ADC lo Field Mar- 
shal Montgomery when Chief of the 
Imperial General Staff, left estate val- 
ued at £1.047,638 net 
Professor John David GUlett. of 
Bourne End, Buckinghamshire, the 
entomologist and former Pro-Vice- 
Chancellor of Brunei University, 
left estate valued at 1384.472 net 
Mr Charles Hugh Shirley, of An- 
dover. Hampshire, the children's 
book publisher, left estate valued at 
£160210 net. 


A person whose cheque was 
wrongly “bounced” by bis bank 
was entitled to claim substan- 
tial damages for loss of business 
reputation without first having 
to prove actual damage, wheth- 
er or not he was, or was known 
by the bank to be, a trader. 

The Court of Appeal af- 
firmed the assessment by Mas- 
ter Tennant, on 16 Februaiy 
1994, of the damages payable 
by the defendant, Woolwich 
Building Society, in respect of 
its admitted liability for wrong- 
ful dishonour of a cheque 
drawn by the plaintiff, Udele 
Edirin Kpoharor. 

The master awarded the 
pl aintiff £5,550 with interest as 
general damages for injury to 
his credit. Both the plaintiffs 
appeal, against the master's re- 
fusil to award him a much 
greater sum in special damages 
for resulting loss of profit, and 
the defendant's cross-appeal, 
against the award of anything 
other than nominal damages 
for loss of credit, were 
dismissed. 

Daphne Loebl (.Anrhony Gold Ler- 
mnn & Muahead) for the plaintiff; 


Kaiherint’ McQuail \ Woolwich 
Building Soaen-l for the de fendant 


Lord Justice Evans said the 
plaintiff was a Nigerian who 
had described himself as 
a self-employed “exporter/ 
importer'’ when openmg his 
current accounL On 9 Sep- 
tember 1 99J he drew a cheque 
for £4,550 in favour of Phils 
(Wholesale) Ltd. The current 
balance was (hen about £4.800. 
The cheque was presented for 
payment on 10 September at 
the payee's bankers with a re- 
quest for special clearance. 
The defendant refused pay- 
ment on the ground “Cheque 
reported lost”. The defendant 
acknowledged the error later 
that day and gave the plaintiff 
a corporate cheque, which he 
took next morning to the pay- 
ee, who then released a con- 
signment of cosmetic goods 
which the plaintiff required 
for shipment to Nigeria. 

Hie plaintiff claimed general 
damages for loss of business 
reputation and credit. He also 
claimed special damages 
amounting to £57,185 in respect 
of a claim against him by the 
Nigerian company to whom the 


goods were to have been 
shipped, the loss due to selling 
the goods elsewhere at a loss, 
and various other losses of 
profit 

The defendant did not dis- 
pute the claim for loss of cred- 
it or business reputation, but 
said the amount should be 
nominal unless special facts 
were proved which had been 
made known to them when the 
contract was made. The plain- 
tiff relied on a line of author- 
ity which held that actual 
damage need not be alleged or 


proved by “a trader". The de- 
fendant said it was unaware of 


fendant said it was unaware of 
this, and that for this reason 
alone the rule relied upon did 
not apply. 

The rule as stated in Rolin v 
Steward (1854) 14 C8 595 at 
607 made it necessary to con- 
sider in every case whether or 
not the plaintiff was a trader. 
But it was clear that history had 
changed the social factors 
which moulded the rule in the 
19th century. It was not only 
tradesmen of whom it could be 
said that the refusal to meet his 
cheque was “so obviously in- 
jurious to his credit” that he 
should “recover, without alle- 


gation of special damage, rea- 
sonable compensation for the 
injury done to his credit” (see 
Wilson v United Counties Bank 
Ltd 11920) AC 102, per Lord 
Birkenhead LC). 

The credit rating of individ- 
uals was as important for their 
. personal transactions, includ- 
ing mortgages and hire pur- 
chase as well as banking 
facilities, as it was for those who 
were engaged in trade, and it 
was notorious that central 
registers were now kept 

What was in effect a pre- 
sumption of some damage now 
arose in every case; and in his 
Lordship's judgment the au- 
thorities (fid not as a matter of 
law, prevent such a presump- 
tion of fact extending beyond 
the category of trader. 

As for t be special damages 
claim, the damages arising 
from the loss or late perfor- 
mance of his con traetto sefl and 
deliver the goods to Nigeria 
could not reasonably be sup- 
posed to have been in the con- 
templation of both parties 
when the contract was made, 
and such damages were ac- 
cordingly too remote to be 
claimed under this head. 

Lord Justice Waite and Sir 
John May agreed. 
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8 at)use leaped on Emma Nicholson has been extreme, not least because she is a woman, says Polly Toynbee 

Why do they hate her so much? 


A~T of ab “se has 

i§§lg 

Alan Howartfa received a nrew, 
steaming g 

accusing him of careerism 

mnrp t?" 8, . mcon sistency and 
more. They tried to dig din with 
stones of parliamentary £32 

?l? al, ? esso ^eS 

committee. Nothing outrages 

betrayal schism ^d 

ho,ds ^ barred, no 

«rnno Si drrty * n ° abuse to ° 
fi ^ S L? l0 2. r " crossers down the 
yeare from Reg Prentice to the 30 
SDP breakaways (including that 

remarkable double-bouncer, John 

Horam), all bear the scars of a 
flight of yerbal knives hurJed into 
their fleeing backs. 

And yet no invective has sunk 
qmte so low as that attracted by 
the defection of the relatively 
humble backbencher, Ms Nichol- 
son. Howarth’s critics implied he 
was, or had been, a man of sub- 
stance and stature — no sugges- 
tion that be was stupid or worth- 
less. But when Portillo called 
Emma Nicholson “silly”, that 
summed up the whole sexist tone 
of her treatment. (His depart- 
mental colleague Nicholas 
Soames's intemperate assault on 
Princess Diana was of the same 
ilk.) Women get it in the neck in 
the Tory party, Mrs Thatcher 
notwithstanding. 

Teresa Gorman has no reason to 
like Emma Nicholson. Gorman is 
one of those xenophobic Euro 
rebels Nicholson accuses of having 
dragged the party to the extreme 
right Yet in a backhanded way, 
Gorman confirms the sexist treat- 
ment she thinks Nicholson has 
received at the hands of the party 
rhey plainly both deplore. 

“She is a patrician, not really a 
politician.’* Gorman says. “How- 
ever thick or daft they are, patri- 
cian Tories always get jobs in gov- 
ernment - but not if you are a 
woman.” She lists Lennox Boyd, 
Hogg, SackvDJe, Archie Hamilton, 
Waldegrave, Ancrara, Soaxnes and 
Maude as just a few examples of 
the scions of Tory dynasties who 
rose without question or, she 
implies, much merit “They are all 
part of the ruling elite. It’s all con- 
nections and who you are - but 
not if you are a woman, and that 
rankled with Emma because she 
is one of them.” 

Deep-dyed dislike of women in 
their ranks permeates the parlia- 
mentary party, and it isn’t just 
feminist Teresa Gorman who says 
so. There is a bountiful supply of 
very able women who have tried 
without success to break in. 
Nicholson was a fighter for more 
women within the party and she 
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“Emma Nicholson must have fancied the sweets of of lice. 

. especially that warm feeling of being loved and important. 

or she never would have "become a politician in the first place 
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founded the successful High 
Fliers recruitment initiative. That 
always marked her out for special 
mockery among her male parlia- 
mentary colleagues, for the one 
thing worse than a woman MP is 
a feminist woman MP. 

T he litany of sexist abuse that 
has been heaped on Emma 
Nicholson is worth detailing. John 
Carlisle MP described her as “a 
woman who has prostituted her- 
self’. Another MP said; “She’s a 
frightful bitch”. One MP mused, 
“Is it something to do with the 
menopause?” while Exeter’s 
prospective candidate called her 
“The Wicked Witch of the Wfesf”. 
Woodrow Wyatt (The Voice of 
Reason) called her “vain and silly”. 


Past-roaster of poison Lord 
Tebbit, writing in the Sun. 
responded tartly to her accusation 
that eight years ago - when she 
was a vice chairman of the party 
and he was chairman - he bad 
rebuked her for her attempts to 
bring more black and Asian 
women into the party. He 
retorted: “In fact I fired her 
because her unrelenting demands 
for more office space, new cur- 
tains. furniture and staff were 
costing more than she was 
worth... No Miss Nicholson, I 
don’t see you as a woman of 
political principle. I see you as a 
hanger-on to the coat-tails of 
anyone who might advance your 
ambition.” 

Lord McAlpine. former party 


treasurer, dredged up the worst 
dirt when he recalled scandal from 
her vice chairman days: “Emma 
Nicholson put a lot of noses out of 
joint and it was not long before her 
committee discovered that she 
was thought to be having an affair 
with a married man. Those women 
set about her like a pack of bun- 
giy wolves, and had it not been for 
the personal intervention of Mar- 
garet Thatcher, who took the view 
that the whole matter was a load 
of nonsense, Miss Nicholson's 
political career would have come 
to an abrupt bait.” 

The Daily Mail duly dispatched 
its terriers, who came up with an 
“exclusive” they could have found 
in the cuttings. Nicholson started 
a relationship with her present 


husband. Sir Michael Caine, when 
she was a vice chairman of the 
party and he was still married to 
his former wife, Janice. In these 
days when divorce is common, 
almost everyone has some 
aggrieved former spouse or lover 
whose old wounds can be gouged 
open again to serve a purpose, so 
Janice Caine was duty prodded 
into reliving the details of her 
betrayal, humiliation and 
desertion. 

There is no such thing as a 
clean break in politics, but this 
defection must rank as one of the 
most bizarrely rancorous. Polit- 
ical parties are largely tribal, so 
affiliation to them js more vis- 
ceral than rational. Gan loyalty 
and uncomprehending fear of 


the utterly alien terrain across 
the floor keeps most of them 
fixed immutably in their own 
benches. 

But underneath there rankles 
the real worm in the Tory breast - 
she is a woman. Women just don't 
do this. Women are the little 
helpers and helpmeets, the secre- 
taries and Girl Fridays of the 
party, running the back rooms 
and the constituencies, loyal as 
labradors, without whose devoted 
service the men of the party could 
not function. Gillian Shephard 
and Virginia Bottomlev are 
unheeded tokens, patronised, 
belittled and ignored. “Witch” 
“bitch”, “vain” and “silly” she may 
be, but what Emma did was above 
all unwomanly and unnatural 


Yet she has proved to be made 
of tough stuff, standing her 
ground, rebutting each sally. To 
each new sneer she has retaliated 
with more devastating stories 
from within the bowels of the 
party: once she was hit in the pit 
of tfie stomach by an MP out- 
raged at her vote in support of 
the Nolan anti-sleaze measures. 
With chapter and verse she has 
denounced them all roundly as 
racist, chauvinist. Little Englan- 
ders, fudging their principles, 
and pandering to hard-faced pop- 
ulism. In the insult stakes, she has 
scarcely drawn breath, scooping 
up the mud and hurling it back 
again with far more deadly accu- 
racy than any of the old boys 
lined up on the other side. 
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Tories take 
to the pistes 

Where do leading Conservative 
MPs spend their angst-ridden 
New Year break worrying about 

the Government’s wafer-thin 
majority? Hie answer is on the 
ski slopes at the plush Swiss 
resort of Davos. 

Winston Churchill MP has 
led a group of colleagues 
including the former Cabinet 
minister Tom King, the whip 
Richard Ottaway and PP5 Alan 
Duncan on a fart-finding mis- 
sion to the slopes. They are 
guests of the Anglo Swiss par- 
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Winston: no hiding place 

liamcnfary group and i this 
important celebration ofEuro- 

peanhartnonv.orfivebieast 

is called in skung 

maxes next Monday with a 

slalom race between British 

and Swiss MPs. hi( 

This is cutting things a bit 

fine as all these NtPs ^ ^ 

expected back on Tues^v to 
volTm the rorfwWg 


entire majority in Switzerland. 

Normally the MPs could 
have expected to take their 
sporting pleasures tin disturbed. 
But I have news for them. The 
Prince erf Wales, I understand, 
plans to move from EJosters to 
Davos on Monday and may 
even compete in the race him- 
self. That should guarantee a 
few dozen photographers to 
ensure that the Angjo-Swiss 
par liamentar y group are pub- 
licly accountable. 


Gunned down 

Concerns for the gravitas of 
the Oxford Union, fuelled by 
recent orators of note such as 
Kexndt the Brag, will be allayed 
by news of a forthcoming 
debate. “This House believes 
that a civilised society cannot 
permit banting and shooting” 
is sorely a suitable matter to 
occupy great minds. Bat what 
authority has the onion 
enlisted to speak for the 
motion? 

None other than James Bar- 
rington, ex-director of the 
League Against Cruel Sports, 
who was forced last month to 
quit the post - and the move- 
ient- after appearmg, man 
interview in the Field m aga- 

ane, to be ratber interne with 

cruel sports. If banters 
stopped using terriers, he had 
offered helpfulty their sport 
might enjoy “* new base trf 
life”. Colleagues found such 
generosity of spirit inexplka- 
bJeTand Mr Barrington’s pro- 
fessional battle against erne! 
sports was brought to an 
abrupt end. 

News of Us forthcoming 

appearance at the Oxford 
iSw has raised more than fo e 
odd eyebrow at his erstwhile 
office. “His pabHcspeakmg 
skills have always been fine, I 


am told grudgingly, “it’s his 
beliefs we are not too sure 
about I'm not even sore he's 
speaking on the right side - 
maybe he's muddled it op.” 

Might some over-zealous 
hunt saboteurs descend on the 
chamber to express their fed- 
ings in th eir in i mi ca b le f a shion ? 
The President of the Union, 
Jonathon Wolf; hopes not. “The 
whole point of a debate,’* be 
e xplains, “is to put forward 
your pohxt in a sensOde manner 
And besides, IW never shot 
anything - Tm a Londoner,” 



Lie all washed up 


Sticky mess 

The Cirque du Soldi, the rad- 
ical French Canadian circus 
troupe, winch starts a season 
at the Royal Albeit Hall on 
Friday, has a tradition of 
ente rtaining showbiz royalty at 
its after-show parties and 
keeping mementoes of their 
visits. 

Tragedy struck, I hear, in its 
recent American show, when 
the cirque entertained its 
favourite celeb, Elizabeth Tay- 
lor. It decided to keep her 
lipstick-stained wine glass, 
frame it, and cany it for ever on 
its travels. While the troupe's 
two leaders argued over who 


should be entrusted with the 
memento, a Mexican dish- 
washer took it and washed it up. 


Peer review 

Just as the dust was settling 
on the Telegraph newspaper 
stable's recent round of musi- 
cal chairs, another departure 
was announced yesterday. Not 
this time, another editor, shuf- 
fling for safety, but the grand 
old man of the Telegraph him- 
self, Lord Hartwell, one-time 
owner and editor-in-chief. 

The 84-year-old peer’s Berry 
family trust sold their last 
shares in the company recently. 
But Lord Hartwell’s retirement 
from the board does not quite 
signal the end of the Berrys at 
die Telegraph. His son, Adrian 
Berry, remains at the coalface 
- as the paper’s industrial 
reporter. 


Olivier’s 
final act? 

Now we know what the greatest 
actor of the century did when 

he was not treading the boards. 

He hoarded, dear boy, he 
boarded. 

Laurence OKvier is to be the 
subject of a new and allegedly 
definitive biography by the 
former theatre critic and 
National Theatre literary con- 
sultant Derek Granges, who 
has been promised co-opera- 
tion by Sir Laurence’s widow, 
Joan Plowright, and tbe fam- 
ily of his second wife, Vivien 
Leigh. 

Granger was not surprised 
that Olivier had kept key acces- 
sories to his acting career - tbe 
recipe for his all-over body 
make-np for Othello, for exam- 
ple. But other keepsakes have 
been harder to explain. 

“Olivier was a man who 
kept everything,'’ says 
Granger. “Old driving 
licences, steamboat tickets. 




Mystery; dear boy ... 

veterinary prescriptions for 
ailing kittens, seed catalogues 
and the pedigrees of his dairy 
herd at Notley Abbey.” While 
meaningless material has been 
carefully stored, meaningful 
material has been uncovered 
in the unlikeliest places. Tbe 
last letters written to a 12- 
y ear-old Olivier by his mother 
Just before she died, and a 
batch of censored wartime let- 
ters from Vivien Leigh , have 
been fonnd in a bramble- 
grown, mouse-infested farm- 
yard barn. There must, as 
actors say; have been method 
in it somewhere. 
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Admissions 
of failure 


S election in schools appears to be on 
the wav back. This would be the most 


O the wav back. This would be the most 
revolutionary change in the stale educa- 
tion system for decades. The Government 
is considering allowing state schools more 
control over their own admissions pro- 
cedures. The most likely option is 
enabling schools to select their pupils on 
the basis of interviews with the children 
and their parents. 


Advocates of such a change argue that 
ihools should be allowed to choose 


schools should be allowed to choose 
pupils from supportive families (hat will 
instil discipline and academic motivation 
into their children and reflect the values 
of the school. 

But do we really want to go down this 
road? Imagine the family turning up for 
their classroom grilling. Articulate, well- 
educated professional parents will find it 
easy to convey the impression of a moti- 
vated family, which values academic stan- 
dards - ana their charming children will 
be quickly accepted. But the child whose 
parents have no qualifications, little 
respect for academic achievement, and a 
deep suspicion of schools and teachers is 
likely to be at a considerable disadvan- 
tage, no matter how bright he or she is. 

There is a stronger case for interview- 
ing prospective pupils: at [east, unlike 
their parents, they will actually attend the 
school. But the downside cannot be 
ignored. The children who are already 
confident and socially at case will have a 
great advantage over the shy. the retiring, 
the awkward or the socially inhibited 
child, no matter what their academic 
potential. 

There is one possible advantage in 


allowing schools to determine their 
admissions procedures. Each school 
could build up its own distinctive virtues, 
whether it be academic achievement, reli- 
gious commitment or excellence in music 
or art But the beaefits that might accrue 
from such a wide range of choices for par- 
ents are outweighed by the dangers 
inherent in the land of social selection 
that is being canvassed. 

Had the Government suggested selec- 
tion cm the basis of ability, it might have 
a stronger case. At least the 1 1-plus pur- 
ported to offer an objective way to dis- 
criminate between pupils by presenting 
everyone with the same independent test 
And it was a considerably more merito- 
cratic way of determining access to the 
best schools than the current system, 
where your chance of a good education 
depends on the area you live in or your 
parents’ ability to pay school fees. 

The problem with the 11-phis, lest we 
forget, is that it produced a form of aca- 
demic apartheid. At the age of 11, all too 
many pupils were branded for life. Late 
developers suffered from being stuck in 
the wrong school. And the less able 
received low-quality education. 

The current system of determining 
who goes to which school is not ideal But 
the Government’s proposals are not going 
to improve the situation. Most parents' 
biggest concern is how to get their child 
into an over-subscribed popular school 
and avoid the sink school down the road 
Mr Major would do better to focus on 
expanding good schools and improving 
bad ones rather than encouraging social 
selection. 


In defence of the 
plucky citizen 


E veryone admires the plucky citizen 
who wrestles the villain to the ground. 


Us who wrestles the viOain to the ground. 
We ail wonder how we would react to the 
intruder trying to burgle our house or 
break into our car. At a time when the 
police seem unable to control crime, and 
fear of violence is increasing, acts of indi- 
vidual courage carry particular appeal. 
They offer hope that good wffl overcome 
evil. 

But tackling criminals can go wrong. 
Heroes can end up dead. They can also 
find themselves in the dock. No one 
knows yet whether Nick Baungartner, the 
businessman involved at the weekend in 
a fatal struggle with a burglar, will be 
charged over the intruder’s death. 

Indeed, legal precedent is extremely 
grey on the question of self-defence and 
protection of property. The law is plain 
enough: it allows a citizen to use “rea- 
sonable force” against an attacker or bur- 
glar. Court interpretations. on the other 
hand, are unpredictable. 

Last year an 82-year-old man had to 
pay £4,000 compensation after he fired his 
shotgun at an intruder who was breaking 
into his allotment shed. In other instances, 
householders have been acquitted after 
killing burglars. Tbe most celebrated 
case in the last century involved a man in 
his seventies who surprised four burglars 
and killed three of them with a carving 
knife. He was awarded a knighthood. 

Michael Howard the Horae Secretary, 
has recently entered the debate. He con- 
tends that the police are over-zealous in 
charging people with offences such as 
assault when they seek to defend their 
property with violence. The problem is 


that it is impossible to lay down dear rules 
as to what a householder should be 
allowed to do to an intruder. No one, after 
all, can be expected to weigh up precise 
rules of engagement when a menacing fig- 
ure lurks in the darkness. As one judge 
said: “Detached reflection can't be 
expected in the presence of an uplifted 
knife." 

But a couple of prindples should guide 
juries. First, people must be able to use 
potentially lethal violence when they 
think their lives or those of others are in 
danger. Second we should be entitled to 
defend our goods with physical force. But 
this dispensation is limited. A person can- 
not, for example, be permitted to shoot 
a burglar departing with the video 
recorder. Life - even that of a burglar - 
is more important than property. 

These ideas currently guide the law and 
distinguish Britain from the United States, 
where trespassers enjoy virtually no legal 
protection. This difference was illustrated 
when a Japanese tourist was shot dead 
after ringing a doorbell in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. He wanted to ask for directions 
to a Hallowe'en party. The householder’s 
lawyer said that Americans had the 
“ahsolute legal right" to answer everyone 
who comes to their door with a gun. The 
man was acquitted of murder. 

In Britain, the law and juries must strike 
a sensible balance. Citizens defending 
their property deserve our respect and a 
supportive legal attitude. That cannot 
mean anything goes. But there are 
grounds for believing that the present bal- 
ance needs shifting a little in the direction 
of the plucky citizen. 
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■LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Oxford vs ‘Disneyland* - the spires aren’t always inspiring 


Fran Dr John Ashworth 
Sir. The long overdue debate 
about what sort of universities we 
need, how many students they 
should have, and how we should 
fund both universities and stu- 
dents will not be advanced by 
NiaD Ferguson's innumerate non- 
sense (“Oxford? Sony Prof, Fm 
into media studies”, 1 January). 

The UGAS figures, not yet 
publicly available by the way, 
cannot show what he claims since 
there was a change in the appli- 
cation procedure this year. 
Instead of being invited to choose 


eight institutions on their appli- 
cation forms, in tending students 


cation forms, intending students 
were allowed to choose only six 
this autumn. A fall in the number 
of applications of less than 25 per 
cent, therefore, corresponds to an 
increase in attractiveness. If appli- 
cants have also decreased, then 
that 25 per cent is also too low. 

But, be that as it may, if it turns 
out that the LSE has a decrease 
in applications of only 13 per 
cent, it clearly remains, to use Mr 
Ferguson’s phrase, a “Mecca of 
studentdom” in the Nineties as it 
was in the Sixties and, indeed, as 
it has been since it was founded. 
Your faithfully, 

John Ashworth 
Director 

London School of Economics 
London, WC2 


From Dr Tony Morgan, BA Oxon 
Sin Niall Ferguson is too learned 
for me to lecture him on 
dinosaurs, but maybe he can help 
me to understand something. 

My daughter, a student at the 
country’s most successful sixth- 
form college (50 Oxbridge 
entrants last year) recently 
attended an Oxford open day for 
prospective applicants. She 
returned unpersuaded that the 
coarse she Was interested in 
matched up to the interesting yet 
traditional A-level courses she is 
following and, accordingly ap- 
plied elsewhere. She is too polite 
and educated to say so, but I 
think die' also found the prospect 
of spending three years sur- 
rounded by so many Mad Hat- 
ters, White Rabbits and Red 
Queens rather uninviting. 

Have I got it wrong? It does 
seem a pi ty for all our sakes that 
the institution which has been so 


undergraduates anyway — and 
therefore are not really con- 
cerned with creating an environ- 
ment that would attract them in 
the first place? 

Yours faithfully, 

Tony- Morgan 
Anglia University 
Cambridge 
2 January 


privileged with resources for so 
long has not the wit to attract our 


long has not the wit to attract our 
young generation. But then, she 
and her friends have been 
exposed in Cambridge to rather 
a tot of the same narrow breed 
that Mr Ferguson values, and has 
encountered a lot of dodos in her 
young life here. 

Did she perhaps detect that 
Niall Ferguson's colleagues are 
not very interested in teaching 


From Mr David Motley 
Sir: Niall Ferguson's self-con- 
fessed conservative educational 
ideals seem to have led to a lack 
of desire to question conven- 
tionality in universities: a fault 
surely unacceptable from acade- 
mics, especially self-styled supe- 
rior ones from hallowed 
Oxbridge. 

- Government funding for the 
rapidly increasing higher educa- 
tion system has been appalling, 
and tins is felt particularly strongly 
in many new universities, where 
there is a desperate lack of facil- 
ities in many departments. This 
has resulted in a frustrated staff 
and student body forced to get by 
with poorly stocked libraries and 
increasing staf&studcnt ratios. 
These are serious problems wor- 
thy of serious consideration and 
should not be ridiculed by calling 
new universities “Disneyland" 
institutions offering “Mickey 
Mouse degrees”. 


And is it so unreasonable that 
students, with their increasing 
financial contribution to their 
education, should demand oaurees 
that interest them? Is not media 
studies a form of textual analysis, 
like many other traditional 
degrees? And how much does Mr 
Ferguson know about the subject 
anyway? I can only assume very lil- 
t/e; by his belief that he would be 
qual&ed to teach it by writing a 
newspaper column. 

Yours faithfully. 

David Marley 
Stevenage, Hertfordshire 
2 January 

The writer is a De Montfort Uni- 
versity media studies student. 


Give Irish citizens their say in talks 


From Mr Stephen Plowden 
Sir. The prospects for all-party 
round-table negotiations in 
Northern Ireland do not look 
good. The IRA and Sinn Fein 
have not demonstrated the com- 
mitment to exclusively peaceful 
methods stipulated by the Down- 
ing Street Declaration. If the 
British Government were to set 
this condition aside and attempt 
to convene talks anyway, the 
Unionists would not attend. Even 
if all parties could be persuaded 

no^ielihood of thefr^reaching 
agreement 

None of this means that the 
peace process is doomed, onty 
that the sequence of events envis- 
aged has to be reordered. The 


place for formal all-party nego- 
tiations is at the end of the 
process, not the beginning. The 
immediate requirement is for 
discussions of a different char- 
acter: not negotiations, or even 
the debate that David Trimble 
has suggested, but a genuine 
search for a constitutional settle- 
ment that would satisfy a major- 
ity of people from each of the 
two main traditions. 

Such discussions could take 
place in a number of forums, 
organised by peace groups, 
churches, trade unions, academic 
institutions and others. They 
would involve members of polit- 
ical parties, who would partici- 
pate as individuals, not as spokes- 
men, so as to encourage the free 


exploration of ideas. They would 
also involve people who are not 
members, and perhaps not even 
supporters of any party. The 
Opsahl proceedings showed how 
much the ordinary citizens of 
Northern Ireland have to con- 
tribute: their voice should be 
heard again. 

Yours faithfully, 

Stephen Plowden 
London, NWl 
3 January 


Record delivery for 
a Christmas card? 


Alcoholic accidents 


Angus Deayton with moon-dried tomatoes 


W ell, you have waited long enough 
for the answers to our grand 


VV for the answers to our grand 
Christmas Quiz, and here they are 
today. Hope you all did well! 

1. Yes. 

2. No. 

3. Y-e-e-es, maybe. 

4. Possibly, Lord Copper. 

5. The odd man out is Michael Por- 
tillo. All Lhe rest are politicians. 

6. Old-fashioned instrument used for 
getting ostrich eggs out of ostriches. 

7. a) HG Wells, b) GF Wells, c) FE 
Wells, d) Tunbridge Wells. 

8. Beverley Minster is not, in fret, a 
girl’s name. 

9. It is a new TV programme aimed 
at bringing emergency help to people 
like Esther Rantzen. 



KINGTON 


10. They were built from a design 
based on Janet Street-Porter’s teeth. 


based on Janet Street-Porter’s teeth. 

11. Clones. 

12. Clones. 

13. Clunies. 

14. Clowns. 

15. Old-fashioned instrument de- 
signed to get large humbugs and 
pieces of liquorice out of small boys. 

16. A film called Martini on the Bounty. 

17. The odd man out is Jeffrey 
Archer- All the rest are writers. 

18. The name given by supermarket 
workers to objects to which labels will 
never stick, no matter how adhesive. 

19. The meaning of “widget" before it 


came to mean a device in beer cans. 
2D. The odd one out is McDonald’s. 
All the rest are restaurants. 

21. It is the name given by psycholo- 
gists to man’s inability to agree on 
which is the last year of the century. 

22. The ancient motto of tbeRamphffe 
family. In English it means “Worship 
the Lord and keep your receipts”. 

23. Prozac. 

24. Anzac. 

25. A German word, meaning 
“Zeitgeist". 

26. A now discredited theory that the 

universe began with a big bang, a drum 
rolLasuddeahusbandmeappeararwe 
of God with scissors to cut the ribbon. 

27. It is the name given by psycholo- 
gists to our habit of Aeerily waving to 
and greeting f amili ar people in the 
street and only realising later that they 
weren’t old friends - they were some- 
one famous, such as Angus Deayton. 


28. The three most often tokJ so-called 
funny stories in Britain end as folkms:- 

a) “Nein, double u". 

b) “My sister? Oh, she is still Queen." 

c) That's easy- Goethe wrote Faust 
and Joyce wrote Ufysses” 

29. It is a word applied to things that 
seem to be epooyms, but aren’t. In 
other words, words which suggest 
that things are named after people, 
though they really aren't, such as bill- 
board, jackknife, martingale, etc. 

30. A film called Matinie an the Bounty . 

31. An old-fashioned device for 
removing false moustaches from 
inside violins. 

32. Kind of Scottish rock cake known 
as the Anld Scone of Stone. 

33. The only countries in which it is a 
crime to use a mobile phone in a train. 

34. The name given by the police to the 
act of sending obscene fares. 

35. Arsenal, in 1949, in white shorts 
and red shirts. They were found two 
weeks later, apparently unharmed but 
totally dazed and unable to remember 
what had happened to them. 

36. Aslang term used by Martians to 
refer to one of their number who has 
lived for over 10 years on Earth with- 
out attracting suspicion or being fired 
by John Major. 

37. Because when Emma Nicholson 
leaves the Tory party, it is called 
“defecting”, but when Mr Portillo 


tries to leave Europe, it is called “safe- 
guarding our sacred national unity". 

38. It is a term given by supermarket 
workers to the informal supermarket 
trolleys races that are often held by 
supermarket workers after hours, 
when the shops are shut and the 
aisles are invitingly empty. (The trol- 
leys often suffer damage in these 
races and hereafter only steer to the 
left or the right, though the general 
public never suspects the true cause 
of this commonly noticed defect ) 

39. A term given by psychologists to 
the way in which famous people like 
Angus Deayton will ignore greetings 
offered to them in the street and only 
realise five minutes later, with a shock, 
that that person offering a courteous 
“Hello” was actually Paul Merton. 

40. A film called Monotony on the 
Bounty. 

41. The odd man out is Brian Mawhin- 
ney. All the rest are doctors. 

42. Freckles peculiar to a camel 

43. The form of Morse code used fay 
deaf people. 

44. The act of writing tbe life of , 
BosweD. 

45. An Irish health warning. j 

46. A secret sign used by dentists to 
recognise each other. 

47. Moon-dried tomatoes. 

48. A film called Botany on the 
Mountie. 


From Mr Graham Allen, MP 
Sin The news that drink-drivers 
have been blamed for 1,000 
crashes over the Christmas/New 
Year period may not reveal the 
full extent of the problem, 
because the figure is based only 
on the current legal blood alco- 
hol levels. 

The British Medical Associa- 
tion has put forward a strong case 
that this legal blood alcohol limi t 
is dangerously high and should be 
reduced to 50mg/100ml, because 
the risk of becoming involved in 
a drinking and driving accident 
greatly increases beyond this 
point Unfortunately, the Gov- 
ernment has ruled out even 
reassessing the current levels. 
Labour believes that it is time to 
review the dxink/drive limits in 
view of genuine safety concerns. 
Yours smeerely, 

Graham Allen , 

MP for Nottingham North 


House of Commons 
London, SWI 
2 February 

The writer is Shadow Minister 
for Transport. 


School ties 


Lottery losers 


From The Rev Richard Schofield 
Sir. Professor James Meade 


(Obituaries, 29 December) was 
my contemporary at Malvern 
College, a school of which some 
Oxford academics had never 
heard. Bullying was endemic and 
accepted by the headmaster as a 
means to manliness. Meade used 
to be tied up in a carpet 
Yours faithfully, 

Richard Schofield 
Ipswich, Suffolk 


From Mr Conrad Payne 
Sir. In order to inject some san- 
ity into tbe nation's punters 
(“Record jackpot sparks fears of 
lottery chaos", 2 January), myself 
included, perhaps Camelot 
should be encouraged to publish 
all the losing number combina- 
tions as well as the winning one. 
Yoon; sincerely, 

Conrad Payne 
H addenham, Cambridgeshire 
2 January 


French ‘pop’, 
UK nostalgia 


From Mr £. David Le Cren 
Sin Does Niall Ferguson’s article 
mean that the traditional uni- 
versity is on the way out? The uni- 
versity, as a community of schol- 
ars devoted primarily to original 
research and creative intellectual 
activity and to teaching students 
how to think critically and rigor- 
ously, must surely be one of the 
major achievements of the mil- 
lennium. Is it now to become 
another victim of market forces, 
“Thatcherism” and short-term 
expediency? 

Yours faithfully, 

E. David Le Cren 
Appleby, Cumbria 


From Mrs Jennifer E. Jarred 
Sir: While recognising tbe great 
achievement of the Royal Mail in 
delivering a record number of let- 
ters and cards this Christmas, we 
hope that our own experience has 
not been repeated too many 
times up and down the land. 

We have been receiving redi- 
rected mail for our daughter. In 
the redirected package received 
on 12 December there was a 
Christmas card, sent in error, 
which was corretfly addressed to 
a neighbour of my daughter fur- 
ther down the road. We wrote a 
note on the envelope asking the 
Pbst Office to deliver it to the cor- 
rect address, and put H in our 
local post box. 

One week later, 19 December, 
we opened another redirected 
package and, to our amazement, 
out popped the same Christmas 
card, but this time joined by 
another letter to the same 
address. This time we added a 
more cryptic note to the envelope 
asking the Post Office to deliver 
it correctly. 

On 27 December, we received , 
another redirected package, and 
out popped bur friendly card 
with all its cryptic messages, hav- 
ing now travelled 1,500 miles 
further than its original journey. 

Is this friendly little greetings 
card destined, like a spacecraft 
thrown off course, to travel for- 
ever in the mailing system going 
round and round and round? 
Yours sincerely, 

Jennifer E Jarrett 
Pxrton, Hertfordshire 
2 January 


| From Mr Marc Francis 
Sin Bryan Appkyard’s article 
I “Blame it all on the Beatles" (2 
: January) was a classic example of 
the insular misinterpretation that 
gives the UK a bad name in the 
European Union. Mr Applcyard 
criticises the French government 
i for imposing a quota to ensure 
that 40 per cent of music radio 
output is French “pop". But the 
point he makes about the “dra- 
conian and sadistic measure” 
taken by the French government 
is misguided because the per- 
centage of trashy popular music 
in Ranee is nowhere near foe 100 
percent mark. He has obviously 
never listened to Francis Cabrei. 
Rita Mitsouko. Mano Negra. Les 
Innocents and marry others. 

This article is a criticism of 
French cultural politics, and tbe 
use of pop music as a vehicle to 
make the point is opportunistic 
and inaccurate. The inference ** 
that can be made about the Bea- 
tles initiating the process of glob- 
alisation because of their massive 
appeal while failing lo secure a 
patent on the phenomenon, is 
that Mr Appleyard is mourning 
the demise of the Empire (a 
British disease that is widespread 
and counter-productive). 

The Beatles were great 
because, unlike the Stones, they 
did not attempt Lhe impossibility 
of making their band live for ever. 
Fop music is at its best a denun- 
ciation of society’s unhealthy 
restrictions on youth. It is a 
provocative means of carving out 
the hypocrisy and showing the 
truth to the developing mind. 

This is difficult to do if you are 
a 40-plus, extremely wealthy and 
established pop group (the 
league table published late last 
year in the Independent and 
headed by Phil Collins shows all 
the guilty artists). By the same 
token, it is difficult to criticise if 
you are a successful middle-aged 
writer. 

Yours faithfully, 

Marc Francis 
Belgium 


A plague on us 


From Dr Frank Fundi 
Sin Helen Wilkinson's perceptive 
account of the growing attraction 
of the status of victimfiood for 
men and other groups in society 
(2 January) raises wider ques- 
tions about contemporary polit- 
ical culture. If we are not the vic- 
tims of the National Lottery, 
then it is only a matter of time 
before BSE will strike us down. 

Life has become a plague of 
abuses. From child to elderly 
abuse - we are victims of cir- 
cumstances beyond our control. 
Naturally, everyone is in need of 
some form of counselling. 

The very breadth of this cele- 
bration of passivity suggests that 
what is at stake is a process that 
goes way beyond recent changes 
in gender roles. The fear of tack- 
ling problems leads society to the 
sort of evasions that revel in 
victimhood. It is a political cul- 
ture that offers helplines, “self- 
help" groups and therapy instead 
of alternatives. The problem is 
not the crisis of masculinity but 
a diminished h umani ty 
Yours, 

Frank: Furejji 
Department of Sociology 
University of Kent 
Canterbury 


Post letters lo Letters to the Edi- 
tor, and include a daytime 
telephone number. (Fax: 0171- 
293 2056; e-m ail: letters® 
in depend eaLco.Dk) Letters may 
be edited tor length and clarity. 
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paling with the IRA’s terminators 
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N* PTO^C! mner-citv Dublin neigh- 
^urhoods. Or, as Moore sings, “They 
*>d on dealers’ houses and ordered 
mem to quit/Time and time again they 
warned, we ve had enough of it . ” 
Junkies weren’t shot, but warned 
inev would be “moved out”. For a 
while, over a decade ago, the patrols 
nad some success, though as Moore 
aments. Whacker Humphri 
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luaUy served a short prison sentence The IRA is acting OUt 
for evicting an inner-city dealer with . . 5 wi 
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patrols have gone and things are even 
worse. 

The Dublin comparison matters 
lor two reasons. First, it is a useful 
reminder of how desperate people fed 
about the dealing of hard drugs in 
areas where the state seems unable to 
stop n. if few take ^ j aw j nlo ,j, e j r 
own hands, many more wish someone 


instincts of its critics 


of heavily armed and socially conser- 
vative gangs that Belfast boasts, who 
knows what would happen to the 
local retail outlets of the Colombian 
cartels? Politicians call loosely for a 
war against drugs; now they know what 


t%,T7 v 11 icy Joatnc drugs dealers, dee w^r ^gauist arags; now iney 

Jjese are unpleasant sen Stents to iw.oJ * ft ,? ow ™, an y inner-city a real one would look Uke. 
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be dealt with. 

Wien Northern Irish eves look 
south and see » Hmr>c _ .i. 


0r l bat a notorious dealer had been 
summarily executed, would privately 
cheer? 


Belfast doesn’t - some 5,400 addicts, 
against just 23 registered heroin 

nhii«i»rc in lh»* nnnh^m .-Imi Tt Im'i 


These guys really don’t approve of 
drugs, which dull the minds of Catholic 
youth and turn them away from a fer- 
vent concentration on British oppres- 
sion. Just as heroin is the ultimate 
denial of the world of work, pensions, 
relationships and personal progress - 
lhe ultimate short-term consumer high 
- so it is also the ultimate rejection of 
politics and rebellion. These days, the 
opium of the people is opium. 

Second, there is die need of the IRA 
to reassert its authority during a long 
ceasefire which may. or may not, lead 
to a peace agreement. It cannot sur- 
vive unless it has the fear and respect 
of working-class Catholics. These are 
given because of its ability and will- 
ingness to act violently - if not against 
British troops, then against “social par- 
asites”. Just as primitive states worried 
that their authority would be under- 
mined without regular and violent 
expressions of their powers, so the IRA 
acts now. Shootings and punishment 
beatings arc the solemn Tyburn of the 
Republican revolutionaries. 

Third, and connected to this, is the 
IRA's message to outsiders that it is 
still armed and ready - and is becom- 
ing impatient with the refusal of the 
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heroin problem, which has driven 
people there to desperation. 

It w as brilliantly summed up in 
Whacker Humphries", a protest song 
by Christy Moore, in which the sineer 
defended a Cower seller who, though 
no angel himself, was so disgusted by 
the open selling of heroin that he 
helped to form a group called Con- 


emup instincts of its criiics. On some 
questions, the IRA commander and 
the archetypal London cabbie are in 
deep, if illiberal, accord. 

Indeed, these are widely-held 
instincts; everywhere, people lap up 
the vengeful morality tales that star 
Schwarzenegger and Clint Eastwood 
blasting antisocial elements to pieces. 
If all communities contained the kind 


arc just as traditionalist in these mat- 
ters. The real answer is simply that 
Belfast’s terrorists control their host 
communities far more effectively than 
the legally restricted police can do. 

Having acknowledged that, we need 
to mm to the IRA’s motivation, which 
is at least triple-layered. There is first 
(and least importantly) the puritanism 
of any revolutionajy organisation. 


is probably regarded by the IRA as a 
comparatively mild one. 

Had it reahy lurched out of politi- 
cal control, as John Taylor, the Ulster 
Unionists' deputy leader, alleges, then 
it would have broken the peace accord 
properly, and killed some politicians 
or RUC men. But in a grisly way, it 
reckons that the deaths of drugs def- 
ers are a lesser thing, merely a sign of 


irritation, and will be taken by the 
authorities as such. And in a grisly way. 
it is quite right. 

Yet this is a dangerous game for the 
IRA, as for its victims. It cannot for 
long use Catholic civilians as target 
practice. There is evidence that it is 
already r unning out of credible big- 
time villains. The latest man to die was 
not by anyone’s reckoning an impor- 
tant player; there most come a point 
when even lhe least squeamish, least 
liberal local onlooker thinks the gun- 
men are going too far. 

What comes nest? The murder of 
teenage joyriders? The machine- 
gunning of tousle-headed shoplifters? 
The further extempore gun law is 
extended, the more people will even- 
tually revolt against it and conclude 
that for all its faults and failures, legal- 
istic and political solutions are better. 
This, after all, is the story of political 
progress across the world. It is why 
milli ons of natural iiliberals have nev- 
ertheless eventually organised them- 
selves into liberal polities. 

John Major has a duty now, as 
before, to make it as easy as humanly 
possible for republicanism to find a 
political role in a liberal stale. The 
Commons majority suggests that he 
ought to feel intunidaiedoy the Union- 
ist demand that he break links with 
Sinn Fein. But that would be the worst 
reaction. This long, slow and danger- 
ous tiptoe towards a more decent 
Northern Ireland is the greatest thing 
he has half-achieved. Flinching now 
because of parliamentary arithmetic 
would betray not just himself, but the 
very democracy he is trying to promote. 
And even drugs dealers deserve a bet- 
ter memorial than that. 


Check out the change in store 

Supermarkets have brought about one food revolution. What does the future hold for shoppers? 


I F you are not aware that J Sainsbuiy 
is making dramatic cuts in the prices 
of 200 goods you have not been read- 
ing the newspapers: big double-page 
adverts are shouting that items such 
as an anci-perspiranl or a low-fat fool 
will be two for the price of one this 
month. 

Now of course in one sense this is 
just another version of the January 
sales applied to the grocery business. 
And we all know that supermarkets do 
not offer low prices out of "the good- 
ness of their hearts; they offer them 
because they want to pack in the pun- 
ters - and then make the profit by sell- 
ing them something else. 

But I believe the Sainsbury’s cam- 
paign is also symptomatic of bigger 
changes in the industry, in which the 
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supermarkets are learning to live in a 
world where prices arestable and con- 
sumers far more sensitive to variations 
in them. 

We have the most powerful super- 
markets m the world, dominating our 
lifestyle and culture in an unparalleled 
way. They are unusual in three main 
ways. They earn higher margins on 
food than any others; the top three 
(Sainsbuiy, Tesco and Asda) control 
a higher proportion of sales than the 
lop three in any other country; and 
they sell a higher proportion of crwn- 
Iabel products and fresh prepared 
foods than elsewhere. 

These three distinctive features are 
interlinked, though the precise nature 
of the links is hotly disputed. The high 
gross profit margins must to some 
extent be associated with concentra- 
tion, though the chains understandably 
enough deny that they exploit their oli- 
gopoly power. They argue that the 
main reason their mark-ups are higher 
than the US is because of their extra 
costs: higher land prices and planning 
controls make the building of new 
supermarkets more expensive. 

Pl annin g controls probably have 
encouraged concentration, but I sus- 
pect that the really important reason 
both for concentration and for fat 
margins is the third feature: the aston- 
ishing level and sophistication of prod- 
uct development that our snpermar. 
kets now cany out, particularly m 
own-label and fresh foods. 

Think about it. If you are simply 



Packing them ire the January sales come to ^oceries at Sainsbury’s 


selling branded products from other 
mamSactzaea - Heinz tomato soup or 
Nescafe, to take two of the products 
on the Sainsbuiy 200 list -ah you are 
selling on is price. You add nothing to 
the brand name, except to sell it in 
pleasant and convenient surroundings. 

So you make the serious money by 
doing things other people cannot. We 
have' long had a tradition here of up- 
market own-label products, whereas in 
the US until recently these were rather 
tacky imitations of branded lines. The 
advantage of own-label is that stores 
can experiment, testing new products 
directly on customers and seeing 
which lines sell, rather than relying on 
the marketing departments of some 
distant food manufacturer. The result 
of this has been that product devel- 
opment has become customer-led, 
rather than producer-led. 


The outstanding genius in product 
development was not one of the reg- 
ular supermarkets bat Marks & 
Spencer. If the food-writer Elizabeth 
David transformed the way middle- 
class, cooking Britons cooked, M&S 
has transformed the way non-cooking 
Brits eat. .Americans visiting M&S 
food stores are astonished at the vari- 
ety and sophistication of the pre- 
pared foods on sale. We regard this as 
normal; actually there is nothing quite 
like it in the world. 

Americans are also astonished by 
the prices, which pitch closer to a 
restaurant meal than to regular unpre- 
pared food. But it works; people pay. 
Once it became clear that M&S was 
making a fortune out of high-quality 
fresh food, the supermarkets followed, 
with the results we see all about us. 
There has been, for perhaps the past 
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15 years, a relentless, almost frantic 
search for new and more exciting 
ways to persuade us to spend money 
on yet more exotic food. 

We are now, I think, nearing the end 
of this phase -let’s call it the kiwi-fruit 
period. I cannot prove it, but I suspect 
that the Great British Shopper is 
begi nning to tire of endless innovation 
and to prefer straightforward good 
quality at the lowest possible cost 

As the population ages, expect this 
revolt to gather pace. And as inflation 
disappears expect much more empha- 
sis on price, for people wfll get used 
to the idea of certain items always cost- 
ing the same, known amount. Price- 
cutting by the mainline chains, either 
in the form of Januaxy sales or con- 
tinuous low prices on a handful of pop- 
ular lines, is one response. 

But it is not the only possible 


response. Another, as we have seen 
over the past year, is the loyalty card, 
pioneered by Sainsbury's great rival 
Tesco. 

The genius here is not so much that 
by giving a discount to regular shop- 
pers you persuade people to switch to 
your stores. Rather it is that if you 
chart a regular shopper’s weekly pur- 
chases, you can build a picture of (heir 
entire lives: how much and wbat they 
drink, the rough age of their children, 
what their pets like to eat (or rather 
what the owners think their pets like 
to eat), whether the goldfish has died. 

So there are perhaps two candidates 
for successors to the kiwi-fruit period. 
One might be dubbed “Victorian val- 
ues" - straightforward emphasis on 
quality at the best price. This might 

Americans are 
amazed at the food in 
M&S; there is nothing 
like it in the world 


seem slightly staid, but it could be tai- 
lored to the day-to-day concerns of an 
ageing population: healthy food grown 
for taste rather than show, meat from 
animals treated with decency and dis- 
patched with dignity, non-polluting 
products (witness Sainsbury’s clean 
diesel fuel), and so on. 

The other candidate might be called 
“know thy customer” - supermarkets 
which have so much information about 
their shoppers that they are able to tai- 
lor products very closely to their 
observed choices. The more a stores 
group knows about its customers, the 
easier it can cross-sell other products, 
perhaps with higher mark-ups. So 
young families can be sold life assur- 
ance or pension plans, gardeners new 
garden krt, students new bank accounts. 

W: cannot know how the pattern of 
re tailing will develop over the next gen- 
eration. We operate now on a system 
developed in the US in the 1950s, when 
quite suddenly the developed world 
moved from a daily shop in different 
places to a weekly or even monthly one 
in a single place. A combination of 
women working, the car and the super- 
market trolley made this possible. 

Maybe the present supermarket 
Systran wiE continue for another cou- 
ple of generations. Or maybe some- 
thing more radical wfll happen and 
“know thy customer” will lead to an 
even more profound shift than the 
superaiarket revolution itself. But 
that is a long way from two tins of 
beans for the price of one. 


John Swift 

A railway attractive and accessible to all 


market their services independently of 
each other. Passemjeis should have 
much more choice about how to arrive 
at their destinations and about fares. 


T he January Which? report has 
received a lot of publicity. As the 
independent Rail Regulator, I am nM- 

urallycpnce^ wtb H^ 1 ^^ fc the result of the introduction 
me explam how I have b^n see ^ ^pennon. But operators must 
to improve the accuracy of ^ - m co-operation with each 

d« supped ^ ^ K „ secure the naintfs 

of network benefits. And pas- 


turnng every staffed ticket office into 
an ‘'independent" travel agent 
Giving passengers more choice 
means that operators wfll have to 


a necessary basis for the operation or 
an efficient railway in which passen- 
gers are entitled to the exercise of 
choice between competing operators 
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and services. _ 
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In the new railway, passe^eriram 
companies have the opportunity to 


rules,‘as part of the new structure, that 
require every passenger train opera- 
tor to provide impartial information 
about the fares and timetables offered 
by all train operators. In effect, it was 
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By; passengers wfll also have to be 
clear about what matters most to 
them: is the cheapest fare, possibly 
involving a longer journey and several 
rhangep, more important than speed 
and frequency? Establishing what 
really meets passengers' needs best is 
critical. 

I could not demand the introduc- 
tion of a new national train informa- 
tion service to replace the existing sys- 


tem ovemigbL I had to work with 
what we had. And I gave the opera- 
tors until 22 October before the rules 
on impartial selling came into force. 
This gave operators a chance to train 
their staff -a programme that was not 
completed when the Which? survey 
was carried out I monitored it in 
November. I received the findings just 
before Christinas, On the “lowest 
fares" question, one out of five 
answers was wrong. That tells me fur- 
ther improvements must be carried 
out throughout the network. More- 
over, I have required all operators to 
reach new standards of performance 
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in the case of telephone inquiry 
bureaux. These are all part of the new 
structure to produce an improved rail- 
way- both opportunities and controls. 
If the rules are broken, if operators 
are not doing what their competitors 
require them to do, I shall not hesi- 
tate in enforcing the terns of the rel- 
evant licence. But that is a last resort. 
My expectation is that mutual inter- 
est in the supply of accurate infor- 
mation to passengers, using up-to- 
date technology, will make the railway 
more accessible and attractive to all. 

The writer is the Rail Regulator. 


Roll up for the 
great rollover 

As punters dream of a jackpot, 
William Hartston looks at the 
odds on pulling off a lottery coup 


F orty million pounds eh? 

That must be worth a small 
flutter. The renewed outbreak 
of lottery fever this week, 
thanks to the double rollover 
and promise of the biggest jack- 
pot ever, shows that our nation 
Of gamblers has again fallen far 
the lure of a gigantic crock of 
gold. Now there are reports of 
syndicates mounting military- 
style operations to ouy all 14 
million combinations of num- 
bers to ensure they scoop the 
jackpot. 

It has been done in other 
countries. It’s just a question of 
waiting until the prize becomes 
big enough, backing eveiy pos- 
sible combination, and you 
cannot fail to win. A reporter 
from the Daily Star even 
claimed to have had Barings 
Bank thinkin g for half an hour 
over his request for a £14m 
loan to finance his sure-fire lot- 
tery coup. Yet Barings was 
quite right to turn him down. 
Considerably less than half- 
an-hour’s thought is needed to 
realise that the gamble is still 
a bad one, even if you could 
find an army of friendly local 
newsagents with the time to 
process 14 million lottery tick- 
ets for you. 

The problem is that you will 
probably have to share the top 
prize with other winners - more 
other winners than is financially 
comfortable. In an average 
week on the lottery, 65 million 
tickets are sold. With only 
13,983,816 different ways of 
picking six numbers from 49, 
each combination will be sub- 
scribed an average of 4.6 times, 
which is therefore the average 
number of people expected to 
have to share the dividend. 
This week, however, we are told 
to expect sales of 115 million 
tickets, which works out at an 
average of more than eight to 
each possible combination. 
And £40tn shared among eight 
is a measly 5 million quid each. 

Ah yes! but it’s not only the 
top prize we’U win, is it? Our 14 
million tickets will reap plenty 
of other dividends, too. .All the 
other dividends, in fact. We‘U 
win six prizes of five numbers 
plus the bonus, and thousands 
of the lower dividends. 

But all that still does not add 
up to your investment. Of the 
£115m spent on tickets, half 
goes into prizes. Of that half. 52 
per cent is earmarked for the 
jackpot, which leaves a return 
on investment of just 24 per 
cent from the non- jackpot 
prizes. So your total return is 
your £5 in share of the top prize, 
plus 24 per cent of your 
£13,983,816 investment -which 
adds up to less than £8.4m. 
That figure may be boosted 


a little by the guaranteed £M 
prizes that are Independent of 
the number of tickets sold, bul 
your syndicate still stands to 
make a considerable loss. And 
that's not counting the tax bfl. • 
since you have eliminated a 1 
risk from the flutter, the Inland 
Revenue might decide to treat 
your prize as investment 
income. 

Similar coups have been sue - 

cessful in Australian and 
American state lotteries, and b 
Ireland - but ail of these loca- 
tions have considerably fewer 
overall ticket sales, and thu> 
less likelihood of having to 
share the jackpot with too 
many other puntere. 

There is, however, on.- 
strategy that guarantees lot- 
tery success. Avery clear pat- 
tern has emerged in the num- 
ber of people sharing the 
jackpot each week. The largest 
numbers of winners occur 
when (he six numbers are well 
spread. The weeks when 
nobody wins at all have been 
those where two or three of 
the winning numbers have 
been close together. The first 
ever rollover had 29 and 30- 
the next had 21. 22, 25, the 
third had 41. 42, 44 and so on. 
People aren’t betting on birth- 

Every 14 million 
weeks or so, you’ll 
win £20m and not 
have to share it 


days, or numbers with seven < 
in* them as was originall; 
claimed. They are betting on 
superficial randomness. So all 
you have to do is buy your tick- 
ets only in rollover week*, 
when the jackpot is sure to bv 
more than £20m, and select ;■ 
batch of closely grouped num- 
bers. Every 14 million week- 
or so, you will win £20m anti 
will not have to share il will; 
anyone. 

Since you will also have 
picked up around £3.5m in 
smaller prizes, it all adds up ti > 
a 68 per cent return on your 
investment. The only trouble 
is that if you buy just one 
ticket a week, it would take 
half a million years before you 
could expect to move inn. 
profit. 

But if 100,000 of us were l»- 
get together in a syndicate ami 
bet on all the unpopular, closely 
grouped combinations, we'd 
make a killing by the turn of the 
millennium. Unless, of course, 
somebody else had the same 
idea. 
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Share markets scale new peaks 


WANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

Share prices in London closed 
at a new record yesterday, pow- 
ered by a further surge on Wall 
Street, and hopes of lower 
interest rates. Investors 
shrugged off turmoil in the 
Conservative Party. 

The London rally came on 
the back of new optimism about 
the prospects for a deal between 
President Clinton and Con- 
gress on the budget which sent 
US shares higher again yester- 
day. The Federal Reserve is 
firmly expected to cut interest 
rales as a reward for an agree- 
ment ending the stalemate that 
has partially closed the Feder- 
al government since the middle 
of December. 


The FT-SE 100 index ended 
the day nearly 28 points high- 
er at 3715.6. This was lower than 
the day's highs, but the tone was 
set in the morning by euphoria 
over Tuesday's 60 point gain in 
the Dow Jones index. A weak 
survey of manufacturing also 
helped by confirming interest 
rate faopes. 

The Dow rose more than 18 
points at 5195.88 by midday. By 
the time London closed, many 
European bourses bad already 
set their own records. Frankfurt 
ended just below its all-time 
high, while Paris was sharply 
higher. 

Since the beginning of 1995 
shares in Britain and the US 
have made spectacular ad- 
vances. The FT-SE 100 index 
has climbed by more than 650 


points, a 21 per cent increase, 
wall Street has risen by 35 per 
cent A widespread belief in the 
“January factor", whereby the 
stockmarkel's performance in 
the first month sets the tone for 
the rest of the year, has also con- 
tributed to market optimism. 
However, many analysts are 
cautious about prospects 
fori 996. 

Mark Brown, chief strategist 
at brokers Hoare Govett. said: 
“We are now in the middle of 
a speculative bubble driven by 
liquidity, like all bubbles, it will 
burst at some stage." He added 
that London would underper- 
form other markets because 
political uncertainties loomed so 
large this year. 

The dollar bounced to its 
highest level against the yen for 


more than three months. Most 
analysts expect the US curren- 
cy to move higher than the lev- 
el of ¥104.6 and DM1.4421 it 
had reached by midday yester- 
day in New York. “This year the 
dollar wil] go up and stay up," 
said Paul Chertkow at invest- 
ment bank UBS. 

The budget talks resumed 
yesterday, with reports that 
Tuesday's meeting had been 
productive. The approach of 
President Clinton's State of the 
Union address later this month 
and the start of the presidential 
primaries are seen as powerful 
motives to end the stalemate. 

“The overwhelming feeling is 
that we're going to get a cred- 
ible budget agreement," said 
Kevin Flanagan, an analyst at 
Dean Witter Reynolds in Wall 


Yen per dollar 


axchsnQe nte. 



1895 W96.- • 
Street At Chemical Bank, Mal- 
colm Barr added: "US bonds 
and equities seem to be drag- 
ging the dollar up”. 

The market consensus is that 
the dollar will climb past ¥110 
and DM1.55 during the course 


of this year. Mr Barr said the US 
markets looked attractive to 
international investors. 

- The financial markets’ 
strength is driven by expecta- 
tions of further cuts in interest 
rates by (he Federal Reserve. It 
shaved a quarter point off its key 
Federal Funds rate last month. 

’ “That move was a downpay- 
ment. The Fed will do more if 
there is a budget deal,” said Mr 
Chertkow. 

The Fed cut rates from 5.75 
to 5.5 per cent last month. Its 
oext policy meeting takes place 
on 30-31 January.' 

The dollar reached ¥104.65 
on 20 September, up from a low 
of ¥80.63 six months earlier - 
thanks to co-ordinated action by 
tite G7 industrial countries. It 
touched DM1.50 in September. 


Manufacturing industry remains in fragile state 


Manufacturing industry staged 
a slight recovery last month but 
remained in a fragile state, ac- 
cording lo a monthly survey of 
purchasing managers, writes 
Diane Coyle. 

Yesterday's report of an end- 
of-year improvement posed no 
threat to the prospect of further 
base rate culs, economists said 
- especially as the survey 
showed that the prices manu- 
facturers paid for materials had 
fallen for the second consecu- 


tive month. The purchasing 
managers' index rose above the 
key level of 50, the dividing line 
between expansion and decline, 
after dipping below it in No- 
vember. 

The survey of 290 firms by 
the Chartered Institute of Pur- 
chasing and Supply showed 
that output and employment 
rose, new orders fell less sharply 
and the stockpile of finished 
goods shrank. 

Peter Thomson, director gen- 


eral of the C1PS, said the down- 
ward trend in the economy 
since the middle of last year was 
worrying. “This is rather sober- 
ing news for the start of 1996," 
he said. “There are manufac- 
turing companies that are more 
efficient than they have ever 
been, but they cannot put that 
efficiency to good use if they 
don't have the meat to grind." 

City economist Jonathan 
Lqynes at HSBC Markets was 
also downbeat. “There are no 


real signs of hope here for 
manufacturing." he said. 

Mr Loynes said more base 
rate cuts would be needed this 
year. The next monetary meet- 
ing between the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer and the Gover- 
nor of the Bank of England is 
due on 17 January. However, 
other economists took heart 
from the figures. “The short- 
term prospects for manufac- 
turing are not as dire as some 
would have us believe,” said Ge- 


off Dicks, chief UK economist 
at NatWest Markets. 

The overall index climbed to 
50.7 last month, up from a re- 
vised 49.9 in November. The 
output component rose for the - 
second consecutive month to its 
highest level since last April. 

Employment accelerated too, 
with companies recruiting to 
boost capacity. On the other 
hand, the level of new orders de- 
clined, although at a dower pace 
than in November. 


Stocks of both inputs and fin- 
ished goods fell in December. 

-The-report said the desire to re- 
duce stock levels might explain 
the.small deterioration in order 
books. Prices paid for materi- 

lower inSatibn° af the factory 
gate in the coming months. 
There was dear evidence that 
remaining supply bottlenecks 
eased. Deliveries of supplies 
were faster for the third con- 
secutive month. . 


CITY a BUSINESS EDITOR: JEREMY WARNER 




MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

Advisers to Pearson and Se- 
ledTV were yesterday locked in 
last-minute talks aimed at an- 
nouncing their long-awaited 
deal by as early as tomorrow. 
Provided the final price can be 
agreed, Pearson is expected to 
bid about £45m for SelectTV, 
maker of Birds of a Feather and 
Lovejoy, by way of a public of- 
fer for the company’s shares. 

The offer, which is likely to 
be unveiled before market 
opening tomorrow, trill be ac- 
companied by an. announce- 
ment that SelecTV s cable 
channel is to be sold separate- 
ly, for as much as £5m. The 
probable buyer is Carlton, 
Michael Green's TV media 
company, which has been look- 
ing to launch a UK cable op- 
eration fed by its Carlton and 
Central programming libraries. 

Ibiks with Granada about 
launching a jointcabie-exdusive 
channel featuring both Carlton 
and Granada programming 
foiled last year, according to in- 
formed sources. Granada, has 
since made a deal with BSkyB> 
the satellite broadcaster, to 
launch as many as eight new 
channels. Included is a “Grana- 
da Gold' channel based in part 
on re-runs of Coronation Street. 

A Carlton spokesman re- 
fused to confirm whether the 


i?' •. 


company was involved in the ne- 
gotiations over SelccTV. “It is 
not our policy to comment on 
market speculation," he said. 

Pearson, which is interested 
only in SelccTVs independent 
production operations and its 
programming library, is also 
expected to sell SelecTV s 15 
per cent stake in Meridian to 
MAI, which already owns 61 per 
cent of the ITV lice ace-holder. 
The price is believed to be as 
much as £30m. An MAI 
spokesman declined to 
comment. 

Talks between Pearson and 
SelecTV have been under way 
since November, and efforts to 
close a deal by Christmas 
foundered due to the length of 
time Pearson's advisers took to 
complete due diligence. 

The acquisition is part of 
Pearson's strategy of expanding 
into independent television pro- ■ 
duction. It owns Thames Tele- 
vision, one of the UK's largest ■ 
producers, and last year paid 
£175m for Grundy Worldwide, ' 
the maker of Neighbours, the if - 
popular soap. Subsequently, it * 
agreed lo buy the US-based TV 
distribution partnership ACT. 

Pearson Television is expect- 
ed to make further deals in 
1996, under an aggressive ex- 
pansion strategy developed by 
Greg Dyke, its chief executive 
and the former head of London 
Weekend Television. 
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MPs may look 
into gas deals 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

The House of Commons Trade 
and Industry Select Committee 
may launch an inquiry into 
British Gas contracts' with 
North Sea producers that are 
forcing the company to pay 
hundreds of millions of pounds 
for gas which it cannot yet sell. 

The Gas Consumers Council 
has called for the investigation 
because it fears that consumers 
rather than shareholders will 
end up footing the bill for the 
contracts. Martin O'Neil!, the 
chairman of the committee, 
confirmed that the issue would 
be discussed at a meeting next 
week, British Gas said that it 
would cooperate fuilv in any in- 
quiry. 

The issue exploded at the end 
of last year when Clare Spot- 
tisivoode. the industry watch- 
dog. warned that the problem 
could pose a threat to British 
Gas' financial security. 

She is currently considering 
whether some of the cost of the 
contracts should be passed 
through to consumers through 


the domestic price control 
formula. 

British Gas has appealed for 
government support in rene- 
gotiating the contracts or in 
finding some other solution to 
its predicament. 

The company argues that the 
contracts were entered into 
when it had a monopoly in the 
supply of gas and that the Gov- 
ernment. by opening up the 
market, should take part of 
Lhe blame. One solution moot- 
ed is that other gas suppliers 
should help to pay through a 
levy on the use of the pipelines, 
but the GCC argues that ulti- 
mately this too would hurt con- 
sumers. 

Ian Powe, director of the 
GCG said: “Whoever is at fault 
it is not customers." Mr Powe 
said he had no desire to see 
British Gas “go lo the wall” but 
that the Hade and Industry 
Committee could at least ensure 
that all the issues were fully and 
fairly aired. 

“Until we are given all the 
facts we must resist any notion 
that consumers should pay,” he 
said. 


Sony victory in 
consoles battle 


NIGEL COPE and 
MATHEW HORSMAN 

Sony is claiming victory over its 
arch-rival Sega m the Christmas 
computer games battle, as spec- 
ulation grows that Nintendo is 
unlikely to launch its new con- 
sole in Europe until 1997. 

Nintendo has already delayed 
the launch of its Ultra 64 sys- 
tem several times and a further 
delay would put it even further 
behind in the cut-throat elec- 
tronic games market which is 
worth £2bn worldwide. 

Nintendo refused to confirm 
the setback yesterday saying: “As 
far as we are concerned in the 
UK, the machine is still planned 
for a 1996 launch.” The com- 
pany's UK distributor Total 
Home Entertainment says it ex- 
pects the new console to be 
launched in September. 

In the key Christmas period, 
the Sony PlayStation appears to 
have won the battle of the con- 
soles with the Sega Saturn. The 
PlayStation sold 35,000 units in 
December while Sega racked up 
sales of 25,000 , according to fig- 
ures supplied by the two com- 


panies. Since the new-genera- 
tion game systems were 
launched last year, Sony claims 
sales of 135,000 while Sega 
puts its total at 80,000. 

Jeremy Crisp, of Sega’s mar- 
keting department, said: “We 
are delighted with the figures, 
and the early indications for 
January are also excellent.” 

He added that the Saturn 
managed to generate hs sales by 
spending for less than Sony on 
TV and other advertising. Sony 
has set aside a budget of-£20m 
for its PlayStation campaign. 
Both companies say that new- 
geaera tion 32-bit systems have 
already general ed^lrong sales 
of software games, with Sony 
saying it was selling four games 
for every console. January is tra- 
ditionally a strong month for 
software sales, as consumers buy 
titles to go with consoles they 
received as Christmas gifts. 

Sony says its best selling 
games are Tekken, Ridge Racer 
and Fife ‘96 with Mortal Kom- 
bat also selling well. It also ex- 
pects strong sales for Total 
NBA, a new basketball game to 
be launched in the Spring. 



Selling well: Sony’s Mortal Kombat game found its way into many PlayStation owners’ Christmas stockings 


Food giant faces sermon on the evils of tobacco at its general meeting 

Priests join in the pressure to 
force split of RJR Nabisco 


DAVID USBORNE 

New York 

The odds that RJR Nabisco may 
be forced by its shareholders 
into an early spin-off of its 
fond division have shortened 
significantly thanks lo the per- 
sistence of an unlikely foe: the 
Catholic church. 

Specifically, two groups of 
priests and brothers have been 
given formal clearance by the 
Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission (SEC) to submit a res- 
olution lo the company's next 
general meeting in April, de- 
manding the immediate sepa- 
ration of its food division from 
its tobacco interests. 

By their action, the priests 
have found themselves in al- 
liance with two rather belter- 
known corporate figures also 
pressing for the break-up of RJR 


Nabisco. Carl Icahn and Bennett 
LeBow earlier this week 
launched a consent solicitation 
seeking backing from other 
shareholders. 

Together, Mr LeBow, a 
Florida financier, and Mr Ic- 
ahn. hold 13 million shares in 
RJR Nabisco and could rep- 
resent a serious threat to the 
company's management, which 
contends that it is aiming at a 
spin-off of the Nabisco division 
in the future, but not before 
1997. 

As well as seeking support for 
a spin-off resolution, the pair 
arc also plotting to put in place 
a new board. 

The priests, by contrast, have 
only 980 shnres in the compa- 
ny between them. 

Their action may prove the 
more potent, however. While 
the LeBow-Icahn resolution 


would require an absolutely 
majority of all shareholders for 
passage, the priests’ needs only 
a majority of shares actually 
voted. 

And while RJR Nabisco has 
not flinched from hurling vitri- 
ol at messrs Icahn and LeBow, 
accusing them of conspiring 
eventually to take over the 
whole company, taking on the 
priests in public may be more 
problematic. 

Their action is motivated by 
a conscientious objection to 
the association of Nabisco 
foods with the tobacco indus- 
try and the health problems re- 
lated to it. 

The action by the SEC which 
was in response to request by 
RJR Nabisco to have Lhe 
priests’ resolution blocked, trig- 
gered jubilation at the Maxy- 
knoll Fathers and Brothers 


missionary in Ossining, New 
York. 

“It’s almost as if we wrote the 
SEC’s ruling outsclvcs and ob- 
viously we're very happy,” said 
the Reverend Joseph La Mar. 
The missionary is proposing 
ns resolution together with the 
Glenmary Home Missioner of 
Gncinnati, Ohio. 

RJR Nabisco, which claims 
that pending legal problems 
related to the tobacco business 
make an early spin-off unad- 
visable, has already indicated 
that it will no longer challenge 
the brothers' inititiative. 

The company has not quite 
been able to resist taking a shot 
at them, however. “The fathers 
want an excuse to rail against 
the tobacco business," a 
spokesman sneered in a state- 
ment published by the New 
York Times yesterday. 


Halifax ‘in talks to 
take over life insurer’ 


Niccicum 

Halifax Building Society is be- 
lieved to be holding tails with 
a large mutual life company in 
a takeover bid aimed at boost- 
ing its market share in the fi- 
nancial services sector. 

Industry sources say the so- 
ciety, which is to become a 
bank next year following its re- 
cent merger with Leeds Per- 
manent, has examined several 
potential companies, both in 
Scotland and England. 

Halifax already has a finan- 
cial services arm, covering both 
life products and unit (rusts. Fol- 
lowing the merger with Leeds 
Life in August, it now has about 
150,000 policyholders. 

Experts believe that taking 
over another life insurer wo ula 
allow Halifax to cut back-office 
costs quickly for both parties in- 
stead of waiting to build up its 
own business over several years. 

It would also give it an entry 
into the lucrative independent 


financial advice distribution 
channel, which recent surveys 
show is among the most pro- 
ductive in sales terms. 

James Crosby, managing di- 
rector of Halifax Financial Ser- 
vices, said: “We know there is 
a lot going on out there and 
there are a lot of opportunities 
for organisations like ourselves. 

“I would simply say that from 
time to time we will look at 
[those opportunities]. It would 
be surprising if someone is not 
looking at a number of options 
and then moving oil But we are 
under no pressure to do any- 
thing by way of looking at our 
new business.” 

Mr Crosby added that since 
Halifax Life was launched 12 
months ago business had im- 

first six months. 

Among firms said to be.ripe 
fora takeover bid by Halifax are 
Provident Mutual and NPI, 
both large mutual companies 
based in England. 
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Council of Forte faces uncomfortable decisions 


t . 

E 


JK 

> 1 

1 " 


•ft m 

§■■ ■■ • 

‘If Lord Callahan 

• 

and his colleagues on 

a? 

■ 

the Council decide 

r* 

not to sell to 

Jern.^. !; 

Granada, the bid is 

S; 

finished regardless of 

f 

im . 

K-JS- 

the views of other 

fus 

shareholders’ 

ill 


gjj- 



Tma/alK** n°u y V thc Council of Forte, 
outcome nf ^ orce< * 10 determine the 

trol“ For! lh l £ ,tter £3 ' 2bn baldc for con- 
ibe coum th^r^ taJ ^ advice, tested in 
uncoS:^ °?“ nci1 finds itself in the 
archaic I? bte Position of having to exercise 

of the , wblch ils tiny fraction 

oune company s capital more than 50 per 

tuiderstnorf W* There ^ **. 

PttKibility of the Council 

hoIderc^n aS ) de -J nd a ^ owin S other share- 
assault nn 5 CCm *^ s ? ha Ppcued in the last 
Lord r,nfl nc - Whal Ihls means is that if 
Council I* 0 3,1(1 his eoBei P* B on the 
WdT? d ^ e 001 to 10 Granada, the 

« ° f Ihe vtaBOf ' oth ‘ 
u° far !be Sfock ' market appears not fully 

S-s a S Predated ^ p ®Mfae Cou* 
cu s posmon is a ridiculous and indefensi- 

2fS5 ? rte sfaaf eholders are cer- 
E? J? find the ldea that an institution with 
ISS? °" e per cent of d> e shares is in a 
F^hOn to over rule their collective power 
completely unacceptable. Unfortunately for 
m u can. and unless Granada comes up 

r,!!LV er £ ^lantia! premium for the 
Council s shares, it fully intends to. Coun- 
cit members no doubt share the common 
sense view that the majority should decide, 
but the fact of the matter is that they have 
Q0 J!5S a > duty to other shareholders. 

i/ie Council’s origins lie deep in the tem- 
P?r ai,c f roots of the old Truslhouse chain 
of hotels. Its purpose was to ensure that the 


hotels sold food, as well as more lucrative 
booze, for the hungry traveller. Such pow- 
ers of enforcement are rarefy needed these 
days but the Council has a parallel duty as 
a charitable trust In bid situations, there is 
a fiduciary duty to get the best possible price. 
Since die Council has control, its shares 
should command a massive premium over 
the price being offered to others, is the 
advice that has been given. The Council 
meets tomorrow to decide what that pre- 
mium should be. 

Hie Takeover Panel has little guidance to 
offer in such circumstances. Where there are 
two classes of share, the two offers are meant 
to be comparable: the premium offered on 
one class of share should be no more than 
the premium at which they were trading 
before the bid. The comparability rule pro- 
vides no help in this case, however, since the 
Council’s shares have never traded and no 
value has therefore been put on its con- 
trolling position . 

So what’s it worth? More than £300m 
according to the most hawkish view since 
that would represent half the 20 per cent pre- 
mium Granada is offering for control. That's 
quite something for a stake nominally worth 
less than £3ro and is plainly a non starter. 
The Council may nonetheless feel obliged 
to go for a sum which adds signficanlfy to 
Granada's bid costs. 

Council members must be hoping that 
Gerry Robinson does what many commen- 
tators are urging him to and withdraws 


gracefully. Otherwise the unprecedented 
position they find themselves in could turn 
into a rather embarrassing one. 

Competing for a 
slice of £20bn 

M ore than two million people must 
deride within the next few months what 
to do with the savings and tax-free interest 
accumulated over the last five years in 
Tessa accounts. Something like £20bn is avail- 
able for reinvestment and redeployment; the 
competition for a slice of this is the nearest 
thing the UK has yet seen to a full-blown 
price war in the market for savings. 

Inertia favours the Tessa providers, who 
have been trying to persuade holders to roll 
their capital forward into a new "fossa. Typ- 
ically. Tessa investors are traditional savers, 
most at home with banks and building soci- 
eties. Relatively few are comfortable noth the 
idea of taking risk. Most have learned to be 
suspicious of financial salesmen and the 
commissions and management charges lev- 
elled. In all but highly performing funds, 
investment returns are significantly reduced. 

Even so, the biggest challenge to Tessas 
comes from Personal Equity Plans, which 
offer tax-free investment with the prospect 
of better returns and some risk. Six months 
ago it looked as if the main competitor 
would be corporate bond funds held in Peps. 
They offer returns of up to 8 per cent com- 


bined with a moderate risk of capital profit 
or loss. But many providers charge a fee to 
join, a fee to exit the fund and 1 an annual 
management charge, all of which signifi- 
cantly reduces the return. ... 

Now it looks as if the mam challenge will 
be from Peps invested in shares, and specif- 
ically shares which track the performance ot 
the stock market as a whole. Tracker funds 
are cheap to run because they need fewer 
analysts and managers. 

Recognising this. Fidelity, the Amencan- 
owned investment group, has just launched 
a new fend on which there is no entry charge, 
no exit charge and the annual charge is just 
0.5 per cent. Legal & General has replied 
by trimming its own charge to equal fidelity, 
and Vir gin has indicated it will shortly fol- 
low suit. Future investment performance 
cannot be guaranteed. But over the last few 
years trackers have performed better than 
most managed unit trusts. Low-charging 
trackers look like becoming the all too bleak 
future for many fund managers. Good news 
for us though. 

Tax changes that 
cut no ice 

L abour calls it a tax bombshell, pointing 
to a hidden tax hike of £85 0m. The gov- 
ernment presents it as pan of a mod- 
ernising drive to simplify the tax system which 
will help the self-employed. Both are firing 


off target - but it is hand to see how the self- 
employed stand to benefit from the intro- 
duction of self-assessment and the associated 
shift in the basis of assessment of tax liabil- 
ity from previous to current year. 

One interpretation of the changes is mis- 
taken; thanks to cushioning transitional 
arrangements, die self-employed will not 
have to pay two years’ tax in one. However, 
the new regime will undoubtedly yield more 
income for the Inland Revenue, since the 
self-employed will no longer be years in 
arrears. Thus accounts for at least part of the 
£850m increment in revenue; the rest will be 
paid only if the self-employed businesses 
turn out to grow in profitability as much as 
the Treasury hopes- 

Set against the blow of having to pay tax 
on the nail are alleged gains from simplify- 
ing the tax system. Some hope. One lead- 
ing firm of accountants, Ernst & Young, has 
already called for the countdown to current 
year assessment for the self-employed to be 
halted. Philip Davis, their expert on self- 
assessment, says that the new system is no 
simpler than the previous one. 

The administrative convenience may 
impress ministers but is unlikely to cut much 
ice among the ranks of the self-employed 
whose interests they claim to bold so dear. 
On the other band Labours campaign 
would be less self-seiving if it pledged to 
revert to the previous system of assessment 
in arrears - something on which it remains 
conspicuously silent. Surprise, surprise. 


* 
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Forte battle: Bidder prepares to be specific about its promises as share registers reveal cross-holdings 

City firms 
that hold 
the key 


Granada details £100m savings 


MATHEW HORSMAN 
and JOHN SHEPHERD 


Granada is poised to bury 
Forte’s management in an 
avalanche of detailed promises 
on how it intends to run the ho- 
tels and restaurant company, as 
part of a last-ditch effort to win 
its £3.3bn hostile bid. 

The detailed breakdown of 
Granada’s promised £l00m in 
savings show how Granada in- 
tends achieve half that amount 
through rebranding, higher 
room rates and reworked 
restaurant menus. The rest will 
come from head-office savings 
and centralised purchasing. 

The figures, to be released by 
Granada next week, are likely to 
be accompanied by a sweetened 
offer - although analysts differ 


The Forte stakes 


Top 10 shareholders 
Institution % held 

Mercuiy Asset Mgt 13.23 

Gartmore 2.92 

Prudential 2.86 

Capital Group 2.76 

Legal & General 2.29 

Baring 2.29 

Standard Life 2.28 

BZWIM ' 1.92 

Hermes ' ~ L89 

Robert Fleming 1.78 


L Performance of Forte’s main hotel branches 1 
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on how much higher Gr anada 
wDl go. Charles ADen. Granada’s 
chief operating officer, declined 
to comment on the breakdown, 
saying it would be unveiled next 
Monday or Tuesday. 

The fresh details emerged as 
the powerful Council of Forte, 
which owns less than 1 per 
cent of Forte’s shares but con- 
trols 50 per cent of the votes, 
met with advisers from both 
sides yesterday. A spokesman 
for the council said: “No con- 
clusions have been reached and 
we are continuing discussions 
with both parties.*’ 

Sir Rocco Forte with Keith 
HamJll, finance director, and 
Richard Power, public affairs di- 
rector who was promoted to the 
main board on Tuesday, yes- 
terday hosted a two-hour brief- 
ing for 50 leisure analysts from 
stockbroking firms and other 
leading City institutions. 

Forte told analysts that oc- 


cupancy levels in hotels in ail of 
Forte’s main brands - Exclusive, 
Meridiem Posthouse and Her- 
itage - are high and in many in- 
stances are well above the 
market average. 

To support its controversial 
claim of £100m in annual sav- 
ings, Granada has prepared a 
segment-by-segment analysis 
of Forte’s main businesses, de- 
tailing precisely how much will 
be spent refurbishing the Little 
Chef and Happy Eater restau- 
rants, which Forte has agreed to 
sell to Whitbread as pail of its 
defence strategy. 

Just under 100 little Chef 
sites are earmarked for trans- 
formation into fast-food outlets, 
while another 17 will get im- 
mediate reburbishujent. The 
company intends to spend 
about £250,000 on each new 
fast-food outlet, and about 
£50,000 on the remaining sites. 
Some of the 420 Little Chef and 


1 Eaters could be sold off 
le restaurant business is 
also to get “re-engineered 
menus”, with old-fashioned 
items dropped, new products in- 
troduced and more expensive, 
lower-margin ingredients re- 
moved. Granada expects to be 
able to improve margins by 3 
percentage points through these 
measures. On the hotels front, 
the rebranding of the Post- 
house and Crest properties into 
a single upper mid-market 
chain will allow higher room 
rates. Granada will argue. 

Travelodge rates will also be 
raised by at least £5 a night, in- 
aeasitH> to about £10 more a night 
for business travellers. Forte cur- 
rently charges a flat £3450 at 
many of its budget hotels. 

By effectively doing away wiih 
Forte’s head office, and reduc- 
ing the number of operating 
units from 12 to just three, it will 
argue that h can save at least 


£24m a year, the amount by 
winch Forte daims it can enhance 
profits under its own savings plan. 

If the Granada bid succeeds, 
total food and beverage supplies 
would cost about £320m a year, 
made up of £180m for the 
Granada operations and £150m 
for Forte (not counting the 
motorway services business that 
Granad intends to sell). 

Granada will argue that it 
could achieve discounts of up to 
10 per cent cm its bulk purchases 
by dealing with fewer suppliers 
and limiting the independence 
of line managers to reach then- 
own supply deals. The savings 
could reach as much as £25 m a 
year, Granada will claim. 

There were heavy dealing? in 
Forte and Granada shares yes- 
terday. One dealer said Ameri- 
cans were buying shares in 
Granada, up 75p to 6495p, in the 
belief that its bid will fail Forte 
shares dosed unchanged at 343p. 


A new analysis of the latest 
available share registers of 
Granada and Forte highlights a 
potentially novel twist to the 
takeover bid, writes John 
Shepherd. 

The lists also provide plenty 
of feel for debate among fond 
management teams in City in- 
stitutions. For the analysis 
shows chat Forte and Granada 
have 87 common institutional 
shareholders, controlling 62.66 
per cent of Fbrte’s shares. 

The largest dual sharehold- 
er is Mercuiy Asset Manage- 
ment with 14.41 per cent of 
Granada and 1333 per cent of 
Forte. Without Mercuiy s hold- 
ing, the potential power of the 
other 86 institutions is reduced 
to 49.31 per cent control over 
Forte’s fete. By far the most un- 
usual cross-holding is Pflking- 
ton. One can only wonder if the 
fund manager goes by the name 
of James Bond since the hold- 
ing in both companies is 0JT7 per 
cent. 

With such a large total cross- 
shareholding it is little wonder 
that Gerry Robinson, chief 
executive of Granada, and his 
teams of advisers have spent a 
considerable amount 01 time 
over last six weeks visiting and 
revisiting institutions the length 
and breadth of the British Isles. 

The question for the institu- 
tions is: will they allow individ- 
uals a free vote on the bid or 
impose a strict house policy? 
The latter is more common. 


Ford to re-introduce Aston Martin in America 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

Aston Martin sports cars, made 
famous by the James Bond spy 
movies, are to be introduced 
into America. Ford, the US 
giant which owns the Newport 
Pagnell company, unveiled the 
new Aston Martin DB7 at the 
Detroit Motor Show yesterday. 

The 165mph vehicle will sell 
for about $130,000 (£90,000) 
when it goes on sale in Britain 
this summer but UK enthusiasts 
are likely to have to wait while 
US buyers are given priority. 

David Price, executive chair- 
man of Aston Martin Lagonda, 


said he expects to sell about 200 
of the exclusive car in the US 
market 

World-wide, Aston Martin 
expects to sell 700 cars in 1996, 
up from 610 in 1995. 

7b support the new car, the 
company plans to nearly dou- 
ble its US dealer network to 20 
from 11. The firm expects to 
have dose to 100 dealers world- 
wide by the end of 1996 as they 
target a new popularity among 
buyers for sports cars. 

No major national US 
advertising campaigns are 
planned, although Aston’ Mar- 
tin will advertise in its high 


volume regions of the West 
Coast, Florida and the North- 
east 

Aston Martin withdrew from 
the US market in 1993 because 
it became too costly to meet fed- 
eral vehicle regulations. But 
the US is the world’s single 
biggest market and It was only 
a matter of time before the com- 
pany re-entered it- 

Mr Price would not com- 
ment on Aston Martin’s prof- 
itability, but said: “1 should be 
walking around with a smile on 
my face in 1996.” 

Ford’s chairman, Alex Trot- 
man, said the automaker was 


serious about its ownership of 
Aston Martin, which has fewer 
tha n 500 employees and has 
produced less than 13,000 cars 
in its 83-year history. 

The left-hand drive DB7 
Coupe and Vo lame come with 
a 32-htre, six-cylinder engine ca- 
pable of a maximum speed of 
165mpb. The interior has Con- 
nolly leather and twin airbags. 

Long the signature car of fic- 
tional spy James Bond, Aston 
Martin lost out to BMW in the 
most recent Bond movie. Gold- 
eneye. In that film. Bond drives 
the new BMW Z3 convertible. 

Ford purchased 75 per cent 


of Aston Martin Lagonda in 
1987 and bought the remaining 
shares in 1994. 

Meanwhile, Mr Trotman said 
Ford’s operations in Europe will 
reverse recent losses and be 
**profitabJe”in 1996. “1996 will 
be a good year for the com- 
pany,” he said. 

He said US sales in 1996 will 
rise to about 153 million, com- 
pared with an estimated 15 
million in 1995. He was opti- 
mistic about the US economy, 
predicting “modest, sustain- 
able” growth through the year, 
with low inflation and no sig- 
nificant chance of a recession. 



Optimistic: Alex 
chairman of Ford 


Trotman, 


IN BRIEF 


Westinghouse sells defence business 

Westingbouse Electric Corporation has agreed to sell its defence 
electronics busi ness to Northrop Grumman in a deal worth S3.6bn. 
The company said that the transaction would allow h to cover more 
than 65 per rent of the $5.4bn it borrowed to pay for CBS. In 
December, Westinghouse raised $565m with the sale of its Knoll 
Group subsidiary, a maker of office furniture. 

The deal was welcomed on Will Street where Westinghouse's 
share price had risen a full point Northrop will give Westinghouse 
£3bn m cash for the defence electronics division, whose products 
include systems for command, control and electronic warfare. As 
a result 45 per cent of Westinghouse sales will come from broad- 
cast-related activities. 

Portillo in plea to Philippines 

Michael Portillo, Defence Minister, called on the Philippines gov- 
ernment to honour a £100m radar contract it cancelled with GEC- 
Marconi. Mr Portillo, in the Philippines on a three-day visit said 
be had expressed concern to the government which decided the 
contract was overpriced. 

Watchdogs warn on Stock Exchange rules 

Industry watchdogs have warned that they will stick to the spirit 
but not necessarily the letter of strict Stock Exchange guidelines, 
issued on Tuesday, on the handling of price-sensitive informa- 
tion on the companies they regulate. 

Sources at some of the regulators said that while they had 
been fully consulted on the guidelines and were in agreement 
with them in principle, they had to have their own indepen- 
dent procedures. One said: “They are guidelines. They are not 
rules.” 

Prison for engineer who took bribes 

The Serious Fraud Office secured a court victory yesterday when 
a Dutch marine engineer was sentenced to three years in prison 
after admitting taking £1.6m in bribes from a Singapore shipyard 
between January 1994 and May 1995. Vin der Horst took the bribes 
for favouring Keppel shipyard in Singapore during the bidding 
process for ship repair contracts. 

PIA recruits pensions deputy 

The Personal Investment Authority, the financial services watch- 
dog. has recruited Christopher Ham, former managing director 
of financial planning at Norwich and Peterborough Building So- 
ciety, to be the deputy bead of its pensions unit. 

Production up in Germany 

Industrial production in Germany' rose 0.1 per cent in Novem- 
ber, surprising economists who had expected it to decline for the 
fourth month in a row. Western German output was flat, while 
eastern German production staged a rebound of 1.7 per cent in 
the month. 

However, overall output remained 2.7 per cent lower than a 
year earlier. Since the Bundesbank reduced its key discount rate 
last month, the weak output figures are not expected 10 point to 
further interest rate reductions. 

Official reserves fall by $348m 

The UK’s official reserves fell by $348m in December. Adjust- 
ing for repayments of borrowing under the Exchange Cover Scheme 
and other public sector long-term debt repayments, the under- 
lying decline was $36m. 

Free-for-all at Lloyds and TSB 

Lloyds and TSB yesterday agreed to make their services, including 
all types of cash withdrawals and paying in of bills, free to each 
other’s customers, as part of the completion of the merger be- 
tween both banks. Until now, both banks charged up 10 £5 or~ 13 per 
cent of the withdrawal for each service. 


No FT, no comment 
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Mastering Management is a 20 week course that comes in a series of 1@ page 
weekly supplements free with the Financial Times every Friday until March 22 
by academics from three of the world's leading business schools, it provides a valuable 
those considering further business qualifications and practical guidance for everyone involve 
management. So to extend your management skills, buy the FT every Friday. 
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Retail prospects look promising 


Afler a tough 1995 on the high street 
when retailers were hit by a combina- 
tion of unseasonable weather, fragile de- 
mand and tax cuts (hat failed to 
materialise, the prospects for 1996 
look more promising. It could be a good 
year to invest in stores groups fora num- 
ber of reasons. 

Consumer spending should receive 
a boost from lower interest rates and 
tax cuts, which will increase disposable 
incomes. Then there is the £7bn flood 
of accumulated interest that will pour 
out of Tessas due to mature over the 
next few months. Although the origi- 
nal capital from Tessas can be rein- 
vested. much of the interest is expected 
to find its way into the stores. 

But retail analysts such as John 
Richards at NatWesl Securities warn 
against expecting retailers to cash in on 
a raini-retail boom. Given the over-ca- 
pacity on the high street, particularly' in 
fashion, footwear and DTY, competition 
will remain fierce and margins light. 

It is also likely to be tougher to make 
money on the stock market in 1 996 that 
it was last year when the FTSE rose by 
20 per cenL Predictions for this year are 
for around 10 per cent growth. Investors 
need to be highly selective when mak- 
ing their choices for the year and as usu- 
al it is not so much a question of picking 
the sector as picking the stock 

In spite of the tough conditions last 
year, a number of retailers turned in 
spectacular performances with Next. 
Burton, Dixons and Argos leading the 
way. With the good news already in the 
price of most of these stocks, investors 
may have to look elsewhere for the best 
returns. 

At the lowest end of the risk-reward 
equation, larger stocks such as Maries 
& Spencer and Great Universal Stores 
should do well though are unlikely to 
set any pulses racing. M&S shares 
underperformed the market last year 
- wiih a rise of just 13 per cent but 
in a competitive market will always lead 


the way. GUS is still a lumbering giant 
but has the added stimulus of a new 
chairman in Lord Wolfeon, who has 
already helped David Jones rejuvenate 
Next. 

This appointment may also add 
further sparks to Next shares which are 
likely to be buoyed by speculation' 
about a GUS-Next merger. 

Also tipped for strong gains this year 
is Storehouse, the BHs and Mother- 
care retailer which has improved mar- 
gins and is now looking to add stores. 

But to really maximise potential 
gains, investors who are prepared to 
take a risk need to identify those stocks 
that have underperformed but have the ‘ 


potential to turn the corner. Both 
House of Fraser and Sears fall in to this 
category although they come with a 
health warning attached. House of 
Fraser shares have been dqgged by the 
stock overbangs caused by the hot sum- 
mer and mild autumn. Management 
has introduced better controls which 
should improve performance. 

At Sears, Liam Strong is now tak- 
ing more radical action to prune the 
group's disparate array of brands. 

Another set of possibilities rest on 
any recovery in Britain's moribund 
housing market Wickes, the DIY 
retailer is due for a re-rating after the 
sale of its building materials business. 
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MF1 also stands to gain from any signs of 
life in housing sales. Those to avoid in- 
clude WH Smith, which has still to put last 
year’s problems behind it. 

Bridon warns 
it’s on the ropes 

What is most alarming about yesterday's 
profits warning from Bridon, the wire and 
wire-rope producer, is the speed with 
which last August’s bullish trading state- 
ment has been turned on rts head. The fall 
in the shares from Il9p to l04.5p con- 
finned the ’market ' s annoyance at stump- 
ing up £ 21 - 2 m in a two-for-seven rights 
issue last summer at 135p. 

Profits for the year to Deamber just 
finished wfl] now come in slightly under 
1994’s £4Bm before exceptional, well 
down on forecasts of £7m to£Bm. 

Price cutting by two main competitors 
in the US during the final quarter of the 
year forced Bridon to follow suit. Birk- 
myre, a non-core Australian textiles sub- 
sidiary continued to make losses. A major 
bridge contract was delayed and some de- 
Hveneswere deferred into the current year. 

It is all a far ay the new beginning wtuch 
the company heralded in 1993 after Mr 
Petersen was brought in to revitalise a 
heavily loss-m aking business. “We know 
what we have to do. We know how to do 
it. We will do it", trumpeted a glossy 
brochure o utlining Bridon's plans. 

All is not gloom, however, although in- 
vestors would be right to treat with scep- 
ticism the company’s claim that h is 
about to reap the benefits of an invest- 
ment program, new production methods 
and the integration of Schalkeseil, the Ger- 
man heavy rope maker whose acquisition 
was funded by last year's cash call. 

On forecast profits of £4 5m, the shares 
now stand on a p/e ratio in the high teens. 
A promised dividend of 4.4p provides 
some yield support, but the shares have 
a credibility gap to bridge. Unexciting. 


Sony goes to Soho with 
£250,000 in a suitcase 


BAT affiliate faces £192m fine threat 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

An Indian associate ol* British 
American Tobacco faces the 
elimination of its entire net 
worth if the Delhi government 
enforces a 7.99bn rupee 
l £192m ) fine on the company for 
alleged lax evasion. 

ITC. which is 32 per cent 
owned by BAT is accused of fail- 
ing to pay more than £150m of 
tax. If the’ penalty is enforced the 


company may be forced to bor- 
row the Kinds to pay it. possibly 
from BAT itself. Shares in the 
UK holding company shrugged 
off the threat yesterday, closing 
just lp lower at 564p; analysts 
doubted whether ITC would be 
forced to pay the whole fine. The 
company, which denies wrong- 
doing. said it would appeal. 

The lax evasion charge is the 
latest hitch in the relationship 
between ITC and BAT, which 
last year failed to have an out- 


sider appointed to the Indian 
company’s chair. Its views were 
overruled by a group of institu- 
tions backing the deputy chair- 
man, Yogi Deveshwar. 

One source dose to the com- 
pany said, however, that the ap- 
pointment of Mr Deveshwar to 
the top job might have been a 
blessing: “Given his connec- 
tions in Delhi, we will not be sur- 
prised if ITC manages to come 
out of the whole affair with lit- 
tle lost, if at all." 


The ITC affair is the second 
time in as many days that BATs 
Asian operations have caused 
controversy. Yesterday the com- 
pany denied that it had gathered 
a group of senior executives to 
target China and other emerg- 
ing markets. The company said 
that executives meeting in Hong 
Kong would be discussing BATs 
new regional structure. 

Attention has focused on 
BATs interests ur China and 
other developing markets be- 


cause of the gap between the 
slowiv declining tobacco markets 
of the West and the enormous 
growl h potential in other mar- 
kets that have only recently 
opened to foreign companies. 

China is understood to have 
450 million smokers, smoking 
1,700 billion dgarettes a year of 
which foreign companies have 
a 4 per cent share. Sales in China 
are thought to have contributed 
between £200m and £300m to 
BATs profits last year. * 


Here is one for you to 
ponder. What was Chris 
Dealing, head of Sony . 
Entertainment UK. doing 
wandering round Soho just 
before before Christmas with 
a suitcase foil of £50 notes. 
For a moment it looked like 
a case for Inspector Knacker 
of the Yard. The suitcase 
contained £250,000 - hardly 
petty cash - and the 
colourful London district is 
not noted for its reputation 
as a banking centre. 

It turns out (sadly) to be 
nothing more sinister than a 
routine payment to a trade 
creditor. Mr Dealing was 
visiting the Noel Street lair of 
Simons Palmer Denton 
Clemmow & Johnson, the 
creative creatures behind 
those surreal advertisements 
for Sony's play station. The 
ad people were due a 
performance bonus. 

Apparently Simons Palmer 
etc were prepared to forgo port 
of their standard agency fee in 
return for a performance- 
related lump sum. Once the 
sales of play station sales hit 
pre-detennmed targets the 
bonus kicked in - just in time 
for Christmas. None of which 
explains why Mr Dealing chose 
to pay the fee in person and in 
cash. 

WelL it's a good feeling to 
run around Soho with quarter 
of a million about your 
person. 

Day forty of the Forte bid 
I'fraid so) and it falfs to 
Keith HamilL Forte's 
fortysomething finance 
director to brief the City on 
the case for the defence. Mr 
Harail! began reciting from 
the cov er of the defence 
document. “For hotels, for 
profit, for quality, for growth 
and for shareholder value. 

“I would have liked to put 
four quid at the bottom." he 
added “But the advisers 
wouldn't let me." 

Denizens of Dulwich, the 
leafy London suburb »well ip. 
summer, anyway;, report 
frenzied engineering activity- 
over the Christmas break. 

BT squads arrived in force to 
probe and iesi and no .. 
expense w as spared to rectify 



BiU Gates, the man who owns SO lo 90 per cent of all the 

has been elaborating on fosearh s« 
UfefoSbre he discovered everlasting happiness J”* 
above). Before you get too exerted, vre are talking 
long-distance affair - albeit one that allowed the Microsoft 

boss to sow his wildiisfal chips. 

“We spent a lot of time together one-mail, he rinrtsin 

next month’s Esquire magazine. “And 
could sort of go to the mones together We d find a ^ 
was piaving at about the same time in both our cities We u 
drive to’ our respective theatres, chatting on our cellular 
phones. Wed watch the movie, and on tbeway home w “use 
our cellular phones again to discuss the show, be adds. In 
future this sort of virtual dating will be better becaiee the _ 
movie watching could be combined with a video conference. 
.And who said romance was dead? 


what must have been a major 
fault. Oddly enough. 

Dulwich is where Sir Iain 
VaBance. the BT chairman 
lives, prompting one 
observ er to wonder whether 
the boss's free Christmas 
Day phone call was in 
jeopardy. 

Doubtless this report will 
prove heartening for the good 
citizens of Surrey. That is 
where Sir Peter Bonfield. the 
new BT chief executive, lives. 

Incensed at what he says is 
“inaccurate and misleading" 
evidence presented to the 
Nolan Committee on 
standards in public life. Mark 
BoleaL director general of 
the .Association of British 
Insurers, has taken the 
housing trust he used to 
chair 16 task. Circle 33 was 
the victim of a £ 2 m repairs 
fraud in 1993 and its 
evidence to Nolan claims Mr 


Bo I eat had “accepted 
responsibility". 

“Each of the statements 
about me is inaccurate." 
storms Mr Boleat. “I did not 
accept responsibility." 

The National Lottery can 
now be said to have invaded 
all walks of lift*. Even 
Britain’s senior accountants 
arc starling 10 play . After 
months of fighting a 
rearguard action, one abacus 
artist last week finally bowed 
to the inevitable. Grudgingly 
filling in the ticket, he 
warned his family that the 
chances of winning were 
minimal - and even if they 
did win the begging letters 
w ould make life unbearable. 

Saturday night round the 
TV and not one single . . 
number right “Well we didn't 
win.” pipes up one of the 
kids. “Do wc start writing the 
begging letters now?" 


Take a car and five to 
France for £10 with 

INDEPENDENT and B&Olgk 

European Ffernes 


Storm claims could reach £lbn 


If, after the season of revels, you want 
to recuperate with a spot of French leave, 
you'll find it hard to beat our bargain 
break offer - a day trip to France with a 
car plus five passengers for just £ 10 . 

We have teamed up with P&O Euro- 
pean Ferries to offer readers of The In- 
dependent a range of sailings departing 
from either Dover or Portsmouth which 
may be taken until April 2. 1996. 

The Dover destination is Calais and the 
Portsmouth sailings will arrive at Cher- 
bourg and Le Havre. Both towns are ide- 
al for shopping, sight-seeing and gourmet 
eating and would make excellent bases 
for a short stay. 

Day trip departures from Sunday to 
Fridays, until 15 February, 1996, cost £10 
for a car and up to five passengers. Each 
extra passenger costs £i and foot pas- 
sengers also pay just £ 1 . 

Day trip departures from Portsmouth 
on Friday nights and Dover on Saturdays 
cost £20 for a car and up to five passen- 
gers. The cost of extra passengers and foot 


passengers remains unchanged. 

Sailings from 16 February up till 2nd 
April, 1996, are £10 per car and £1 per 
passenger or £20 per car and £1 per pas- 
senger for Saturday sailings from Dover 
or Riday night sailings from Portsmouth. 

If you prefer to make an overnight stay 
in France, the cost of a 60-hour excur- 
sion is £39 for a car and up to five pas- 
sengers. Extra passengers pay £4 each. 
Friday night departures from Portsmouth 
and Saturday departures from Dover are 
subject to a £10 surcharge. These prices 
do not include accommodation. 

To qualify for these bargain prices you 
must collect four differently numbered 
tokens from the six we are publishing this 
week. Today we are publishing token four 
and we will give full de tails of bow to take 
advantage of this offer later this week. 

Fuji terms and conditions of this 
daytrip offer will appear on the P&O Eu- 
ropean ferries Booking Request Form 
which will appear later this week. The of- 


fers are subject to availability for tickets 
within the Tne Independent's readers al- 
location. A day return is defined as fol- 
lows: Dover/Calais route, return 
departure must be before midnight on the 
day of departure. From Portsmouth, re- 
turn departure must be within 24 hours 
of leaving the UK 


J 
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European Perries .. y 


NIC C1CUTT1 

Storm damage throughout 
Scotland and the North-east of 
England in the past few days 
could lead to a flood of claims 
of up to £lbn against insurance 
companies, a leading firm of loss 
adjusters claimed yesterday. 

The Balcombe Group, an in- 
surance claims specialist, said it 
had been inundated by calls, 
from large firms and households 
facing losses so far estimated ax 
more than £5 00m. 

The chief executive, Nick 
Balcombe. said: “We believe 
these estimates are on the con- 
servative side. I have spent the 
last two days in Scotland and we 
were dealing with an unprece- 
dented number of cases. 

“Work in Scotland resumed 
a day after England, so the true 
scale of any damage, especial- 
ly to commercial premises, will 
not be known for some time. I 
would not be surprised if it turns 
out to be the most expensive 
natural disaster in the UK" 

Previous expensive claims 
against insurance companies 
range between £1.5bn from the 
October 1987 storms, to £195m 
after the February 1991 floods. 

The Association of British 


Insurers, the industry's trade 
body, said it was loo* soon to 
form a detailed picture of the 
extent of this year's claims. A 
more exact idea would proba- 
bly emerge in a month’s time. 
However, insurers were quick to 
play down the Balcombe 
Group's claims. 

Commercial Union said: “We 
feel foe damage will be sub- 
stantially less than £500m. So far 
we have had 1.500 claims ad- 
mitted. which really is not above 
foe average. 

“We did wonder whether it 
would be necessary to send 
special teams up to Scotland, 
but foe information from our 
Scottish branches was that it was 
not necessary'." 

A Royal Insurance spokes- 
man added: “We did open up 
on New Year’s Day because we 
thought there would be a lot of 
people with problems. But foe 
situation is unlikely to be as se- 
rious as past events, mainly be- 
cause the damage has been 
localised mainly to Scotland, foe 
North-east and’ the East Coast." 

Paul Locke, marketing ser- 
vices manager at Eagle Star, 
said: “This is foe sort of thing 
that we would have bargained 
for. This kind of event is not out 
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Northern exposure: Insurers are challenging claims that 
damage this year will rank alongside that of 1987’s storms 


of foe ordinary and we would 
not expert it to have an affect 


generations, covering all sorts 
of damage claims in recent 



Thorn EMI buys 
US rental outlets 


DAVID HELUER 

Thom EMI, the music publish- 
er, retail and rentals company, 
yesterday completed the acqui- 
sition of two Rent-A-Center 
franchise operations in foe US. 

Thom Americas, foe com- 
pany’s rental-purchase Ameri- 
can subsidiary based in Wichita. 
Kansas, bought the stock of Ad- ■ 
vantage Companies Inc and 
Tidewater Rental Corporation 
for a total cash consideration of 
£65.7m. 

Thorn Americas claims to be 
foe largest rental-purchase 
operation in the US. Rental- 
purchase invokes consumers 
renting goods initially. After a 
period foe ownership reverts to 
foe consumer. 

Thom started getting in- 
volved in rental-puchasewhen 
it acquired some of foe Rent- 
A-Center stores in 1987. The 
stares rent out household 
goods, furniture, videos and 
computers. 

The main core of the business 
is company-owned, although 


there are also a proportion of 
franchised outlets. 

Following these latest trans- 
actions Thom now has 1.232 
Rent-A-Center stores, of which 
1,173 are company-owned and 
59 franchised. 

The latest deals are part of a 
continuing development of 
Thom's rentals business, which 
will at some point this year be- 
come a separately quoted com- 
pany if Sir Colin. Southgate’s 
plans to demerge foe whole 
group come off. Under the plan, 
Thom EMI will become two 
quoted companies; one mainly 
involved in foe rentals business 
and the other essentially a mu- 
sic retailer and publisher under 
the EMI and HMV names. 

The company said yesterday 
that the latest US transactions 
would have taken place re- 
gardless of the company's plan 
to demerge. 

A spokesman said: “It b ex- 
pected that the board Will be in 
a position to teach and announce 
a decision [on the demerger] in 
the early part of this year." 


on household insurance rates.” years. I would not say that we 
Mr Balcombe added: “We are 100 per cent accurate, but 
have been in this market for five we are generally pretty close." 


BRIEF 


Locker hits back at bid criticism 

Thomas Locker, foe engineering group involved in a £7.Sm bid 
for foe industrial drums maker Pten tre, nit back at criticism from 
its largest shareholder that the deal is over-priced. John Carr, who 
owns 22 per cent of Locker and has been denied a seat on the 
board, was yesterday lobbying important shareholders ahead of 
an extraordhiaiy meeting next Wednesday. He also objects to plans 
to enfranchise Locker's A shares. 

Glaxo in property deal 

Clark Nickolls & Coombs, the Uxbridge-based property invest- 
ment and management group, has exchanged contracts with Glaxo 
for the acquisition of one of foe drugs giant’s properties in Twick- 
enham, London. Glaxo is taking £l.lm in cash and 5.56 million 
shares in Clarke, giving it just over 3 per cent of the property busi- 
ness’s equity. 

Jacobs takes over Sally ferry route 

Jacobs Holdings, through its shippingsubsidiaiy Dart Line has 
taken over operation of the Dartford to Vlissingen freight fenv 
route from Safly Line. The deal establishes a 50-50 pooling agree* 
ment on foe route with Regie voor Maritiem Transport theRel 
gian state shipping company. ’ 

Pilkington wins £13m airport order 

Pilldngton has won a £13.5m order to supply 81,000 souare 
tres of glass for the passenger terminal at the n«!r^* S ^ Uar ^ me ’ 
buUt at Chep Lap Kokin HongSg! ThelfZ IX? V* 
be foe wori<f s largest for architectural glass and Jfflfae Si *2 
by the group s German subsidiary, Flachglas. SUp Pked 
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.FT-SE 100 
3715.6+27.7 
FT-SE 250 ” 
4053.9+17.0 
FT-SE350 " r_ 
1844.0+12.4 
SEAQ VOLUME 
^ 734.9m shares, 
, 31,788 bargains. 
Gilts Index 
95.28 -0.24 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


«dt to imuranc bid 


TAKING STOCK 


As shares surged to another “lspffemergere^OQgJeh^ 
peak, with the FT-SE1Q0 index ^""SE**** 


topping 3,700 points for the 
Gist time, the stock market was 


surcisor aeiensivc 
other financial groups. 

Refuge is one of the snum- 
«■ nimipi) ptouos, valued at 


intrigued by talk that the long- er ( I u( J c ^ 7 ?^* >S, i ts largest 
suspected insurance take over around 
bid was about to appear. ^hoWer *s Bnwn^ wtm 
Refuge, the He and pensions W- P»Sf }L Snartmcnt 
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oanv had sold at Impart of Granada 

to band its 





Talk of raids from the Con- 
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Flyer halts but Gales primed 


Racing 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 

Having been cut from 10-1 to 
S-I for the King George VI 
Chase by Ladbrokes on Tues- 
day. Dublin Flyer was cut from 
the race altogether yesterday. 
The curse of the privatised util- 
ities seems to have snared even 
the “Magic Sign” and the book- 
makers’ phone lines seem to be 
as frozen as Tim Forster's 
Downton gallops. 

There is nothing wrong with 
the Captain’s geldin g. He has 
just found it more difficult than 
others of his trade to keep the 
horses going in the snap. Dwlin 
Flyer becomes Forster's second 
fancied horse to be removed 
from the King George, follow- 
ing the injury to Martha's Son. 

“He won’t run on Saturday," 
the 10-year-old's owner, John 
Sumner, said yesterday. “Cap- 
tain Forster hasn’t been able to 
do enough work with him to get 
him ready. Tim has had even 
worse weather than us and we 
had it pretty bad. We thought 
there was no point in running 
him if he wasn’t ready so we'll 
wait for another day. that could 
be in the John Bull Chase at 
Wincanton a week tomorrow. 

Another Pipe 
burst after 
the freeze-up 

Martin Pipe, who won three of 
the five races at the first meet- 
ing on turf since the freeze end- 
ed at Exeter on Monday, 
yesterday recorded a 31-1 dou- 
ble on the first completed meet- 
ing on grass at Lingfield with 
Valiant Toski and Terao. 

He said later that the bad 
weather had hit him rather 
than his horses. “I came off my 
bicycle on the ice the other day," 
he said after Terao’s win had ghr- 

RtCHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Fixturessecretary 
(Nottingham 3J20) 

NB: Habasha 

(Nottingham 250) 

en his stable five wins out of the 
first 10 jump races run this year. 

“The secret of why our hors- 
es are so fit is the woodchip gal- 
lop which we put down 
ourselves some years ago. It's 
turned out a few winners. We 
can work even if we have to box 
the horses up and drive them 
down to it." 

■ The Charlie Brooks-trained 
Garolo and Graham Bradley 
gave Britain a first overseas suc- 
cess of 1996 in the Prix Jacques 
Pinel de Grandchamp at 
Cagnes-Sur-Mer yesterday. 


RESULTS 


LINGFIELD 

1220; X. DARTER (S RyanJ 7-4 tar. 2. 
Solatium 5-1; 3. TNo quads 10-1. 15 ran. 
6, 12. IR Atehusi. Epsom). Tots: 12.40: 
£3-30. 0. 20. £2.60/ DF: £8.40. CSF: 
£10.69. Tno: £8.00. NR* Monte Soham. 
Shacfinran. 

1250: 1_ KINGDOM OF SHADES (P Car- 
UOiy) wens far, 2 MhoraaM 10-1; 2 Mngfa 
GOM14-L 18 ran. 3V:. 15. (A Tune*. Wan- 
tsffil. Tote £3.70; £120. £720. £2.40. OF: 
£22.70. CSF: £12.88. Tr*o: £39.00. NR 
Swinging Sixties. 

220: 2 MR SHOT (A Mag*®) 5-2 fw, 
2 No Pain No Gain 4-1; 2 Rhwr 1m* 
8- L 30 ran. Nk. 12. 0 Mchotson. Tempta 
Gurtmg). Tote £3.60; £1.70. £220. £L90. 
0 ft £8.00. CSF: £12.47. Trio: £27.90. 

1-50: 3L VALIANT TDSN (D 3- 

1: 2 Um 10-1: 2 Latin laaiter 2-1 fav. 
13. ran. t. 15. iM Pipe. MMMonl. Tote 
£3.60: £1.60. £2.90. £1-30. V: £24.10. 
CSF: £31.47. Tno: £39.40. 

2.20: 1. TETOVO ID Bnpoetal 7 -1; 2 Mad 
Thyme 14-1 2 Chang* The Act 7-1. 9 ran. 
7-2 (i Bws nstmcuw louUed upi. Tudor Fa- 
ble (DuteCioi. 3Vj. 10. IM Roe. Wefaigunl. 
Tote £7.50: I2JW. £3.60. £1.70. Df: 
£7120. CSF: £8336. Tncasc £64118. Trio: 
£6320. 

2JSO: 1 BUZXM OF TOOT IG Tormeyi 12- 
l; 2 Jofoxoph 12-1 3- Muntafl 100^30. 

9 ran. 9-4 lav Sports View I5tti|. Nh. B. fT 
Thomson Jones. Umar Lmtooumi. iota: 
£10 lO; £2.60. £230. £290. DF: £64.30. 
CSF: £122.70. Tncosr £53115. Tno: 
168.70. 

3JHX 2 ST MELUON FAIRWAY (A 
Maguiei 1-4 lav; 2 HUMand Jack 9-1: 2 
Teatrader 33-1 9 ran. IV?. 5. ID MM- 
son. Temple GuiungJ. Tote £160: £1.00. 
£2.00. £3 JO. DF: £4.00. CSF: £3.46. Tno: 
£4.20. 

250: 1 HCKERTVS OFT (M Armaren 7- 
2; 2 EavppaMaada 7-4 Or. 2 Time 
Enough 5-1 7 ran. Dd 12 (G L Moore. 
Epsoml . TOM*. £4.50; £290. £1.90. DF: 
£4.70. CSF: £9.78. Tncast £26.46. NR: 
Megamuncti. 

Jackpot £18435.30. 

ptocapot £43.20. QuadpaC £25.10. 

Place 6: £71.27. Place 5: £45.14. 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
IDS: 1 SUPER ROCKY |H Bos&irun) 2- 

1 lav; 2 Charted Hal 11-2: 2 Feathcr- 
atooe Lane 13-2. 10 ran. ftt. hd. (R 
Basoman. iVetoeibvi. Tote £2.90; £1-20. 
£2.60. £2-50. DF: £6.10. CSF: £1225. Tn- 
eaac £54.10. Tno: £1250. 

135! 1 DOCTOR BRAVHXISIM Fenton! 
7-2: 2. Reploy 9-2. 2 Soorricrta 9-L 10 ran. 
11-4 tav Miner Aspocta i4tn>. 2. 2 IM Befl, 
NewmartnU. Tote £520; £130, £233, 
£2.90. DF; £28.10. CSF: £20.27. Tno: 
L13J0. 

2J5: 2 MAPl£ BAY (P ROOTS) 13S 2 
Soaum*. 71 2 Mae RMgo Lad 13-2. 11 
ran. 7-4 few Almutaram (4tfi). Vi IV*. IA 
Bailey. Tarportcyl. Tate £210: £2.00. 
£3.70. £3.00. DF. £28.90. CSF: £49.65. W- 
MSE £281Sa 1 nx £4750, 

23K L LEAR DANCER (A On) 14-1 

2 High Patriarch 12-1 2 Shfltdyr 100-30. 

10 tan. 7-4 fair Noyan (4Uii. Md, ll (Pat 
M4Chd. Newmorhei). Tote £933: £2.60. 
fcj.50, £1.90. DF: £29.50. CSF: £155.34. 
Tnrasfc £635.76. Tno: IOJBO. 

205: 1 ASMOKE U Wrawil 14 -1 2 
High Premium 8-1: 3. Pe ng unon 10-1 9 
ran. 4-1 jrfsr Stearate (5th). NeuKSt IBM. 
2V2, 1 V<l iM Jtatorann. Mrtdehaml. Tote 
£14.60. £3.20. £130. £6.80. DF: £38.40. 
CSF: £116,68. Tncast £1085.64, Tno: 
£11310. 

325:1 MYSTIC TEMPO (RCoOmme* 11- 
4; 2 Marino Street 9-4 lain 2 Mia Pick- 
pocket 5-1 10 ran. -T x. V.-. I0r J Scargn. 
Newmarket}. Tote £3 40: £140. £ 1 . 10 . 
£2.00. DF: £&30. CSF; £962 Tno; £4.60. 

4.05: 1 CHEEKY CHAPPY IP FfiSStyi 6- 
4 lac 2 The Institute Bor 8- 1 ; 2 Tho Real 
WMnbang 13-2 9 ran. ■>•?, 3. ID Chapman, 
Yort.1. Tata £2.40-. £ZS0. £110. £2-40. DF: 
£10.00. CSF. £13.25. Tncast £55 76. Tno: 
£13.80. 

Ptacepot £229.50. Quilpot: £68.90- pat 
mm. Pool of £27.96 earned fareart to Not- 
onffam today. _ „ 

Place 6 : £422.64. Place 5: £27445. 


H I have already won the King 
George with Royal Marshall u, 
but that doesn’t make this any 
easier to take. You can never be 
confident in a steeplechase, 
but we were full of hope going 
to Kemptou, although less so 
when it was switched to San- 
down as that would not have 
suited him so well.” 

Another element of the race 
has been saved following the 
news that Merry Gale, Ire- 
land’s best staying chaser, is now 
to return to Britain. Jim 
Draper's gelding collected lit- 
tle more than duty frees and Big 
Ben-in-a-snowstorm trinkets 
on his aborted trip to the 
orginal Boxing Day date, and 
connections were doubting the 
wisdom of a return journey 
costing in the region of £8,000 
in transport 

A financial compromise for 


the flight has been reached 
boweveT. “Everything seems to 
be in order now," Dreaper said 
yesterday. U A number of other 
horses, mainly broodmares, 
have appeared, which will bring 
down the cost of transporting 
them to England. 

“The horse is fine. We missed 
a couple of days when we were 
at Kempton over Christmas 
and with the weather we missed 
about a week. But we haven't 

tak»sn pny ^hanra* an d the thaw 
has helped." 

The meteorologists can con- 
fidently predict Gales at the 
weekend as Josh Gifford's Sun 
Alliance Chase winner. Brief 
Gale, was also declared a run- 
ner yesterday. “Ideally we 
would not have been looting to 
run her in a race like the King 
George first time ouL but she 
is well and will run.” the train- 


er said. ‘Time is ticking by and 
there are not many races for 
good horses around.'’ 

A lick of gloss may also be re- 
moved from another of Esher’s 
attractive races, the Totworth 
Hurdle, following the an- 
nouncement that See More In-, 
dians could miss the race. 
Unbeaten in three races this 
season, he had been scheduled 
to test die mettle of horses from 
the Flat such as River North, 
Mack The Knife and Right 
Win, until a rather lacklustre 
display on Paul Nicholas gal- 
lops yesterday morning. 

“He's not a definite runner 
because be didn’t work as well 
as expected this morning,” the 
trainer reported. “He didn't 
go quite as well as before the 
times he’s won this season. 
We’ve taken a blood test from 
him and we’ll see how that is in 


the morning and it nritgjbt be that 
he just worked abb lazily. He’s 
a staying horse that wjH be bet- 
ter over a trip and if it's gone 
good to soft rm not sure we’d 
want to go anyway. 

“This horse is a potential 
three-mile chaser and. not a 
champion hurdler. We know 
how good he is and we don’t 
hare to prow anything against 
these horses off the Flat. He’s 
die best horse I’ve had so fer 

and we’re looking forward to tbe 

Sun Alliance Novices’ Hunfie. 
But he’s been bought as a three- 

mile chaser and he’ll go novice 
chasingnesayear whatever hap- 
pens at Cheltenham." 

The Tblwoith should never- 
theless be a contest of some ex- 
citement as it features the 
hurdling debut of the Group 


Entries for the 1997 Derby show a drop 


Next year’s Derby has attract- 
ed the lowest number of entries 
for the race since the entry date 
was prat back for the 1992 evenL 
A total of 554 horses - all at a 
cost of £250 - made yesterday’s 
initial entry stage, a figure 10.6 


per cent down on the corre- 
sponding total of 620 published 
a year ago for the 1996 Derby. 

Although the number was 10 
fewer than the previous low of 
564 since the entry system was 
revised, Edward Gillespie, the 


managing director of United 
Racecourses, said: “It’s a very 
nice pool of borees to work with 
and we are now looking at the 
first £1 million Vodafone Der- 
by, which has always been our 
target for next year. 




NOTTINGHAM , . y . 

HYPERION 

1220 King Lucifer 220 Fax On The Run 

1250 Try Next Door 250 General Tonic 

120 Tate The Buckskin 320 Jackson FRnt 

L50 PENNINE PRIDE (nap) 3J5Q Clarification 


GOING: Hurdle course - Good in Soil; Ctase course - Good (Good to Soft In pbeea). 

S Lcll-hand, oval count Flat and galloping with emy ten*. 

Racecourse to Cm cost orchy off B 686 Cohrick road. Noctatfmm rathvap station (saved 
by London Si Panara) to 2m awes. ADMISSION: Qnb £12 (Juntas, 18-21 you*, £ 8 ); 
TaaeraalsSS: SDver Sing & Paddock 54. CABFAHX: bee. 


SIS 


FORM GMDE 

runs pfckad up off the floor four fences oiArt Ctattnftsm lasttfma 
ym stO came bad<m load at tttosooond last be^O&fig jnaijhtt vtittstanl Seven To*- 
WB'chaBenaB.Ha»wsoBrt««WyvBry urtudqr. yal Ms preteuB nn, bman 12 lenglis irao 
thW by B— M M l ra <Bb mme mi at Fbntwefl suopaa ho wra flattered at Cheflanham 
and PENMNE PROE may hare more scope than moat of ttnao. A* a young horn Pan- 
nho Prtda showed a tot of pnsmtea In poK-to-pofriB m 1992 but mtasad 1993-94 and ran 
orty bwee tunes last season, winning at Cartels tot flmo ora. On Ns fflM aid final amt 
ha was stayb« an wafl In inM balM Brare Buocanoer omt itm inles on aolt nound at 
Carite and he had baen oil tor SI months before Mtfiing fourth bated Nazaro owr 4mlfl 
at Bang* 12 dqs bafcra CMsmyas. it *« moat H(r tack of paak flown ramar than Ota 
marathon trip that caused him to molten o«r the last twofancos. Tho Bod CM> Ira tong- 
atrtdng hone and was out of (feet orerFbtoftm^tl^bBra In October fctkralng an easy 
win at Worcester on Ids ratom. He has won at Udonter atnee then and could eeafly bounra 
back from a IWI hare laa time. MmomMi hMpt'IM fonn Ml Hr an old hone are may 
have kMid the enuid a bit too Rvaly at UOnecer last dme. Cut m the ffound and long db- 
tantebrtigouttebaatlnhlniBndapiOBn teh igoiimatMdtbrtilndRomanyOiBaKatUlcea- 
w suagastB the 14^w-oldata has another race In hhn. Ba toc i tac PBWNE PRtDE 


■ LEADING 12AINES8 WITH EDNNBSS; D Mchotaow - 1 1 wtmm from 57 nmnna 
^ves i sncees& rado at 1931% and akMtoa.&I lew! stake of £36.79; lbs M SewJtj - 9 
wtnnen, 38 mniure, 23.1%, ^£264; J FltaGerald - 9 wlnnera, 60 nanres, I87e.-SIQ.42; 
O Brenaan - 9 wtanaa. 67 nmnere, 15JI%, +5224. 

■ LEADING JOCKBT& 3 Odtonre - 13 wiw, E5 (Ida, 238%, +5293; G McCoort- 13 
Wins, 83 rides, 20.6%. +51 J7; P Nhnre - 1 1 oriiDi, 38 rides, 229%. +&G.43; M Dwyer - 
1 1 win*. 67 rides. 16. 4% -53 7.47. 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: DaUM (1-20), Habasha (250), ShaUagnafale 
(3.50) A St MeWoB Drive (250) have been eenc 198 mBcs (^ M Pipe Gram 
NicbotKhayne, Devon. 


foonl KESWORIH NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 
added 2m 5f 110yds Penalty VUua £3494 

0022MJ5 JUMHZn(USN(2a)OCBra2us)NIHteeillO E Hai6ai4 (3) 

OOROO HI HBHET (33) (3 (ijtitxid) G HiMiad 6 11 10 K Bate (3) 

4640- HOT (28$ MsC J Dim) R Butter TUB BFOrai 


12-20 


WEST BRBGFORD NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E)(DIVI)£4£00 

added 3m lliQyds Penalty Value £3,611 

fllBEBT BUWH |222) (kte T R BraciO T Nra^ 9 11 12 JHRbOTaki 


303- OWa£M n W> P I(4B8)CMa Start NTMteOaOTB 119 
52/B66 H)K0N1ltEm(41] QtaeftOpkn) ATunBl9 US 
000 IEVM1KDMK(U|0UDjlM4Uh!L5kUi7115 
U451 mEff(U)<DHHiSMdndRCUtk4U4 
440-251 OWBBQUESIP^ (IcnOQnRsangCUaOiwraOa^TBSm^an 6 113. 

4040-36 TURRH(UB) M N^Ttaa Bunn) RaaOwtan 511 3~ 

063 SRTSUNT(44)(AC(i9mRldRDkMnBlll. 


513451- 

335413 CR0FflS7nAD(27)P)(IWMtlHa( PVfebber91112 . 
1P4 qtlUE A MAN ( 22 ) (W R J Brad) W lenla 8 11 9 . 


^GHcCaot 


6044-25 BALUfllSTH po| CMs Rosamay S Mefcr 7 11 5 . 

Q34-PP6 BOBO t»JL (35) Pagff Mart Bflfcop 7115- 


GARDBl WMX (J J CDBld] N UtDirthn 8 11 5_ 


3121-22 tONBUjanSI(lB5OTyAH«aODNdrtWll7115 1 

912351 OIXMISllBI{G8Z)»PteGMir«4MsDtena9115 

26 PnCESMU( 20 )(m(GDWSHe)K BetaB US 

P ROKBUimBOU5EDa)M4MaenwOB8JQtaCMaraM)GBBklr«7115 


JFTBey 



1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

U WDU3U6 SPAISU(21)UAf%taM0Jftta1ntB115._~. 

12 4WJP35- /UIIBra HEMM (224) (MwCJDiartR Buete 8110. 

13 26S5R) JM)MIMHtl9|l4tairC'Ca0ons)J SpearagBUO 

-ISdadared- 

BQTM 6 : 7-4 Nag Lodfcr, 41 Pricrt M, 7-1 Cropredy 1*4 61 Ocean Laadtae, 10-1 tteyotat, 
12-1 Qtec A Mai, 14-1 Amber Raafca, U-1 other* 

199& no conespondmg meetng 

FORM CUBE 

Ocean Leader was a fair staying hunter aftan he last raced two sea sons a go and Is a pon- 
sWIity, but wttn the oopoteon maMy w-potra-tD-floWere, ms UICKR taoes a retevaly 
easy test compered ® his tbtt two siarts o»w fences. Khig Ludfer won two of Mb four marts 
ouer hunfles last season, cutminating ei a dafeat of a strain 6 atd at Ascot (2 l/2m) last 
January, and irtae a pteasng debut war lencac whan runner-up to sabtomota Hebridean 
at Worcester >n November. He Mad to hanqie the s t iff fences and more enperienoed Span- 
teh u x HajOocK nan Oma but hat nothing Dm as much to no im and ha «4R abo be 
more aitod oy the longer trip. Plica's HMvtas another to be la down by hbjumjgiig last 
bme.An Irish pomno-potot rentier in 1994. Puce's HI mada a piomrsing return tear mas- 
ing last season when going down nanoeay to Baaurepaire at Fontwafl in Nowmbar and Is 
die ona moa Italy to chase home Nng Lucifer with the 7*i ho 0 Hs fiom tho (rant-running 
Croprody Lad- S ntac t ton: KING LUCIFER 

I I O c;ni COUMCK CONDITIONAL jockeys HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £2^50 added 3m 110yds Penalty Vatae £2^75 

330002 PVIMMSnBCEPagiMvWJIMi|ie6120 D lh e i e — I ff 

53-5466 THE UBBI (HQ (24) K Etemle) G ElMRh 9 12 0 
P016-3F DBVMS VMlET(34)(AANrE) AJmslllll3 - 
I250-F4 TMraGAIE(05»|PRO*?RVBu0iBilNT 
F043P3 DOMHE (19) (A J Hejiesl K Bata 6 11 9 


U 05001P CASSW5 BCff (24) (Ijoraial ftedng) R EcUsy 5 11 0 

12 3520 AL00RNCK(lfi(Dan9)KQniindBii-aoMl411O 

13 any SCEPTICAL («7U](Cla>aTuntUae^i«rtSriw^ja3n6 1012 

14 0M2 WW«GlE(5^6taMERteBO(CVtaMltate(I510I2 

15 0465F3 D0HMST0RD0W(31)(MBR[o*e)TWIBlI)ll 

16 3050 BOSMBRM(MatJQaliirtSCra9up4101O 

17 BF60F6 HAA£0BOTU (217) (teVSUlcUelN-MsSivDmas 6106 

18 663030 nsanVDDJQCtao&VtatltahgClubl JMBntaTlOO 

19 pm le m a m iAatunta Neal mwmwwb 100 

-lSdsdmed- 

ANnhera aaViC lOlt The iwrtte imtfB: Its Sand tt ZUk NaffMcom lad 9R10b 
BEKMb 1U Canton tamor, 6-1 R»0e The Bra. 162 Ohm Qoast, 7-l«H*tey, 8-1 At- 
mmran, UHL Rea* tMl Itaret, mnteOanMg, MOT Aafe.lM Ho* 1*1 often 



2-50 


CLFTON HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 added 2m 
Penalty VHliie £3£24 

lUSISl {27) (D) (TAMnsaj) Jchnacy6 120 6 Hogan (3) 


-APMeCDy 


1 U10040 

2 3426-13 MtAN>IWICir(19)(D)FAnlFParmte6WEMMaBBiSU.8. 

3 212234) SHMM SABE(81)(D)(ICRHMBKItagRi 7117. 

4 1204)04 BMHMTCHHL06) VROCBmdMyi NTH4er7U7. 

5 W46-50 RIVH1 BUND (USA) QB) (D) (The WMb Ham PannmrigP) J Old 8 11 7. 

6 33222-0 NARWSlW(SaitylOTtt**J>tnOT*0Smad9114. 

7 206-13 LETS QET LOST (2^ D) Miply) J A Haas 7 11 4 . 

8 002 HSmT(USA)(lN(lhaDMARanitaN9MBanackx^i7U3 - 

9 5(2238 niADREAm(2fi)IHmMERoiimK9MHiMRitend6112 

10 L22FF5 NO IMHT (2Q (D) (Mbnahta LBQ Na 1 MM8 9 10 12 
U 3206-31 HABASHA (43) any NeQ MPtpa BIO 11 

12 10-P A8MR (14) (D) (Ms Sue Can} Mas Gqt Kataay 5 10 10 

13 0-12150 PHHRARE (4Q P) (C F CdMiWuO R Wxxfuue 6 10 8 

14 Q2J4FD2 6BetALTOMC(22}ISmi0<ltare4DGnUb91Oa. 

15 152228 W0C8IT8E0BGE(^)>? ^(EdradCIMel) tesLSddal 7 107. 

10 120232 UmEHI»UaM(22)e3FEdHH»GaMBia51D6 MAI 


lbOB%f(3| 



MDnyar 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

9 155PCW KHAZAn (iSA| (io} (D) (Ms A Bunon) R Brnhertm 6 11 1 

10 &9>4X)4 TimeXTDOOHP3)(MSGrtOd«|MB«Bn91013 


VSflQ MASTER 0F1HE HOUSE CUt) (Dl (H) (Alaton Rocng) M HonncnO 10 10 0—0 BeoOey 
100651 c»BrBaa(29m(nvib(aGnttetcaMJMfiiKta7ioo — a? imao) 
33023* BRBAmA MU3 (19) (Atan Mrai] M Owpnn 5 10 D 


-SCmnn 


71110. 



30-P212 8N«nBI(lN(QmiMBteyartnmrtWateuna7ll9. 
50*3254) BS DE BOT (33) (D) (Mis E M R [ietH P Qarka 8 118 

50000* 08M0SC (756) [VSchad MetarSl) D LUray Sfnth 10 11 4. 


-TJ tenta 
—RMuaey 


U 3004)22 DANCMBtMNCBKaRIMRCWrtDGaragrta^lOS 
13 004000- FIT QUARD pc) (40N (T A Btachnora) N Babba^ 9 10 2 

13 43WU0 !BSSPtweffm.(223M(DwKaizid) ABanw6100 

14 23iay THE TIDW GHOST (964) 9t Date SOairti 7100- 

15 F45352 GCBflE ARAV (20) (M D Hammond) M Hamtwd 7 10 0 — 

15 5046(00 MVSKIERLUCY (SSXMBSKVrttdnusti MssKVKHHnisaS 100 

17 QP4S06 TARO CARD (38) IG A Fbmdon) R VftlXlWUSB 5 100 

18 CHOPS- CHJ1C BflEWLD(405) WoM A EcMejl R Etita8 100 - 



_MKeVta(S) 


19 OORW5- QA7I0N IBM (241) (Hirt< Bourn Oetepmertt US 5 Camirai 7 10 0 MUne{7) 

_m tks&mA- 

MMiun mWC 10st True handicap The Men Ghost Star 121b, Gam Aeey 9a lift, Mr Star 
Lucy 9d 5®. 7am Card 93 5lD. Otoe EmeraU 9sr 3B. Garte Run 8sf 6 Bl 
BEITING: G-l Dwnte. 7-1 Mraarf, lMTtawgte, 8-1 Tha Hmtar, T)y Nert Door, 10-1 Dwteg 
Qancar, Gone Away, 12-1 Banybra tamte Prtnen, 14-1 Dentag VeOay, 20-1 oflian 


20 F09221 8AUS0NG {2fl( (D) (khn <Mym| Mm Mi)c 7 10 0 

21 F06300- HEEDANC8l(2S7)MsVEHB|iH«rtRBmdieraon6100 

22 356800- CMBO (UM) (250) (D)(MCBarMM Bente 10 100 

- 22 de e la nd - 

ARtate in(^ 1OT Ite Aandrtv w|^ Din Gtm Ikt 1% BdCannto OTi 8 Satotg 9M Uh, 
Flee Dancer * Canto 9st 10t 

BEITWtt 6dL thdwrin, 7-1 Wedbeby, B-l flmrart Tote, SaBeun^ 10-1 Btadvotdi Ml FWhr And 
Aney, 12-1 OTWa Hea, UF» Set Irat, nrnma, IM. Mantra In, traoeert Oeeifa, 18 othen 
FORM OBOE 

weehetoy has bean quite ttr on die Ftat in hb day and stepped up considerably on Ids ftret 
two starts over lurttas by mteng a moe of It with newcomer Serious, another decent Rot 
home, a Uttraetar 19 dtvs o&. There Is prabtey botrer o come, but he is «Hy a novice 
and BUR AND FANCTe Rearer axpanence mBy ba too much tbr hm. Consistent lest see- 
son. Far And Fbncy won on the Ftat anarlhat end Is imprared dds term. He came Me Sx 
a dsdsfeB win amt Banana Cw* and Once Mon? For U«* at Leleaatar last men* on hfc 
re hen to huitMng end was comergagato when ddnJ BjCeiteae in bensr company at Hgy-- 
dock trn days later. Ha wtt be hard m beat In that sort of Item. Hatoatea was held unrt 
Die dear leador tad two out az Bangor and m the and beat Grean’s Iter Mm a bit up her 
Ekeve.wlth Mwtor Ofthe Home and Ctvta'a Gian foutti and fifth respeawary- That was 
only her second start since Agri, so tho chances are aha wffl imprwe on It. She may tea 
an edge in fflness over a lot of these and should p> dose again. Btachpatch KM was JWt 
with a Ut to do and »w narer gHng to gat to some decent horses at Doncaster last dm*. 
It was at least an Improvement on two previous outings and ne saema to be oomhig to 
hand. S ale ct lon: FAB AND FANCY 


3-20 






TRENT BRIDGE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 added 
3m 110yds Penalty Value £3^485 

G«a«l Itoci) Mrs 5 Nock 6 U 13 jQBmBey 

(The Dncp (temea) R Atner 6 11 13 MrPHteeyCS) 

I (48) m fOud F Vtart T Thomson Jena 9 11 13 - 
l m 1G HtrtBrt a Hutvad 6 11 8 . 

MaHim0t6U8 
6116 

P#nrai7116 

yttetnealSShemood 7116 
Me J MaM N TwsnvDaws 6 11 B 
C Jones A Jens 7 11 8 

IRQ (64) (Kigi Kate Patrenhrt M Pipe 5 u 6 
WYI37) ID J tewt M Ktenmand 7 11 6 


(47) CSpacea^ Ptastlcs Untied J OU 7 11& 

(21) (F J Ka®») mb D Heme 7 11 6 

MJUfaon51ie 

6A1£ (2971 IF S Dawes) N Henderson 6 11 & 

GALE («l) date Vttben N Henderson 6 11 6 

ashon. unreal ta*tm nwo tvu 5 u i 

COUMCUE (28) 0 F) IR Aina) RttwlO 11 1 

BEtTING: 6-1 Brtyea Bay, Woedlard Gte, 7-1 Ced Rarar, 15-2 TMm Um Backita, 8-1 Dm, 
IM Gamp Saak. IM Bajmatfc. DaridTs Wan 14-1 Marten, MMatiy Uk 18-1 tern 
RAM OUDE 

Today’s card has been named with samtna m mind and Cod Runner showed he was was 
up in mat department by leading three out and leaping up the gaOop to beat Mr Cotton 
Socks over two and a had miles on soft gnund n Woraaster in November. He had matters 
in hand whan the challenging WhaCs Your Stay crashed tfrappi the wtegat me last and 
is iksfy to be even better sited by three maos. The VWiaTs Your Stray yard runs Da gyaa 
Boy- saying on when runner- up to Bucket Of Gold a Tamesmr (2m5f) test month. WMe 
he Is another who should be better off at this iterance, tha Item b not quite as gwd as 
Cool Rumor's. There are plenty of ethers that here shown they hare Die ahfllty to win a 
tew of this nature. Jenny (Atman's Bnymatte, who runs In preference to Newbuy Winner 
Tennessee Torsi, should step up on Ho second to Denag idanc over three furtongs less 
herein November, but that M?wbory Item, when? the flirt ttnw kbb dear of tfvremdit- 
der. looked decent and thru -placed woodford SALE had every chance (ram three out 
unu after the lkl That was a big rnipmement on his nm previous runs mar toadies and 
he must have a good chance if marnainaig that prapesa. Marttena made It took so easy 
when mahrg a winning reappearance at Humingpon n November, it Is doubtful whether 
sne brat anything but she can only bi*»ove (or die experience. Qneeafon] Bata's Piump- 

ton wn is me Doner lorm - on pac« a least - and Take The taekrtda'* amth win was 

only his second race back alter missing ista season. Mam Rpa’s French import Dam** 
is rather a tteto horse, but vm state te reapmg im reward for heaping its hones on vie gg 
mrouflhtxit the Itewe. B e l ee fl on; WOODFCTP GALE 

ARNOLD HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) £3350 added 3m 
3f UOytte Penalty Value £3^42 

1 U-L413F TK BUD CLUB (28) (The tae Oty Gioupl K Stay B 12 0 -lOteraw 

2 3155-34 MNEBB$HtmECq(BF}(RriBdHM)PIMiBWl4119 SBrtaw 

3 1334 (BiPCPnOECB) WaWA8auimiQMNaimnf911 7 AAhOTe 

4 3 * 35-24 WESNQLBflYGG)(BRfDKTtatan)PBfiunMlOU0 DBridgvrtra 

5 2P0P-21 BEAUREPAinr (J7) (Prt-muC ParTncrsj R «ncr8 11 0 SMcNal 

6 3404-32 M08ft£ lEgiPBHt (NZ) (27) (A E Dean) T Geaffl B 10 13 MARUgmU 

7 354215 SPHOWSTONBOY(28)KjeeflWltirt M Ch«mariL31012 ^WNortkWgtei 

8 22PW4 SEASAMACMNLE P4) (M Ytestl R Buddar 9 10 7 8 Pmvd 

9 ft'46P: 8ffifi»8«(21)llfcATar*Rnn)GB90rttl21DS. 


ro«nl WEST BRJDGPQRD NOMCE CHASE (CLASS E) (DIV I) £4500 
added 3ra 110yds Penalty Value £3^82 
1831-11 eaAQ OF HAR (SB) EQuewt BateBO N Hentemn 6 11 12 — — _JI A 
200-321 HAHRCSiSBACEART DQ (C9 (KG Marta) Dlfctrtjon 71112 A 


K30F3 JACKSON HOT (29)(Mr*L 0 TtertTHramm Jens 8 1112_ 
0U3OP >WMNGEAMCm6tMMDtRHWl4mian9115. 

- CWhCaK Bata 7 US- 


SR DM6£m«0eff(iq(RaaicCk4)KaK 
OPO-52U DtflCOFLANCASIBt (35) {BR HrtAfcn 
(WlPremraOrtiaUirataM 
NimMN (3^ (A OWtakrtKBtey 9 
(43) Ota Cherry Emrt P Bern T u 5 


-APMsOcy 

._JFltey 


PR22-BP FACRNt 
5 mww 
212SP0 MfMBI 


UbJ Ptfraan 7US.W 

HKn0i8U5 

9115 B 


ty mratBOTCI^ 8 taJtaENoi 0 teLI«faraa» 8 l 
6403- mBSBB(28MMsDart»OTteii]JEikrads7U5 
L6FF5 SOLOMM SPftHBS RJSA) ( 20 ) [Ms VC Wad) Mrs VMted 
WE Hmsr HOUSE me Bodw BuxM 0 Shnand 6 U l 


8116. 


.lay 



16115- 


■ETlm&9-4 
Duke of Iracuter, 14-1 My 


Hot, 8-1 tee Botey Heara, 104 


The (art that Lemon's MU wra drawing clear whan she came down two out and ruined the 
of eventual runner-up Ground Nut. stolid not detract ftom a pramfeine drat run over 
m taaaa Of Mar, even if he wee doubly lucky to have won at Hwafnri. The top 
f2m3fl was aknost cartanily too sharp far Nm and he tel come on a lot (or the saperience. 
Not only ms Brass Of Mar was a bettor hurdler than FDaURESSECHEtARr. but Date 
Nicholson's seven-^xr-oto was orty had a length to Horn of Jadtm FM whan rurtoar- 
VP » Chaeenger Du Luc at Usca«er tan month. Ffloureswcreary maets TVn Thomaon 

renneron 7M wore* »m» after pwwgiA> a penalty (or iw narrow deteat of Ainndt at South- 

tWtLThaLhowerar. lsonfyhBll 8 w«tenr. ftdanas 8 ecretarvvvagrunrilrignnn ra i.i«r iniww- 

tcr over an Inadequata trip egabia a usoftd mal who has stnea won impresslveb ate won 

wey cheeMly war a more sutabta three mites at SauthweB. He ahoted have ptanty of bn- 
pravemem to tore and can tataw up, though there h no quesUon mat ha faces a suffer 
taeh. S a fact i WK FPnURESSECRETARY 

focgi HUCKNALL STANDARD OPEN NAnONAL HUNT FLAT RACE 
l±5zJ (CLASS H) £1^50 adttetf 3m Penalty Value 0,721 

1 MMHIT MOSE (30) ft Hfcfcj) 0 ftecfcon 5 U 12 ^JRFRahtam 

1 SrKBUONDI»ECa)(SiMinEBBieslJiOMPgn6U12^ DBttgMt* 

1 g-””Wn^.ft^PWOT5117 1 WPtottm 

BUKIBfflMT0Mr^RslrgS0UDltalJi*d)RAIiar6ll5 AHraiia 

BOSWN MAH (M K Otrflani) R Wocrtnra 5 U 5- 

CLARfflCAlION R C Crtmood) P HtrtB 5 11 5 - 

CUffHA HUUD Ota KWh C ttegto) J « BadqrG U5 . 

DAMN BfMER 0 J Cm) D C3BJ 5 11 5 


10 473354* WOOOtANDSPOWHI (23) (VBc<tna(»)TO 5 ttrtireilJdlPPnldaO 6102 -J) Dari* 
-lOdadnd- 

BETnNfc M BMReeptea. M Praofaa Mda. 4-1 tbe Bad CM. M, kkMe MaMragw, M Waeh 
nrt Boy, ID-1 Bward Bey, 18-1 M nagetih . See a ema ca rnBn. 20-1 ate e n 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


air EDGE (MR GJ 


15115. 


JfrEMay 

G tartar 


-fifiOTffl 


HAmBENr (A G Woted Mis M RhMy 5 11 5 

24 HAKBlUnCHORIBCmgfaieqMSoIbneDinsrtBnBlJOIdSllS ,T( 

43 MAMERn(Btf3htabiMHiPanneniNi)NTMkn4JHK6115 DWOTK8) 

MOOR HAtmNX(RSDooHinae)K Bute 6115 A Intel (3] 

r5115 TBejr 


RKUI«RjnSR(MnMWBbd)NTMtDn4)ata5U5 mMgUujP) 

SWUAfiAMBlE (Ms E U BErsdbHfl M dpa fi 11 5 bratai 

S0t™nM(KHBre<WMAw»5llb-. 

IffiCOOEDIQOMreJUMtfJ MAS 5115 

tPSTREA M TOROB TD p A Wig C JUvBar 6 11 5— 

RM!0lESmED(SVaaMAwd)CBrtii«5115 

GOOD 80M BMC ORObor*)WJonta5110 

fflVERBAY(RWnoodRacri(J AfiBHKrrtBSllO 

SMART AFntOACH Ota M B Plata) MR M tarteySUO. 

meUN(%ilRn«GBnBy4107 MARbgwMd 

(DOS SQUAD (WMCterai)WI*toMl410 7 A 


-A P McCoy 

TJnhs 

^FRyran 

JtfMp 


BErtWS: 4-1 MfaUy I 
Edge, 12-1 ABdDayC 

tfay. 201 Htedsceot. I 


iDtew.e-lSewrt A iip n iw Ii .m 'ri—Vtf ii Me, 1 0 I BB 

-lOnra, Htaar.MverB^iSlBfataiy 







“Our main job now is to 
make any international owner 
aware that if they are not in the 
race at the moment, they will 
have the chance to make an ear- 
try in March 1997 at the tiiree- 
year-old entry stage.” 


Gifford: Time is ticking by* 


the advantage of Richard Dun- 
woody at the control panel 
He is from the Celtic Swing sta- 
ble of Lady Henries, who earli- 
er last year invited the natron’s 
press round to AngmeringPaxkr 
to view the Flat season’s great 
hope. On Saturday, her River 
N<nth faces Mack The Knife, 
whose trainers would only have 
the Fourth Estate on- their 
premises if they fancied a spot 
of target practice- 
Dick Hem, who prepared 
Mack The Knife on the Flat, 
and the horse’s current trainer, 
Martin Pipe, are not men not- 
ed for posting bulletins on no- 
tice boards or taking out page 
suds in the trade newspapers to 
inform about their horses. Per- 
haps Mack The Knife will tell 
us all we need to know this 
weekend. 


Matthew 'McOpy, the belea- 
guered chairman of foe British 
Horseraring Board’s Industry 
Committee, yesterday won a 
seat on the board itself for a 
four-year term. Currently a co- 
opted member, he will replace 

Michael Darnell from June as 
the Industry member and di- - 
rector. . 

His candidacy was agreed 
by members of the Industry 
Committee despite the contro- 
versy that has surrounded Ids 
trip to New Yarik for the Breed- 
ers’ Cup when he was held in 
police custody. 

McCloy was the only nomi- 


sentatives. Only afterwards did 
he offer an apology. 

Despite continued disquiet 
from some areas of the Indus' 
tty, he has ridden the storm. 
Both tire Thoroughbred Breed- 
ers’ Association representative. 
Gerald Leigh, and the Nation- 
al Trainers Federation’s Ian 
Balding attended yesterday's 


to extend the time 

I for nominations was re- 
jected by a significant majority. 

in October, en route to New 
York, McCloy was handcuffed . 
on the plane and detained for 
45 hours. He pleaded guilty to 
the minor offence of dtsorder- 
ly conduct and, by not contest- 
ing it. secured his release and 
a speedy return to Britain. 

McCloy was asked to ex- 
plain his conduct at the recent 
fndustiy Committee Fbrum but 
chose to ignore questions from 
trainers and breeders repre- 


The industry Committee ex- 
ecutive, Annie Dodd, said: 
‘There fold been talk of ex- 
tending the deaeffine and it was 
Matthew who brought it up be- 
fore the committee today. But 
the level of support was mini- 
mal and most felt it was best all 
round if we stuck to what we 
said we would do. 

“Matthew offered to tell any- 
body on tbe committee who was 
interested what happened in 
New York. Maybe a couple 
took up the offer privately, but 
there was nothing expected of 
him beyond that 

“This is the committee telling 
the world of its confidence in 
Matthew McCloy representing 
their views. It should put an end 
to tbe whole discussion so that 
we can get down to some prop- 
er work." 


2-00 


HYPERION 

100 Never So RH» UK) Rainbow Ibp ZOO Be 
My Btrd Z30 Distant Dynasty 3 j 00 Total Radi 
330 Copper Bright (nb) 


STITCH IN TIME CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS E) £4300 added 3Y0 Im (AM) 


GOING: SUndznt 

STAU& Inside, except 6 f (onaldeT. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE Low for 5£ 

■Lefirfcend, sharp oonrae (Bqohnck surface). 

■ Course la SB of town or B2029. Ungfleld notion (pared by 
London ^ Victoria) Mfebia comae. ADMISSION: Afl endonra £9. 
CAR 7AXK: Chib S3; laaoladfr free. 


BUNKERED PHOT HUB: BriHng (iJOO), GoUw PtertbA 
Sdtia (1-30). 

WINNERS Of TBB LAST SEVEN DAIS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Tainted Hog (1.00), Rage- 
fear CL30) A Cower Bright (8^30) have been met 370 ndks 
tv P Uaidim from IQdtfletam, North Yorkshire. 


00- NAKED EMPEROR (44) M FflttaxajvGadfcySTp. 

01251- D0NEI1GS (BG (q R Hannan 8 9 

606054- BGUB0USGENr(21)XllcftrtnB8 

00003-5 BE MY BSD (B B Moehsi 8 1 

031000- MDUIHMfKKSEtEUBQuttaBl 

004000- RMI[23)WUmS1 



JQetao 7 


ifla Degra (7) 3 

000623- MMAHDStMSaMM(21)G(-M0«711 _NAdnM4 
■•7 AickNl ,| i 

BET1MB: 84 Utraedei, 3-1 taitaakaai (tana, 10080 Be MY Bbd, 

TOO MANY COOKS HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4^00 added Gf (MW) 

084224- SFffi)Ya8SWPD)(OTM)MDi>efc7910 


[4 rvnl ROLLING STONE HANDICAP (CLASS F) 

L~2lJ £3^00 added Im 4f (W) 

204064- WB«8)1tiG(21J PHaston 79 12 ITtetaall 

(BQ223- CHEZ CtOAUN CM) R AMuat 59 5 — ; IM%(7]9 

413200- HfflatmZMD(U)nnSt)w494 D«(t8 

420005- DMaetMCY|17}(C)MtNMaCAta593— SSmtealO 

230306- NEVatBOnEp7}DMUira4812 HCtefaiawB 

066900- 10MN.(21)Rfe«am48U SNeweralZ 


r«Nqr(7)2 
>8 
i7 

_£ talar 3 

U04- WIHHEAflIB)(lRANMXrta490 HG. f a 1 6 

000002- DCSDtNT DYNASTY (Ifl (C0| Bltans 6813— SSraike* 1 


000220- NU»(17)(Q(D9TJNtaf«Dfl599 — 

340004. MffBOY (W) (B3 P Hatan 7 9 5 

106620- DMDM(U3)(DJBLMara59I 
246085- RAMMM (40} (C)C Janes 590. 


800100- HtSSHmCBOAIpfi) ANo«ai4»088 . 


605000- TUJWt FUratT(17) ANatcorab#586- 
08000- BlUQNG(UD)SUrtar686. 


8 
B 

10 024130- PI’S DRENI (IB) H lfea> 5 8 3 . 

IX 2/UOOO- SWSTDB0BDBt(26)nB Meehan 681. 

12 000- SHBMNSMIpfl)GLAIom480 

13 504000- MUUIA(29)J8tmr»l4aO— 

-llMaad- 

BEITlta »4 Cher Catatal. 11-4 TMtead nag. 03 Nora So Bite, 5-1 
Dfa fianr»; 104 IV* Dwta, IM. tefar Rnd. 14-1 .Ertdat 201 


«7 
— AMeckagrX 
—C fetter 3 
— ACtafclS 

)Qtee4 

—NAtanel 

3hMt 


406000- aoanACKER(20)(P)8Mawnnn4812 ACteAlD 

900446- HOmAMJC DMN50H (34) fCD) MgH lAflMta 4 Bj2 

10 001535- RMT RNOK (201 |Q R M Row 58 9IZI DO»4 

- 10 (kind - 

BEI TS B. T-aSpewRCteeric. 4-1 Dtetail D | i —H. S-l Fort Kara 6-1 
, 13J Mtee. a-ltera Hearted. MU Hnarneir D— an, 18-1 


MANY HANDS IMIBi STOKES (CLASS 
F)£3JD0 added lm2f (AW) 


aoo 


1 214184- IMM.BBa7)(CD)MnNMgi»taB96- 


ESSI 


BAD PENNY MADEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5^50 added Im 2f (AW) 

1 60ty WYHB(L861)TCata790 N Altera 9 

2 0- GOUtBI PUNCH CU)GQssr 59 0 . 

3 02006- CNJ8IOTGT(llfl}D(7Hn4822 

4 0042- BMfUCUBDCoa8n»4812 

5 300000- N0RtffiM-B«C(OTItateT)iampnn48 

8 600423- MHUSROOSTapMANewrt»4812_AM«ctta 3 

7 MMOTTOPWHIWB4B12 BOadranS 

8 004000- SMSS (20)0 Mulltt 4 8 12 AQok4 

9 232350- SGOCTSPRM (17) PHa4fr48 12 Stagnant 7 

10 022402- HtStHHrDNDr OTP Kataevs 7 — M ta p— 1 10 

11 000600- IBMLDMMA(B4)PUcBnia487 RMrtn(7)E 

-lit 



BEnwa 94 RaUmrTra 7-2 Ffart Raft Da^ M Birat, 7-lMte 
Rnoater, 8-1 Seta, Seciet Spttel. 10-1 Laps Dm, IB-1 ittea 


r— rte bihIwi pi) n 

2 080012- taE5O*EPCMiaC29)|CZI)Jtttst093 ACtertl 

3 306201- UMX0RDP9)(CqjTrter4 91 WNnaealO 

4 364254- TM»lAL(3Q(U)9WTUicr 591 HC0Bn(7)B 

5 004500- GHANCeriBlA(U3)Kloy590 RCacte»4 

5 3X3X1 SB CHEWBfOF SHOE P^Ut)(P)DArtrthnOt 1090 

, - - , ABMtel 

7 KM3Q1- T0W.aACH(17)(0D)Rk«an«813 DBOT3 

8 182008- HUtSTH) (57)0 Ittonar 4812- 

9 000324- BSKT7U (17) 589 , 

10 465300- W O W iWMrtPffl) JMOT5B9 

-10 OectereX - 

BPiMa: 94 Lwitatt. 7-2 fatal fttei. 4-ltawraw P—r. 5-1 Ttetet- 
M, 7-1 Secmtnry Of Siata, 8-1 RM Bid, U~1 Rtekj Te, 25-1 otten 

looni BRD IN THE HAND HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5*450 added 3YD 7f (NW) 

1 0412- VUM OF LOVE {26}fE4 HCtnten9 7 SSmtenl 

2 6W- BMZ)HPpmiS|GLMxra9a SHMte Wtt4 

3 000012- TIECUSH(lfi)eC)BPIl<hg813 SP V— ■■■ 3 

4 0000- MHUBMLPSJS 0—812 X>taBP« 

5 523026- BaiSOFHOUJIHPp4)WltaS5_Jara r teH a tapnB 

8 00450-* C0PretBEKW(2)PHBtam710 M tan! (5) 2 

-6 fattened - 

AMiun ■*»«: 20ft True tandfcqp wtfit QVPer BrV* EB 13fc 
BEnmifc U VMfa Of irno. lMItew 7-2 Con— B^pfl. 4-1 
, 7-1 Beta Of IWIraJ, 10-1 Uepta Bat 


HYPERION 

12M Ibgra ULO Kimberley Boy 140 Lochna- 
grabi 2J0 Dark Oak 240 Irish Gent 310 Cum- 
brian Rhapsody 340 Cutthroat NM 


5 PD3333 H HOH>m S(20) Capt J Wfcai 6 11 2 

6 542293 HOMHWE (65) P MgntEttl 7 11 2 

7 04-10F2 AID ALE (20) J Orta 6 11 2 

8 000905 ntsm RRST (42) J HslBB 7 11 2 B Storey 

-8 


(3) 

JttMtate 

-LOW— 


BEntaft 54UHBH ante, 3-lOMoe, 92 Davtey. Motel—, 1821 
ne— n, Old Ate, 291 ate— 


INSPECTION: 7Jtam 

GOING: Good. 

■ Leftrtand, —Uetiiig caw* e. Runrin an d—e comae of 60Qj&. 
■Gouraeb ImSWoftown oearJimctlonofA6S9*ndAi77.A[>- 
HISS10N: Paddodt £8 (QAPS S4); Conrae S2. CARPARK: Fkm 


GEORGE MULCAS1ER MEMORIAL HAND- 
ICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5^00 2m Sf 


W1NNBB8 XN TBB LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE BONNERS: Stately Bone (1.10), Aiutrelat 
(2.10) A Aaron BqnM (3/40) ham boon rant 291 taka by P 
B— trap P nw fa rt i— , Dyfed. 


430240 ANDHaOT(29)PB0Mn9120 
0U-3UU QAMOM(tB)JQrttl01111. 


0-12302 HOUGHTON (47) £b) J H Jrtnui 19115 
3F1616 SWORD BEACH (17) (CJ Ita M Rtafar 12 11 3 -J2 B— Uy 

F11F2-0 SONOFnS(40)(CD)MraMRwBta8Ul PNhrra 

2243-3U CROSS CANNON (SB) (CD) J Hal— 10 U 19 .TRaad 

323M6 WAIT YOU THBiE (17) (CD) HNscnter 11108 LWyv 

-7fadterad- 

BEITMG: 5-2 HoesMoa, 7-2 SvMrd Beaeb, 9-2 Ban Of fete, 5-1 Aadniot. 
Dark Oak, 12-1 VMlYraTtae, 16-1 OraraCa—to 


12.40 


SOCIAL CLUB MARES MADEN HURDLE 
(CLASS F) (DW I) £2^50 2m SfUjOyds 

1 1- DAISY DATS (294) JHJntnaxi 6114 6 Upton 

2 or DO«rsDQjeHraT77]Tahartnsnn9ll4 — LHMr 

3 9 CA»K POSIT (403) 9 tart) 7 11 4 Altera uu(7) 

4 006960 HHHPBmK(18)JQifaiB114 bE—a 

5 PO&WF MYOOMfY(17)JDod*7U4 BHMUa 

6 60-4 IX) RA9CM1Y (Z7) MteLSkUdt 6U.4 

7 065 SUtaPBMr{15)NCt»rtnim6U4. 

8 00092 1tnRAC2auifaStanirt8114 

9 P MSSranrcH(33)lfaMflMta5114. 

10 545 B»YW)gttP)B Muta41 05. 

Dltoh, M-l ttaiyh DeRpA, 16-late— 


2 40 


CROSSHILL HOTEL NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4>500 added 3m 3f 

544201 BBSH SENT (43) P Baounn 10 11 7 R 

P54-332 ALfDALETp9)PRJHJtnn»n8U0_ _£ 

04064)0 BUSY BOY (46) D Lamb 9 110. 



(7) 

CF55P3 MBiai HOCHM (2S) Ms VMM 3D 11 0 JlfMer (9 

06U/FP M OPRWSIIC (374) F Murtagl 9 11 0 ADaUta 

-5 


IPBl 


CORfBt SHOP SHJJNG HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS 6) £ 2,600 2m If UDyds 

SWMY HOOT 0$ P Be— 15120 RJahuraCS) 

DOTMMANm SOllllS 1113 MwRCMc(7) 

M) DOT *•"« Rodman S Jtee to Hatert 

UDMJ Pan 7113 RMcCertta(7) 

E (22) J Mb 10 110. 

(2® F Colon 9 ID 12 




BEItHG: 441 kteh Gart, 5-2 ta Datejr, 6-1 ta OpttarirtlB, 84. Meter 
HodtaQ, 20-1 taqr Bdjr 

SOCIAL CLUB MARES MADEN HURDLE 
i (CLASS F) (DIV D £2350 2m 5f 110yds 

1 335 AU.tM(B3)JHaflwiDn5114 Dfane 

2 0 CHUBMHECUISKaatMiaili RGrarttjr 

3 2-3 CIMnnN RHAPSODY (54) (B) M HEaaBfaf6114 -LWyer 

4 50 DAVMCmO(4^ DMo(Mt6114 LOH— 

5 09 SBBORANS IASS (283) J UpESn 5 114 MrTBSne 

6 OPPD6-0 tflEADOWBUHN (40) W feed 6 11 4 

7 095020 IMLBB MAS (42) F Muna0l 5 11 

8 MtnewHi Mn 5 teamrt 7 114 _ 

9 AMD flUEflADDraR8Atfiw(7114 

10 09 WCB«nnO(3BJ)FCOM7114„ DJ 


Uss, 



4-1 Al On, 8-1 

14-1 otters 



i510 7_Bltente«C3) 

16104 H Staple 

)HAtesrtw710Q B Storey 

DOZBIDBHUI (96) J(tXUn4 190 L-JWRy 

TlMfcaS U53 W SmCi 11 10 D Sfaytor (7) 

) M Doda 7 100 N fatal 


9N6b 

BEflHQiMN 
,841 


rBraMStoh 

Mm.1241 


rtaiafcTtomrafend 


, 8-1 Errtwra 7-1 tt 1 - 

elUrtH 


rTfH CSDESFELD HALL HANDICAP HURDLE 

^™] (CUSS D) £4^000 added 2m 5f UDyds 

34F SPS> AMAZDNEMBS (44 P Boon 7120 RMtaMp} 

1212-83 CtmHBOATMDPC) (Cl? Mta M ftorteyBUS — PM vm 

IPS446 H0Dta£ BEEPnONCS) (CD) MnMRa— y7116 

Sarah Batobrifae (7) 

POPOQ2 8HAItP)N Crai (17) M Snnti 10 11 5 8 Barker 

294 PRBE0FIHY(5QCHU«5I13 H 


SED6EFIELD CRICKET CLUB NOVICE: 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 added 2m If 

1 P0693F CUVM(2B)TTtee6U2. 

2 6045-15 DBILRY07)GM Moot 9112. 

3 21232-2 IOCHNABMH(28)Milinevdqr811I 

4 U6026/5 MACCONAGHE UO) M OKb 9 11 2 Jtate 


6 293403 WWHlGEORBEPfl JHtatosSJlO STMOfff) 

7 3SOOP6 Ere»BEP3)n&MMnr51011 NBndtar 

8 5*1333 NOCXrcM(30t(QKMoi8n7U)9 RltaMtaffl 

9 59F12 RYE CR3SSH8 (74) M H EaOFVOy 6 18 9 LNter 

10 24Z2-P3 TOPOHBIORniiACMB(43)MPBRunnS100. 

R Strata 


-JO 

Mnimnito^JU)toltafWrtOTM|^RsMffRn(rtaecin69N13ft 
BenHCfcKCiittnrt RM.9-1 fecokbini. 92Ryo CrarabM. tt-*PlMe 
Of May, 91 Sh— 040,8-1 WeraraGa«iB< 10-lath— 


Dwyer inspires 

Denympjtfe has been, well 
backed with the sponsors now 
that he wQ be ridden by Mark 
Dwyer in the Ladbroke Hurdle 
at Leqpardstonn a week on Sat- 
urday. Tbe gelding is now 12-1 
co-third farourite - from 16-1 
- for a race in which he has fin- 
ished fourth and second; • 


rotim'flggssmn 
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sport 


Put to a punter locally who had seen his selection make up ground to 
scamper home in a dog race, it elicited predictable scepticism 


Doubtless there exists in the minds 
of many readers the irritating idea 
of pretentious sports columnists or 
commentators who knew all the an- 
swers offhand and can settle trou- 
blesome issues with absolute finality. 

Bearing this in mind, close at- 
tention is being paid personally to 
a thought advanced in an educa- 
tional aid that came my way over the 
holiday period and has been dis- 
cussed since in the company of 
careworn bettors. It is that the ma- 
jority of racehorses, in common with 
greyhounds, don't quicken. 

Pul to a punier locally who had 
seen his selection make up ground 
to scamper home in a dog race 
screened from Sunderland, it elicit- 


ed what you may think to be pre- 
dictable scepticism. “Bollocks, he 
said gruffly. In staggered disbelief he 
went on to suggest, with great sim- 
plicity and patience, that no account 
should be paid to idle rumours. 

1b many people this may appear 
to be a trivial theme in days of great 
sporting upheaval and what passes 
for progress. But. according to Alan 
Potts in his book^guour The Crowd: 
The method of a modem backer , a 
great deal of the information pub- 
lished about horseracing is utterly 
misleading and largely worthless. 

This applies especially, Potts in- 
sists. to the notion that horses even 
under the most persistent urging can 
be persuaded to produce winning 


bursts of acceleration. To substan- 
tiate his theory, Batts, who claims to 
turn a healthy profit, offers the ex- 
ample of a human: the Olympic 100 
metre champion, Linford Christie. 
“jChristie’sJ races have produced 
similar scenarios, with Christie 
storming through to overtake his ri- 
vals in the final third of the race, to 
win, usually going away at the fin- 
ish. If you had to describe in a sin- 
gle word the quality that makes 
Christie successful I’suspect 'Pow- 
er' would top the list of answers.” 

Consider the term “turn of foot", 
which is used to describe the qual- 
ity that enables a horse to outpace 
its rivals in the dosing stages and you 
have some idea of what Potts, dear- 



KEN JONES 


tyno 
ting at. 


respecter of reputations, is get- 
il With rare exceptions (Sher- 
gar. Dancing Brave and Desert 
Orchid are offered as exan 
considers the notion of su 


eration to be nonsense. Especially 
as this argument questions serious- 
ly the knowledge put forth by train- 
era, jockeys and raring tipsters; we 
arc on dodgy ground here, but no 
matter. 

Making further use of Christie’s 
career, Potts adds: “Detailed analy- 
sis of Christie's running has shown 
that his victories don't result from 
acceleration on his pan. but from the 
fact that his ability and training al- 
low him to maintain top speed for 
longer than his rivals, when he ap- 
pears to be 'powering borne', be is 
simply main taming a level speed 
whilst his rivals are slowing down." 

What struck me before I was half- 
way through digesting this was that 


it should have been fairly obvious. 

Some years ago. «j*en Pjgjg 
an article on a remarkaMysuo^ 
ftzl canine. Balleyrecan Bob, 1 con 
suited a man who has spent w . 
veare around dog tracks wthout - 
'fering any great anguish. Dogs 
run at even pace, he said- Do 
let auvone tell you otherwise. 

Well that is more or less what 
Poits believes about racehorses. 
“The quality we are seeking mil « 
demonstrated over the final two fur- 
longs of a rare, whatever the dis- 
tance." he writes. “It is m this part 
of most races that the average 
speed will increase and the horse 
with the power will be the one who 
sustains ths increased speed over alt. 


or at least most- of the quarter mile, 
and will gradually draw away fnrcn 
most of hBrivalsffi *£5* 
and he maintains h* 1 J .SL 

“ three horses remain 
through to the finish, then m all 
Stay they are 
dovm togethcr.and oihtfB 
from behind- They £ 

headed J?y » h°ise ccmm S 

^TTbat none of this «* 
widely on the pubheauon of f^B 
book last vear is underslancaoiL. 

You see. he docs not appear IO 
much on most of the neap £ who are 

professionally involved in racUL. 

thinks they are not to be trusted. 
Not with the truth anyway. 



Spot! and style: Mick Docherty, the Rochdale manager and son of Tommy, has put a smile back on the face of the once manned Third Division club Photograph; David Ashdown 


Realism rules Docherty’s fantasy 


t Down the genera- 
tions. Rochdale have 
tested football folks’ 
sense of humour as 
few clubs can. Even 
the most humble of 
aspirations have proved wildly 
extravagant and the conse- 
quences devastating. 

Whole regimes, not merely 
managers, have “died” on the 
Spoil and stage. Tommy Cannon, 
never to be forgotten in these 
parts as “that comedian of a 
chairman", arrived with his 
panto and television counte- 
nance only to depart with a 
scowl and the derision of the lo- 
cals beating his eardrums. 

Financial crises have pushed 
the club to the brink of extinc- 
tion, and well-intentioned en- 
deavours have not always been 
enough. In 1939. a “shilling 
fund" to help pay the players’ 
wages raised precisely that - a 
shilling. 

The present board. led by 
David Kilpatrick, a former un- 
dertaker. have resuscitated the 
corpse. Yet at the start of this 
season, ihere remained scant 
prospect of Rochdale's rising 


from the bottom division that 
had entombed them for 21 
years. But then no one had ac- 
counted for the influence of 
their manager. In fact, as the di- 
rectors concede to their shame, 
they promoted Mick Docherty 
from caretaker more by luck 
than judgement, late in the dis- 
array of last season. 

Negotiations with other can- 
didates became a shambles and, 
as the club's financial director. 
Graham Morris, recognised, 
would have drained not only 
their coffers but also their 
morality. New managers tend to 
have their own back-room staff 
in Low, which would have meant 
sacking Docherty and his trust- 
ed aide, Jimmy Robson. 

Docherty has embarked 
upon the task with a seeming- 
ly boundless inner resilience and 
a public visage encouraged by 
his father. Tommy, a manager 
who had a gag whatever his 
emotions or club of the day. 

“Mydad always told me that 
no matter what troubles I might 
have, the moment you step 
through the door for work you 
make sure you have your slick- 


The Rochdale manager is laughing all 
the way to Anfield, says Derick Allsop 


on smile, because if the players 
see you are down, you haven't 
got a chance.” Docherty junior 
said. 

The family resolve has been 
examined by family and pro- 
fessional traumas, but Mick, a 

chip off the old 

Doc, is swag- __ 

gering through The momont you 
his one-imers, step through the 

and a football , . & 

team delivering door, make sure 

long-lost cheer 

to this corner yOU h3V6 YOUf 
of Lancashire. ... * 

Rochdale are in StlCk-Oll Smife 

the midst of the 

promotion con- 


transformation with meagre re- 
sources - he was allowed to lav- 
ish £20,000 on the signing of a 
goalkeeper, Ian Gray - and 
abundant energy. The players re- 
spond to his brand of man man- 
agement ( “I treat them the way 

' I liked to be 

treated") and 
his demands 
for constructive 
football. 

“What you 
learn above all 
else at our level 
is that you just 
have to get on 
with it," Doch- 
erty said. “Last 
season we had 


test and on Saturday have one 
of those dates they fantasise 
about in the lower reaches of the 
game; an FA Cup third-round 
tie at Liverpool. 

Docherty, who learned his 
trade with Burnley and also 
played for Manchester Cily and 
Sunderland, has achieved the 


to beg; steal or borrow to get a 
goalkeeper. Now were well off 
in that department. We still have 
to beg, steal, or borrow when it 
comes to training because we 
don't have our own training 
ground, and as we share Spotiand 
with Rochdale Hornets rugby 
league chib, we can’t use that- 


“We get use of an all-weath- 
er pitch, but even that can be 
teed over. One or two schools 
lend us their gyms and some- 
times we'll go upstairs in the 
stand and organise some circuit 
training. You just have to 
improvise." 

That ethic extends, in the 
manager s case, to organising 
the laundering of the kit with 
the local infirmary and taking 
over the responsibilities of MC 
at a fund-raising dinner for the 
dub’s centre of excellence. 

Money is a subject never far 
from the consciousness of 
Rochdale. If necessary, they 
would sell a player - perhaps 
the redoubtable central de- 
fender, Paul Butler, or the 
midfield orchestra tor, Jason 
Peake - but the trip to Anfield 
fends off immediate pressures. 
“It will make us at least 
£100,000, even up to £125,000." 
Docherty enthused. 

For Docherty and his players, 
this tie means much more be- 
sides. “These lads may never get 
another chance to play against 
a team like that in a stadium like 
that,” he said. “It’s light years 


from our world. And for me it's 
the chance to pit myself against 
Roy Evans. It's an unbelievable 
experience for all of us. The ex- 
citement is difficult to explain 
to anyone who doesn’t know the 
Third Division. 

“I watched Liverpool on tele- 
vision beat Manchester United 
the other week and wanted to 
switch off after 10 minutes. 
But. as Alex Ferguson admitted, 
his team were very poor on the 
day and if we play the same way, 
relative to our ability, we’ll get 
exploited tenfold. 

“We're going to try and win, 
but if we went out there intent 
on all-out attack, they’d rounder 
us, so we've got to be realistic 
The longer the game goes on 
scoreless, who knows? I went 
there in 19S1 with Sunderland 
and we had to win to guaran- 
tee staying up. We won 1-0." 

Omens being the pillars of 
football optimism, Docherty 
might also consider this; his fa- 
ther capped his contribution to 
Manchester United’s cause by 
winning the FA Cup in 1977. 

The opposition in the final? 
Liverpool. of course. 


Todd brings in 
Porterfield as 
Bolton No 2 


Football 


Colin Todd’s first decision in 
sole charge of Bolton yesterday 
was to appoint lan Porterfield, 
the former Chelsea. Aberdeen 
and Sheffield United manager, 
as his assistant. 

Porterfield, who has been a 
free agent since leaving Zam- 
bia. where he was the national 
team manager, joined the Pre- 
mier League's basement team 
following the dismissal of their 
joint-manager, Roy McFariand. 

Tuesdav’s decision to ap- 
pease Bolton fans by splitting 
the pairing took the players by 
surprise - recent signing Scott 
Sellars heard about it on tele- 
vision - and was met with mixed 
reactions. The centre-half Alan 
Stubbs said: *‘I don’t think two 
managers work. You never re- 
ally know who the boss is." The 
striker John McGiniay added: 
“Roy McFarland was a really 
m'ce guv. maybe too nice.” 

Todd” and Porterfield are old 
friends, having been players 
together at Sunderland, where 
Porterfield is remembered for 
scoring the winner in the 1973 
FA Cup final. 

Their first game in charge is 
Saturdays trip to Bradford in 
the FA Cup, which yesterday be- 
came the latest competition to 
fad in line with the Bosnian 
judgement sweeping away re- 
strictions on foreign players. 

Sir Bert Millichip. SI, has 
confirmed that he will step 


down this summer after 15 
years as FA chairman. In his an- 
nual letter to FA members. Sir 
Bert also reiterated bis support 
for the England coach. Terry 
Venables, dismissing “trial by 
daflv slur", but insisting that “the 
truth" behind the “damaging al- 
legations souring the game" 
must emerge in 1996. 

West Ham are to sign the 
Croatian international Sloven 
Bilic - subject to work permit 
clearance, which could take up 
to a month. The Hammers, who 
have agreed a £I.2m fee with 
Karlsruhe for the centre-half, are 
also giving a trial to the Toulouse 
striker Philippe Chanlot. 

Wimbledon and Everton are 
to be asked to explain why Joe 
Roykr was reportedly shown 
the” boardroom door at Selhutst 
Park on Monday. Rmfc praised 
the referee. Alan Wilkie, after 
his Everton side had won 5-2. 
saying: “He was excellent in a 
siege*situarion... it would have 
been easy for a less experienced 
referee to ha\ e cracked.” He is 
said to have made simDar com- 
ments in the boardroom. 

The Blackburn striker. Alan 
Shearer, has been cleared oi al- 
legations that he made obscene 
gestures at Middlesbrough farts 
on 16 December. 

■ Nigeria have been warned 
that they risk a six-year sus- 
pension from the .African Na- 
tions’ Cup if they go ahead with 
the decision to withdraw from 
the tournament in South .Africa 
later this month. 


Maradona reveals his 
fight against drugs 


Diego Maradona outlined his 
struggle with cocaine addiction 
in a magazine interview, saying 
he was speaking out against 
drugs “for the kids”. 

“I was, I am and I always will 
be a drug addict,” Maradona 
said in Gertie, in which he dis- 
cusses his drug problem for the 
first time. “You can't just get up 
and say: ‘I was an addict’,” he 
said. “You have to wake up and 
say. ‘Today, I'm going to con- 
tinue my fight against the hell 
of drugs'. Only that way can you 
fight and try to recover.” 

The 35-year-old player was ar- 
rested in 1991 for drug posses- 
sion and distribution and 
sentenced to court-supervised 
treatment “I suffered a lot be- 
cause of drugs, much more than 
anyone could believe, and I'm go- 


ing to explain my suffering to the 
young people ”'said Maradona, 
who underwent two 15-month 
playing suspensions, in 1991 and 
1994. after positive drug tests. 

Maradona, who now plays 
for Boca Juniors in Argentina, 
said that he began using cocaine 
in 1982, at the age of 22, while 
playing in Europe. “My family 
suffered many painful experi- 
ences," he told the magazine. He 
related how his daughter. Gi- 
anina, once asked him for a glass 
of water while he was lying on 
a bed and could not reach It 

“I couldn't get up. I felt like 
I was stuck to the mattress. And 
my hand shook," he said. “She 
asked me: ‘Well, Daddy, won’t 
you get me the water?’ and I just 
couldn't do it The cocaine had 
numbed me completely.” 


CRICKET; West Indies in decline while England languish among the international also-rans. Robert Winder reports 

Warne and Steve Waugh keep Australians at the summit 


For international cricket. 1995 
was a year of revolutions. The 
West Indies, who for two 
decades have ruled the roost, 
were finally toppled: soundly 
beaten at home by Australia, 
and held to a humdialing draw 
by - if we are honest - one of 
cricket's minnow nations: Eng- 
land. 

But at least one thing is cer- 
tain: Australia remain the lop 
dogs. They followed their tri- 
umph in the Caribbean by hum- 
bling Pakistan in the first two 
Tests of a grudge series in- 
flamed by the bribery allegations 
between Salim Malik. Tim May 
and Shane Warne - and they 
have held on to their top place 
in the Independent Tabic of 
Test Cricket, with the West In- 
dies dropping to third. 

There is not much doubt 
that Australia deserve their top 
billing. In Shane Warne they 
have the world's least playable 
bowler - in the recent series 
against Pakistan he took 19 

wickets in just two Tests, and was 

man of the series. Their batting 
is enviably resourceful: Steve 
Waugh remains the world's 
No f by carrying on from when? 
he left off in the West Indies - 
his unbeaten century set up 


England, Sri Lanka, New Zea- 
land and Zimbabwe. 

One of the other things the 
table reveals is a sharp differ- 
ence in the number of games 
played by the various teams. 
Brian Lara win not be consoled, 
in the light of his claims that he 
is exhausted by too much crick- 
et, by the fact that the West In- 
dies have only played 28 Tests 
in the past four years, not much 
more than half the number 
played by Australia (46) or 
England (39). 

The problem with any rank- 
ing of international results is 
that it is not a level playing field: 
it is not as if everyone has 
played everyone else. The table 
does, however, put the teams in 


Australia's victory in the first 
Test and set the tone For the 
whole series. Also, Slater, Tay- 
lor and Mark Wiugh also figure 
strongly in anyone’s list of top 
batsmen. 

There was much talk in Eng- 
land this summer about the suc- 
cess of the Australian method: 
the much vaunted Academy of 
Cricket, which embarrassed 
Atherton’s team a year ago 
and bowled out the West Indies 
for 92 last month. It does seem 


to be the case that cricket is, for 
the moment at least, an Aus- 
tralian game. 

Pakistan have had, by any 
standards, a rotten yean bribe 
allegations, walk-outs, official 
enquiries and a couple of heavy 
defeats Down Under. But their 
record in recent years remains 
good enough to secure second 
place in the table. The rankings 
are calculated on a four-year ba- 
sis, so are not easily swayed by 
temporary bursts or dips of 


form. In that period Pakistan 
have won steadily away from 
home - the sure route to high 
points in the statistician's for- 
mula (see table). In 1992 Pak- 
istan beat England 2-1. then 
went to New Zealand and won 
1-0. They lost 2-0 in the West 
Indies (as everybody did back 
then) but bounced back by win- 
ning 2-0 in Zimbabwe, 2-1 in 
New Zealand, 2-0 in Sri Lanka 
and 2-1 in Zimbabwe again. 
Their recent defeat by Australia 


was, apart from anything else, 
no more than revenge for the 
1-0 reverse Australia suffered in 
Pakistan in 1994. Even so. their 
recovery in the final Test at Syd- 
ney, where they beat Australia 
by 75 runs, was enough to net 
them 100 points from the series, 
the same as Australia gained for 
their two victories. 

If the gcuerous premium on 
away wins helps Pakistan, so too 
does another feature of our 
arithmetic, the refusal to vary 


the award of points according 
to the strength of the opposi- 
tion. Pakistan have picked up 
most of their points against 
Zimbabwe. New Zealand and 
Sri Lanka, by no means the 
heavyweights of international 
cricket. This obscures some 
tense cricket politics: it is not an 
accident that Rikislan have not 
played host to the stronger na- 
tions - it has become an un- 
popular des Li nation (especially 
now that South Africa, with its 


swimming pools, beaches and 
golf courses, is back in the 
fold). 

South Africa themselves have 
had an impressive start to their 
new life m the international 
cricket circus, good enough to 
join the top table, which does 
have a marked two-tier feeL The 
gaps between the top five coun- 
tries - Australia, Pakistan, the 
West Indies and South Africa 
and India - are quite small, but 
there is quite a gulf then to 


* vuguijr viutr one wouia ex- 
pect Australia will, to judge by 
the strength of their young 
teams, take quite a bit of knock- 
ing off. But jt should be noted 
that none of this is any sort of 
guide to the forthcoming World 

Cup. Afi the recent charts reveal 

what everyone knows: that one- 
day cricket is a different game. 
Indeed it is pretty much an ex- 
act reversal of Test match form 
- India and England come out 
fop- So, roll on February - and 
may the worst side 





Home 

Away 

Series 


Matches 

p 

w 

D 

L 

Pts Ave 
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w 

D 

L 

Pts 

Ave 

p 

w 

L 

Bonus 

Points 

Austraia 

46 

24 

13- 

6 : 

' ,5 ; 

r 77Q"- *132.08 

22 

9 

8 

5 

1220 

55.40 

l? 

• 7.' 

3 

11.66 

9814 

Pakistan 

32 

12 

5 

5 . 

2 

350 - 29rt7 

20 

9 

4 

7 

1060 

53.00 

.30 

■ 7 \ 

3 

14.00 

96-0 

Wostmes 

28 

-12 . 

.$ . 

3 

.3 . 

' .360 - '30.00- 

16 

6 

6 

4 ; 

"840 

52.50 

9 

5 

T 1 

1L11 

9351 

South Africa 

19 

i b- 

4 

4 

• 2 

280 28.00 . 

9 

3 

4 

2 

460 

5l_U 

6 

3 : 

a 

10.00 

89l11 

India 24 

;• 9 

5 

3 . 

-1 - 

310' 34-44. 

15 

4 

6 

4 

640 

42.60 

7 

'• 4 

■o 1 

1142 

•38.46 

England 

39 

2fr 

■6: 

S 

12 

460 17,63. . 

13 

4 

3 

6 

520 

40.00 

a 

-2 . 

~5~- 

4.44 


Sri Lanka 

25 

n ■ 

- : i . 

6 

. ' 4 

17ti 15.45 

14 

3 

6 

5 

• 540 

38.51 

9 

. 3.'- 

5-. 

6.66 

6062 

New Zealand 29 

33 

■a- 


. 7 - 

180 13JJ5 

16 

2 

7 

- 7 

480 

30.00 

H 

S-ilS • - 

a- 

1.81 

4Sj66 

Zimbabwe 

11 

■ 8 - 

-a. 

■ 4. 

:■ 3 

130 16.25- . 

3 

O' 

T 

2 

40 

13.33 

— 

■ ;. 6 . - 

3_ 

0 

2058 


Points are catenated as foflws: the tabte includes alt matches over a four-year period dating Hack id 1 January 1992. reams get SO points tore home 
victory, 20 tor a home draw and 0 for a defeat. From the home points total a home average is eatetdatad. Teams get 10Q points for an awav victory 40 
fyr an away draw and 0 tor ^ away mm we away points total an away average Is cafcuiaied. Bonus points (BP) are awarded for senes wtetorfes. 
The number of sedes victories is tfivraedtqr the number of series played and the total muftipBed ty 20. The total consists of the home average plus die 
amy average phis the bonus paints. Series must consist of at feast two games. Drawn matches In which more than a thW of me playing hours are washed 
out ao or more hours or five or more sessions; are not coumed. 



Test series results since 1994/95 season' 


Season 

Tests 

Home 

. Away 

Series'. 

Rasutt 

1995*96 

3 

AUSTRALIA 

PAKISTAN 

Australia 

.. .2-1 ‘ 

1995196 

3- 

. . . INDIA .. 

NEW ZEALAND 

.. India' 

• 1-0- 

199596 

3 

PAKISTAN 

SR) LANKA 

Sri tanka 


1995 

6 

ENGLAND 

WEST INDIES 

- Drawn 

2-2 : 

1994/95 

4 

WEST INDIES . 

AUSTRALIA 

. Australia 

.2-1" 

1994/95 

2 

NEW ZEALAND 

5RJLANKA 

Sri Lanka 

' 1-0 

1994/95 

2 

NEW ZEALAND 

• WEST INDIES 

•Wert Indies. 

1-0. 

1994/95 

3 

ZIMBABWE 

PAKISTAN- 

PaWsran . 

2-1 

1994/95 

5 

AUSTRALIA 

ENGLAND • 

Australia 

: 3-1 : 

1994/95 

3 

SOUTH AFRICA 

NEW ZEALAND 

. South AJHca 

■2-1 

1994/95 

3 

INDIA 

WEST. INDIES 

Drawn 

1-1 

1994/95 

3 

ZIMBABWE 

SRI LANKA 

Drawn 

• 0-0 

1994/95 

3 

fttMSTAN 

AUSTRALIA 

Pakistan 

1-0- 

1994/95 

3 

SRI LANKA 

BWISTAN 

Pakistan 

' 2-0 


i 
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Seles set to revive Grand SI am momentum 

. -i Hn mv expenses, an' 


Monica Seles, in common with 
many, is about to return to work 
after being laid low with a virus. 
She is in excellent spirits, how- 
ever, having journeyed to Aus- 
tralia, a country where she has 
experienced nothing but success 
and happiness. 

The Australian Open was the 
setting for the last of Seles's eight 
Grand Slam triumphs before 
she was stabbed in the back in 
Germany in April 1993. Her vic- 
tory against Steffi Graf extend- 
ed a perfect record in Melbourne 
to 21 matches, completing a hat- 
trick of Australian Open titles. 

She recalled the occasion 
with particular pleasure,' re- 
membering it as the Gist time she 
felt comfortable being the world 
No 1, and expressed delight 
and relief to be back. “I'm very 
excited because even about two 


weeks ago 1 wasn't sure 1 was go- 
ing to be able to make it." said 
Seles, who will acclimatise for the 
main evcnL, which starts on 15 
January, by competing in Sydney 
for the first lime next week. 

Seles's enthusiasm is 
matched by the Australian 
Open organisers, who rely heav- 
ily on her participation, having 
lost Graf to injury for the sec- 
ond consecutive year. The Wim- 
bledon champion, who shares 
the No 1 ranking with Seles, has 
undergone foot surgery. Seles 
has had numerous health prob- 
lems since their epic United 
States Open final in September. 

U 1 had a great US Open and 
I wanted to keep continuing that 
momentum, and it was just 
frustrating not to be able to fin- 
ish the year off," Seles said. The 
virus compounded her riou- 


John Roberts talks to the joint No 1 in women’s tennis, who 
is finally free of injury and preparing for the Australian Open 


bles after she tore ankle liga- 
ments while endeavouring to 
cope with a knee injury which 
has bothered her since training 
for her comeback last July. 

“1 started feeling very weak, 
too tired to do anything, and 1 
had to go to hospital one lime." 
she said. “They did Wood tests 
and I've been on antibiotics.” 

None the less, Seles is prepar- 
ing to mop her brow, tape her 
ankles, wear shoes with rein- 
forced soles to protect her knees 
od the hard courts, and face the 
challenge of playing for a solid 
month. “I have never done that 
before and I'm a little nervous 
about it, but I'm going to see 
how it works,” she said. 


“It will be quite a lest 1 
think, fitness-wise and menial- 
ly. also. I’m nervous because I'm 
going from Auslralia, where 
it's summer, to Japan, when; it's 
going to be cold and it's indoors 
and on synthetic grass. Thai will 
be a tough adjustment. 

“1 wanted to try it because a 
lot or times in the past 1 would 
play one week and then have 
one week off and then play one 
week, and it would never give 
me enouoh time to work on any- 
thing. So let's just iry this and 
see how it goes. My dad is not 
in loo big agreement with iu but 
1 11 try it for one time and if it 
doesn't work. I will readjust ray 
schedule." 


Keen to sharpen her match 
fitness, the 22-year-old Seles has 

two particular goals in mind; 
Wimbledon - “the one Grand 
Slam 1 haven't done well in” - 
and making her debut at the 
Olympics, in which she hopes to 
represent the United States. I 
can't wait for the owning-day 
ceremonies," she said. “That's 
the main thing, just being there 
and watching a few other ath- 
letes and being in the stands and 
cheering for them." 

Her thoughts are stretching 
four years beyond Atlanta, how- 
ever. “Hopefully, while I’m in 
Sydney I'll be able to see some 
of the sights.” she said. “They're 
preparing for the next summer 


Olympics. I'm looking forward 
very much to both of them. 

Hating won $7.8m (£5-2xn) in 
official prize-money alone, m 
spite of being out of the game tor 
27 months after the stabbing, be- 
les can afford to adopt a 
Corinthian approach. In ex- 
pressing opposition to the Aus- 
tralian Open's decision to 
abandon equal prize-money, ex- 
cept in the case of the singles 
champions, she said: *1 do hope 
that they’ll change that, because 
1 don’t think it's fair- But I would 
still play tennis, even u there 
would be no prize-money at all. 

She was asked if she look a 
greater interest in her financial 
affairs than Graf, whose fa- 
ther/manager. Peter, a accused 
of evading tax on his daughter s 
earnings. Seles explained that 
her finances are handled by her 


^ent!,-'Idomyexpcns«._Md 

Sd-BSfwhcn you put your 

^nature on tax returns, you 

S? to know what you wag- 
ing; all of us, not just 

I mink after 

know what's going on for rater 
K vour lie. after you stop 

^^he^rWeCUhat she began to 
learn about irawlairang^®!* 

from the age of «■*«**£ 
is evidence to suggest that sue 
5£i!qpt track Of her income 

from an early age. 

Shortly after turnmg profes- 

sional at the age of 15 jfl 

Seles visited a tournament 
fice and thanked the organises. 

wSenshedidnotl^ye.^was 

asked if she was waiting for her 

father. “No," she said, Im 
waiting for my cheque- ^ 


Stewart’s FI 
return to be 
sealed today 


Motor racing 

The three-limes world drivers' 
champion, Jackie Stewart, wffl re- 
turn to Formula One next year 
as the head of his son's upgrad- 
ed team .which wQl be backed by 
Ford and have serious world ti- 
tle ambitions. The new team, to 
be called Stewart Grand Prix, will 
be announced at a news con- 
ference at the North American 
International Auto Show in 
Detroit today. 

“It will be good to be back,” 
Stewart said. “I have not missed 
Formula One but now, with the 
involvement of Ford, 1 am in a 
position where I believe there 
is a good chance to succeed." 

Stewart, who won 27 grands 
prix in 99 races and claimed the 
world championship in 1969, 
1971 and 1973, has been out of 
motor racing for 22 years. 

However, the multi-million- 
aire has stayed in touch with the 
sport through his son, Paul, and 
his British-based team, Paul 
Stewart Racing, who have been 
successful in the junior -formu- 
las. Stewart Snr will return in 


1997, fronting a team backed by 
Ford and with a five-year plan 
to challenge Williams, Benetton 
and Ferrari. 

Until now, the Paul Stewart 
Racing team have only been in- 
volved m the British and Eu- 
ropean Formula Three and 
Formula 3,000 series. The step 
up to Formula One will be 
massive. Stewart Snr, who re- 
tired one short of his century of 
races in 1973 following the 
death of bis team-mate, 
Franqois Cevert, has been close- 
ly linked with Ford for many 

years, acting as a test driver and 
public relations adviser. 

Ford powered Michael Schu- 
macher to his first world drivers’ 
championship in 1994 when 
the German was with Benetton. 
Renault later replaced Ford at 
Benetton. 

Ford's backing of Stewart 
Grand Prix. may mean the end 
for the Swiss team, Sauber, who 
will lose the American compa- 
ny’s engines. However, Ford 
are determined to take on the 
front-runners in Formula One- 
and they haw chosen Stewart as 
the man to front their challenge. 


French driver killed 
in Sahara minefield 


Rallying 

A Frenchman involved in the 
Granada-Dakar Rally was 
killed vesterday when his lorry 
hit a mine close to the rally 
route in southern Morocco. 
Laurent Gueguen, who was 
driving a support truck for the 
Citroen team, was said to have 
veered from the route cleared 
through a minefield left after 
the 1976-89 war in the Western 
Sahara. The truck caught fire, 
trapping him inside. 

Gueguen’s co-drivers, Pascal 
Loudenot and Vincent Baudin. 
were injured in the accident, 
which completely destroyed 
their Mercedes .vehicle. They 
were reported to be in a satis- 
factory condition and flown back 
to Europe by air ambulance. 

The accident occurred be- 
tween Foam el Hassan and 
Smara, 157 kilometres into the 


Clemence 
plays down 
larger goals 

Football 

Ray Gemence yesterday cited 
Alan Shearer as a glowing ex- 
ample of why the sport s world 
ooreming body. Fife, should not 
increase the size of the goals to 
make football more aitractive- 
Ctenence, the former England 

dfiOflQRpr fit 


fifth stage of the 7.600km event 
The rest of the rally vehicles 
passed through the area, pa- 
trolled by United Nations 
troops, without incident 
More than 30 competitors 
and spectators have been killed 
in the race’s 18-year history. 

1 TODAY’S 
NUMBER 


100 


The number of miles 
Southend United wantirrv- 
po* %» rt as a limit on Christmas 
and New \fear fixtures in the 
Endsle'igh League to prevent 
excessive travelling by ptay- 
ets and supporters. 



Desert dra- g. JgSJg JSjgJdHH— in Morocco yester^Moo^ 


bad fall during the fourth stage of the 
Photograph; AP 




sport 

Saints in 
crisis as 
joynt is 
ruled out 

Rugby League 

DAVE HAD FIELD 

St Helens' key forward, Chris 
Jovnt, has lost his battle for fit- 
ness for tonight’s delayed Re- 
gal 'frophy semi-final against 
\Srrington. Joynt's shoulder in- 
jury has forced him to join 
Paul Newlove and Anthony 
Sullivan on the sidelines, al- 
though both he and Newloyc 
should be fit for the final on 13 
January if Saints can overcome 

their neighbours. . 

Better news for their coach, 
Eric Hughes, is that JoeyHayes, 
Keiron Cunningham and Apol- 
lo Perelini have all been passed 
fiL If the delay caused by the 
weekend's frost has helped 
Saints retail some of their in- 
jured pi avers, it has done noth- 
ing for V&nington. Dave King 
is “definitely out after breaking 
a bone in his hand and Paul 
Sculthorpe compounds a ctisk 
in the loose-forward position af- 
ter injuring his hip. also against 
Wigan on New Year’s Day. 

With Mike Wainwright al- 
ready ruled out and Kelly 
Shetford still recovering from a 
chest infection. Wire have prob- 
lems at the back of the scrum. 
The only certain starter in the 
back row, in fact, is the newly 
appointed club captain, Paul 
Cullen, whose leadership qual- 
ities could be badly needed. 

Another injury hit chib, Hal- 
ifax, have their newcomer from 
Auckland. Martin Moana, mak- 
ing his debut in their league 
match against Oldham tonighL 
Salford, who go to Widnes 
tonight and need just two wins 
from four remaining matches 
to clinch the First Division ti- 
tle, will be without Richard 
Webster, for the rest of the sea- 
son. Webster has broken his 
thumb. 


Cobner is 
Welsh 
favourite 

Rugby Union 


Terry Cobner, the former Wales 
flanker and captain, is favourite 
to be named as the Welsh Rug- 
by Union's new director of nig- 

^TfreWRU received around 
SO applications from all over the 
world for the £5 0,000-a- year- 
post, with the Australian Dick 
Marks among those believed to 
have made the shortlist. 

Cobner, who is on the teach- 
ing staff at Oundlc College, cap- 
tained Pontypool for 1U 
successive seasons. 

He won 19 caps for Wales, 
captaining them on their lour 
to Australia in 1978, and toured 
New Zealand with the 1977 
lions. 

Tony Gray, a former Wales 
coach, and the Swansea supre- 
mo Mike Ruddock are also un- 
derstood to be in the running. 

Wales’s outside-half Neil 
Jenkins has a broken collar- 
bone and will miss the in- 
ternational against Italy on 
Tuesdav 16 Januajy and may 
be absent for the Five Nations' 
Championship game against 
England at Twickenham on 3 
February. 


Kerly joins Richmond’s cause 

Hockey the Second Division, and Kerly 

- win team up with his fellow gold 
p . Kl>r i v a member of medallist, Steve Batchelor. “De- 
nKmni.'^nld medal lishted to be back,” said Keriy >-es- 


Britain’s Olympic gold medal 
team in Seoul, and a player afro 
has probably come nearer than 
anyone else in the sport to be- 


~ ' 

lighted to be back," said Keriy yes- 
terday, adding: “It's great fun to 
be playing with Steve again. We 
are both a bit slower than when 


lessens 

the National League 


Basketball 

nba:s*k» 

72: PManii 101 No* W 1 cw ”: 
Sam lC8WsSEipDr lift Hausjon J06 JfJSS 
100: Utarc 103 Dates 93; lntf.au 102 
ST; PhJafleWua 90 IA Latera 8a. 

EASTERN conference 

ATLANTIC DIVISION ^ L pet QB 

ar te=s £ 

{**£ *"■ % ie :L^ 

NmJermy 11 

Philadelphia S 23 -2M 

CENTRAL . 

TJ «n P.71 B 


ssiigassffsatw-n? 

H&jta 51r ZBTibaw* 172 (H Otangt> *1. R 

Kennedy 

Drags in sport 

The Bntsh Athletic Pederannlrave con- 

finked b (our-year ban on the shot put 
ter Guy Marshall, for drug-taWng. 
wLstaJI, a member of Hull Spnntfiead 
Harriers, was tested at an inter-area 
match in Birmingham last May. 


return to tne iNauonu 
when it restarts at the end of the 
month - in Richmond’s colours, 
writes Bill ColwilL 


3UIUUUU06 -w * _■ u 

01 ion, one place below Ricd- 
mond. have signed the New 
Zealander, Hymie GilL but are 


are always talking about im- 
proving techniques - and the 
w p nk are big enough if the teci^ 
nique of scoring is good enough- 
“You see great goals being 
scored and, just as important- 
ly, goalkeepers making great 
saves. If you make the goals too 

■ ■ a rtinh.nn 


. VGZTi, Zealander, nymie ^ *• 

writes BdJ CotwxU; unHkelY 10 be able to field South 

Tfrepr^g^rerjetiifi Graham, 

month, made hsltotNati^ for them at the start 

League appearance « f ^J^easan. due to business 

jg!S.^S5fgh5gSS has signed for Teddmgioii 

West Indies claim first victory 


India" 0 — 

Cleveland If 

Detroit — 

CftarKrtia 1* 

MBwaohM 10 

Toronto — — 3 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
MIDWEST DIVISION 
Houston—. jo 


ZJZS 3 -893 “ 

■i fi 12 .571 B 

ZJ5 12 .571 9 

__,15 14 .517 ID^a 

14 16 .467 12 

13 16 .4*8 

—.10 18 ^57 IS 

q a joo i7 
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Houston—. 2 '53 , 

SMtototeo a 8 -704 2 
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PACffIC DMSraN 

SeatiiO — 2. 

Sacnmmrio .. — — l 

[> Laker* ~l 


21 9 -700 

..-13 17 -433 W* 

S 20 28Bi2fl 

7 21 JSO M** 

5 £3 .167 17^3 


ssrrariifce ^thing 

S considern^ lengthening 
the goals by the diameter of two 
balls, around 50 centimetres. 

and increasing the height by the 

diameter of one ball. 

However, a Fife spokesman, 
Keith Cooper, warned: iwo 
major considerations may be 

Selming-finfl? that die 
whole cost of the exercise makes 
it prohibitive, and secondly you 
would have to sec how jeams 
react in any experiment. 


Cricket 

The West Indies finally sot off 
the mark in the World Senes 
with a 70-nm victory over an 
Lanka in Hobart, Tasmania, 
while Muttiah Muralitharan 
survived an examination of his 
contrwenaal howling tedmique- 
Richie Richardson s side 
recorded their first win m five 
matches since the limned-overs 
series started last month, after 
dismissing Sri Lanka for 124. 

Muralitharan, playmglus first 
game once being no-tolled sev- 
times for throwing during last 


month's second Test against 
Australia, claimed 2 for 46 as the 
West Indies scored 194 after be- 
inq sent in to baL Both sides now 
have two points fircan their one \ic- 
terv each- although they are well 
behind the leaders. .Australia. 

Shivnarine Cnanderpaul an- 
chored the innings with . / be- 
fore the West Indies lost their 
last seven wickets for 3 .t runs. 
Tight bowling and smart field- 
ing enabled them to keep Sn 
Lanka in check, the last bowler 
Otlis Gibson finishing with ? for 
42. while two run-outs con- ! 
tribuied to Sri Lanka s defeat. 


21 8 .724 

±7 9 .654 217* 

.16 16 500 

.13 U .481 7 

13 17 .433 8^ 


PiLrtUnii ..ia 17 

Boxing 

Scott Vlfelch is to defeml his wtorid Box- 

_ k ! — * — hwwv- 


on 26 January. His opfwnent is yet to 
be announced. 

Henry Wharton has a change of o^- 
nentforhis defence or the .European 
Q meMiuddtevvggtt title bi Ha Wax on 13 
gSTftSerTseill.er. of France.fi 
and is replaced by a former 
ciWpuon, Vincenzo NattfieOQ. 

castle cup (Owwni TWrti of fyn 
161 a* 

haa: 363 Natal K Rnrtwnn 
11^ 'an oaiioffsxal 17 run- 


Football 

Aston Villa have rearranged their two 
home Premiership matches postponed 
over Christmas and the new year When 
the Villa Pak pitch was unplayable. They 
will meet Liverpool on 31 January and 
Sheffield Wednesday on 6 March. 

Ian Rush marked his return from a car- 
tilage operation by sconng a late win- 
ner as Liverpool reserves went top of 
the Ponbns Lsa&ie with a 3-2 win over 
Derby last night. 

ffichardHaiLlheSouthaiT¥texidefend« 

has been banned for two matches af- 
ter passing 21 disciplinary points aid 
will niss the South Coast defry agairat 
Portsmouth m the child round of the FA 
Cup on Sunday. 

PREMIER AND FIRST WVISlOH SUSPEN- 
SIONS: Sendings ore L HendrtotAaoriWWl 

matth trem 6 Jan; A Bonwm icnaaea) J match 
fro7i3^-VJo«jaWrnWed^)2rrmr^!0 

foAow l Goman (Smte Cdyl 1 match tryn 6 
Jarr S Dads iLinm Twml 1 nwteh twn b m 

nvsKtes from 6 Jen: S Bartwr 

e9 ton 6 jarr C Caldonwod irottBiihemi / 

bn -vj«« 

matches ftont 6 Jan: DTdfflelSIirfl LW2rn»E 

as fram 6 m D 

6 Jam M Gray isuntetend) j 

lam B p—ne ftjed: Uwi MI ^ SP 

jan: 0 face* » iBoltOftJ 2 matcfi«rwn id Jau 

RHoB (SoutheflUFont tromB Ja^. V 

Jtaes ivffl sene a wur-matefl oan "Wiojan. 

tuesoats LATH RESULTS; me ?* * ^ 

3c?nerr«^m 0 SSS'SSs 


Wngitaand Fncltey 7 Oapro n 0- th * * 
taSly Lte«Ni FW OMrttt J * 1 * 

OAmbm oTWato FW 2 NewfflwnLFA 
CupTM^ niwwt Arsenal 3 WtmWedor J. Por v 
UmLnaSte Flrat 

DdhyT Lwraoo 1 3; Sh rfMd UM 
5 Oman l: Sheffield Wednesday 0 2. Seo- 

Mid DMUora Cowmy 1 HuddosSetd 2; Gtm- 
5?0 SS 0; M»OTMW My 0 Buckood 1. 
ThW Mrtelm K Buy 0 Scumhorpe 1. 

Ice hockey 

NHL cnca©> 5 Boston 25 Ca®uy lOTarniiaO- 


raytfeta 3 Ounftles 8: Soilnul 6 Uielmafbid 4. 

Motor racing 

Jearv Pierre Jabouille, the former grand 
prtx driver who devetoped a Formula One 


engine tu rcru^w, ~ ■ — 

of his contract and Peugeot have said 
mat it will not be renewed. 

Olympic Games 

North Korea has confirmed it will t3ke 
part in Atlanta this summer, complet- 
ing a foil line-up of 197 countries. 

no Chinese city has applied to bid. 

Pools 

BftflTENS: 11*1*1 

i sBsasssmfsas 

horn* WLOft. w mv> 

vemons rfarthOunwihWrdMdwKlsiDdsy 


tofmer En^end Under- 19 cncteteTWho 
had two years on Warwickshire's staff. 

Snooker _ 

LIVERPOOL VKTORU CHAIOTY CHALLBJGE 
(Munj FVrt mond: D Morrar MW N 
(Wd) 5-3; PEMOh (Eng) hi T Dra®i (Maltal 5-3. 

Tennis 

QAnR OPEN MEN’S TOURNAMENT (Data) 
Second man* I MuSWf tteu AGautenalC | 
6-3 6-3: AVomes IRomi K N huh (&«*1 7 b 
V LjRMm IS«?) M J !1£! 6-3. 

P Kama ttS Repi m M Such (Gen 6-3 b—. 

sass 

WHXtfDTde IAU5I Cr* I •‘HEJ'JSRSot 

U Saeo (Ger: 6-4 3-6 6-1, 
fiUnr-tinrll- *** Ell ~- L rr “ n ' R nw&b 163 * w 
f* jeraen IUE' and L o-4 6-2. 

umjav classic woMsrs TOUflfWMEirr Sn- 

at**, wscond mimt p L6h* Wrs) M j WjMM 1 

6-2 6-^: B Paulis lAuu bi P Snnvw 

6-3- k KKrtrendi iGp* W P (fasj 7-o 

7 A- I Knora- Peccrr- (I 5 *! M L Counoe raed 7 -j 
s Hack (Get! OS Fsm (W u Fi ^ 
irtwalttAOi-iiS (Gen 2-6 &-« 7-6; 3 Cacjc (USl 

me uapar) 6- 3 6- 3. DouMm. IW 

p—w. rapii mpd J Halwd-Dccuns fldl fcfl M WfflrW 

fla 

aid L Snviif ( Ausl tit I SfidM fltorrt ■ ^**3 
.usi t -6 6 - 3 . Second round: 
hsawciw iGerlttN 

■GB> 7-3 3-6 6 3 : 1 HFthenrapn t»W* 

Tor] iAuS 1 bt S rawo and L CntJfM ilu i-6 6-3. 

HOPHAN CUP [Perth. AUS) Croup A: Croatia 




Rugby Union 

Gloucester have signed the former Mid- 
lands Under-21 scrum-telf, Qrarte Mui- 
raine. from Moseley. Mulraine, 22, is a 


Rugby League 

7.30 unless stated 

HSGALTtMIW SeraWnat Si Helero v VW- 
nntson. 

srt^cartBiAirrcHAMPkwsHihH^ 

SrTStwn,. First 

Room v wahfifeki Tnmty, Wdnes v Saifcrt. 

Keigney CougHS v Rochtlale Homels 1 7 .451. 

Football 

KB FOOTBAILIEAGUE Carton TraphythlKl 

round: Eosom & EweO « Lewes <7.301. 

Other sports 

DARTS: Embassy iMoru Cnamncnyiip 'lafce- 
Bde Coisury Club. Frvnley Grceni. 
SNOOKER: LWW»: Vteoro Oemy ChaEengS 
inwrasmai Conference Ceroe. 


bt United BUtea 2-U Chanda Bubth OlSi P I 
Maiou iCroai 7-5 6-0; G Iwnswc ttna>m* 
Rehe&efg (US! 7-6 6-3; harnwe aM 

(Crow KReneoergaxl RiimfUSi 6^ 

B: Germany W Australia 2-1: A HuOerlGerj Bt 

H (AjsI E-3 61: M Sinner iG«i W ** 

nwtoteM 4-6 7-5 7* m 

Brad&leiAasi W Smner and Hu«r (Ge’i 7 6 
6 - 2 - 

V INDEPENDENT 


SKI 

Hotline 


BaDiefiiamihelawwtofindlhe 
best snow! 

aa 0891 333 110 

Acomls. up to ifate snow and weaibef 

reports from over 100 resorts in 

Europe and North Amaka by phone 
or tax. (For a tax report please use a 
phone attached to your fa madiine). 


France 

Austria 

Italy 

Spain & Andorra 
Bulgaria & Romania 
.North America 
Switzerland 
Scotland 


cancasaa »ftn«05oa rt 
atfOOBMC. 

rsitatiWKzzeaxnxturLCM 

SK1FAX 0897 300 330 
The Ski Facts 

os 0 ns sera za natofe to w to * 
RilMS 


13MB a K*» 

MDXiKnan 
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FIFTH TEST: Early loss of England captain’s wicket allows South Africa to capitalise on furious finale by Adams and Richardson 

Atherton slip 
has England 
on back foot 


Cricket 


DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Cape Town 
England 153 and 17-1 
South Africa 244 


It took a last-wicket stand of 73, 
between the oldest and youngest 
members of this South African 
side, to finally take Lhe day and 
possibly this fifth and final Test 
match, away from England. 

Only a week ago, Dave 
Richardson had not even kept 
wicket to Paul Adams, let alone 
batted with him. Yet together 
they combined to produce the 
highest partnership of the 
match so far to give their side 
a first-innings lead of 91; a 
lead that looked even more de- 
cisive when they took the prize 
scalp of Michael Atherton just 
before the dose. 

England’s knowledge, if any, 
about Adams’ cricketu 
prowess before this series • 


almost certainly have been re- 
stricted to his bowling. But if 
the tourists believe they now 
know everything about Adams’ 
bowling, they also know about 
his batting, too, and such a be- 
lated and unexpected assault 
from him and Richardson 
stunned the fielding side. 

The bowlers, who no doubt 
had been quietly applauding 
themselves for having worked 
their team back Into the game, 
suddenly seemed helpless as 
memories of the home ride's last 
stand of 72 in Durban came 
flooding back. ‘ 

On a pitch whose vagaries ap- 
pear to have eased under an- 
other day’s blazing sunshine, 
England, apart from the last 
hour, bowled about as well as 
could be expected. Devon Mal- 
colm, though, seemed to lack 
both fire and desire, a byprod- 
uct perhaps of his lack of crick- 
et in the middle. Both he and 
Angus Fraser have not played a 
first-dass march since the second 


Newlands scoreboard 


(Second day; Btgend mm too) 
BOLAND - PM Moo 153 <R A Smith 66, 
A A Donald 5-461. 

SOUTH AFRICA - Fbxt taring* 
(DwmUC44fcr2) 

G Nraten c Aswnon b Wattonstm 23 

058 rrtn. 99 bats. 3 ft***) 

□ J CUfean c Russel b Martin 62 

(204 m in, 134 belts. 7 toot) 

J N modes c tassel b Fraser 16 

fS9 min. 70 tefisj 

B M McMMsn run out (CM) 11 

(51 rim 29 brio. 2 (bus/ 
IHftABtwbMerM 7 


Oflrin. 65 0afc. 1 four] 
tD J RKhantson not out , 


054 1 
SMP 


.34 


min. 93 bate 5 fowsi 

MPoaockcSntthbWaMnon 4 

<13 <t*i. 24 betel 

A A Donald o Russell bGOrtc 3 

04 m(ns, 13 betel 

PR Adams crtchb Marin .23 

(67 trim. 38 balls, 3 UUS.1M 

Extras db22, nop. 23 

Total (461 min, 101 oven) ——244 
Ml (cant): 3- 79 (Hrsten). 4-125 {OAnan), 
5-125 (Rhodes). 6-144 (McMrtan). 7-154 
(Kites). 8-163 (POfcxW, 9-171 (Donald}, 
10-244 (Warns). 

BmGng Oort. 266-60-3 (nbl) (8-4-11-2. 
60-12-0. 3-0-130, 62-10-0, 40-14-1); 
Mafcabn 266660 163-110. 4-1-14-0. 


40-11-0. 2-1.20. 4-1-ia-Oh MMtkt 24-6 
37-3 P- 2-2-0, 6100. 6661. 40-2-1, 
50-161); . Fraser 17-10-34 J. (2000, 
62-80. 10-68-1, 200- 0); WaOdMoi 
163-38-2 (10-1-0. 61-8-1, 62-12-1, 
20-140 ). 

PrttfraM (second da# SO: 101 min. 23J3 
nn 100: 200 mn, 442 woo. Unde 106 
3 teuton) 53. Rhodes S) 47 mm. Tsc 
147-6 (Kaffs 7, Ricfiafriaon 2) 72 onn. l£Oe 
332 na*, 72JL ms . Now bate 84 om. 
1668. 200: 416 mn, 90.5 owe. tarings 
5.43pm. 

90: 157 ittov 113 bads. 7 fouo. 
RkhwdHMto 50c 143 Nn. 91 bait. 5 tan. 

ENBUMD -Second hataH 
*M A Atherton c (Wan toon b Donald— 10 
<20 min 15 bate. 1 ftuj 
A J Stewart not out ~A 


GO mm, 23 bats. 1 fax) 

ARC Fraser not out .0 

(9 mb. 6 baits) 

Eri o c (b2, nbl) 

Tori (for 1, 30 rah, 7 owre) 17 

Fate 1-16 Mtarton). 


l4-2-9-l(rdnj;PoHock6 
680 (nbl) (one speS each). 

D L Orchard and S 6 Rondel. TV 
KE 

Match mforea: C H Uojd. 


Tfcst in Johannesburg a month 
ago, something for which the 
poor weather and an even poor- 
er itinerary must be blamed. 

Yet even they would not have 
expected the kmd of treatment 
meted out by a teenager, whose 
off-the-mark shot of five - cour- 
tesy of four overthrows follow- 
ing a wild bit of fielding from 
Dominic Cork - was a run 
more than his previous highest 
first-dass score of four. 

With the second new ball still 
hard and shiny, it was a moment 
that seemed to inspire both 
Adams and Richardson into 
throwing the bat. Only Peter 
Martin of the five bowlers Eng- 
land threw at the pair in a des- 
perate bid to break through 
managed to escape punish- 
ment, and it was Martin who. 
eventually ended Arinins' spir- 
ited 29, when Graeme Hide held 
a brilliant one-bain ded diving 
catch at second slip. 

Until then, En gland had held 
the opposition to a lead of 
manageable proportions, par- 
ticularly after a sluggish after- 
noon session that saw South 
Africa add just 38 for the kiss 
of three wickets in the 25 overs 
bowled. In that time die odds 
England winning 
>pped from 6-1 at land) to 
9-4 by tea as England's bowlers 
applied the squeeze. 

It was a slow passage of play 
even by these teams' standards, 
coming as it (tid after a standard 
morning's cricket that saw 65 
runs added for the loss of one 
wicket: that of Gary Kirsten, 
caught by Atherton at mid- 
wicket after he pulled a short 
ball from Mike Wklkinson. 

Without Kirsten to act as 
sheet anchor, Daryil Cullman, 
who had played two delightful 
off-side shots off Cork to bring 
up his fifty, decided to take to 
the role himself. It was a mis- 



Fo i nt ing the way: Aflan Donald celebrates the dis missa l of IMBchael Atherton for 10 runs at Newtande yesterday 


-Photograph: Mike Hewitt/Allsport 


take and he completely lost his 
way, a situation that cost him his 
wicket as he edged one that 
bounced to Jack Russell. 

As catches go, it was fairly 
straightforward though one 
loaded with significance as it 
took Russell past Alan Knott’s 
record of 24 catches in a series 
for England- That was against 
Australia in 1970-71 over a sir- 
match series which, under Ray 
Illingworth's captaincy, Eng- 
land won 2-0. 

Four balls later, he snaffled' 


another as Jonty Rhodes played 
a loose shot away from his 
body. That brought in the local 
wonder boy, Jacques KaDis, 
who, taking his cue from what 
had gone before, remained al- 
most entirely strokeless for his 
seven which took 64 balls before 
he played across a straight toll 
fromMartifl- 

If anything, Martin bowled 
eve abetter than Cork had done 
the previous evening, getting 
both swing and bounce, and he 
finish ed with 3 for37. But despite 


his later mcfisaretkHxin the field, 
it was Cork who produced file 
day’s most brilliant display of 
fielding, when he ran ont Brian 
Mc Millan after a one-handed 
pki-rq) and throw from cover hit 
file aumps at the bovriei’s.end. 

The eighth wicket then feB to 
a smart catch by Robin Smith, 
diving to his left at short leg as 
Shaun Pollock aimed to heave 
Witfcmsan to leg. Allan Donald 
followed soon after the new 
bafl was taken, edging Cork be- 
hind to give Russell his fourth 


catAdf thfticmm^ B and hfe 27th 
of the sows, onp behind the 
world record held fcy Australia's 
Rod Marsh, set against England 
in 198^83. Tb hade a chance of 
beating it, Russell will be hop- 
inghis team can provide enough 
rum for the bowleij to weak with. 

Considering Rfchardsoa. his 
counterpart in tffs series, has 
only taken seve$ catches, it 
would seem to suggest England 
are dominating |ne bowling. 
However^ as we Imow this not 
to be thticase^ the disparity must 


have come about through the 
home side’s technical defi- 
dencies against swing bowling 
The England captain pos- 
sesses the best technique on ei- 
ther side. However, after a 
trying time in the field Ather- 
ton's judgement was found 
wanting as he followed a wide 
delivery from Donald. So far he 
is the man who has kept Eng- 
land in this series. Unless a suo- 
*068801 comes forward, these 
teams will be parted with South 
Africa taking the spoils. 
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ACROSS 

I Situations in which people 
overtook things? (7, 6) 

10 Ir’s necessary to bow, mov- 
ing forward and back with- 
out slipping (7) 

II Moulded, as it were, after 
fateful step's taken? (3-4) 

12 EaL out in the most ejrtrava- 
eam dubs (4) 

13 Gas found on old ship is ni- 
trogen (5) 

14 One filling stomach, effec- 
tively.’ (4) 

17 Pieces of armour, originally 
Etruscan, found in tombs 
C7> 

18 Big task, turning out lug- 
gage items (7) 

19 Donee in which poteen's 
drunk? (3-4) 

22 Church member isn’t excit- 
ed by royalty (7) 

24 Paid for meal (4) 

25 Sweet having cherry at each 
end? (5) 


26 Advantage in haring ac- 
count-book without znar- 

s*i 


29 Politician gains half of Aus- 
tralian state - one of the 
first out there? (7) 

30 Strip? Thai's about right, 
you U finish with nothing on 

31 Choose daring garment 
with hint of orange in - it’s 


very attractive (1 
DOWN 


2 Section of heart reveals 
t>pe of add’s been put in 
drank (7) 

3 Pbliticai activist translated 
part of Bible (4) 

4 Motorised vehicles in Sark 
got sequestered (2-5) 

5 Curious jumping seen when 
rugby forwards run around 
field (7) 

6 Priest turning up with a bit 
of Xmas decoration, sea- 
sonal (4) 


7 An inspirational piece of 

8 Government department 
shows alien an act of kind- 
ness (7, 6) 

9 Soldier's baton’s sfiver, we 
hear (5, S) 

15 Raised from the outset a 
vociferous cheer (5) 

16 Gimmick to restrict devel- 
opment (5) 

20 Everlasting tree flourishing 
on North American lake (7) 

21 Salesman turns up. intro- 
ducing the ul timate in surgi- 
cal dressing (7) , 

22 Mother intrinsically poetic? 
Just a little (7) 

23 Young swimmer in story fi- 
nally crossed river (7) 

27 Mem! kitchen item said to 
come from Somerset? (4) 

28 Support introduction or 
game (4) 
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local hero Seizes his moment 


If it is true that it only takes a 
moment to turn a Test match, 
then at Newlands yesterday af- 
ternoon that moment came 
immediately after the foil of 
South Africa's penultimate 
wicket 

At that point, they were 171 
for 9 and had made an awful 
hash of a perfect chance to put 
the match out of En glan d’s 
reach. The new local hero, 
Patti Adams, came to the wick- 
et to join Dave Richardson, and 
Mike Atherton promptly 
brought back Devon Malcolm 
to polish off the tail. 

It -was an entirely reasonable 
move. The 18-year-old Adams 
could never, in his ultra-short 
career, have faced a bowler as 
rapid as Malcolm, and Richard- 
son is known to prefer less 
bouncy opposition. Surely, now, 
h wcnUd atl be over in a few mm- 


Robert Winder watches the hot and bothered jurists lose 
their way as the hosts enjoy an unlikely last-wicket stand 


H 


tiles and England could return 
to the dressmg room in triumph 
having restricted South Africa 
to a meagre lead of 20 or 30. 

It did not happen quite tike 
that (here comes the key mo- 
ment). Adams squirted the ball 
wide of gully and set off for his 
first run in Test cricket with the 
warm applause of his home 
crowd echoing pleasantly in 
his ears. Hie applause turned 
into a sustained, jubilant roar 
when Dominic Cork, who un- 
til then had been (as usual) 
England’s man of the moment, 
picked up the ball and chucked 
it for four overthrows. 

By the time it clattered into 
the metallic advertising board- 
ings, the roar had turned into 


something like an ovation. 
Adams had begun his Tbst 
march- batting career with a 
five, and in an instant the at- 
mosphere changed. It was like 
someone unspnngmg a trap. 
The next four overs went for 26 
runs, with the crowd ol£ing 
every one of them. Three quar- 
ters of an hour later, with the 
score having advanced merrily 
to 240, we saw Pbter Martin, an 
away swing bowler, aiming a 
new ball at a side nine wickets 
down, at last find the outside 
edge of Richardson’s bat Phew! 

The ball flew at a lovely 

height to second slip, and and 

there was nobody there. The 
crowd bugged themselves with 
pleasure. It was a sign of how 


the momentum of 
the game had swung. Yet earli- 
er, Cork, Martin-ana Fraser had 
subdued the croWd with straight, 
nippy, patient bowling. There 
were only two bursts of New- 
lands noise worth shouting 
about The first was the usual in- 
comprehensible hysteria that 
accompanies Jonty Rhodes to 
the wicket (ft must simply be be- 
cause he is called Jonty .-if he 
was Frank Rhodes' it would 
never catch on). The ^ecend was 
the shout of relief ' that came 
when Brian McMillan (anoth- 
er local boy, Cape Tbiwn is home 
of the tag Mac) hoicked Eraser 
for four shortly before tea. He 
nearly took short-le&’s head off 
which made it extra! special. 


This followed a period of 
English supremacy that had re- 
duced the crowd to a bored slow 
handclap. Even the Mexican 
wave petered out into a Mexi- 
can ripple. Between lunch and 
tea South Africa scored 38 for 
the loss of three wickets, a trib- 
ute to England’s impressive ac- 
curacy and their own reluctance 
to play an aggressive shot 
Ail of this dissolved in a flash, 
as Adams went on to cementhis 
place in folklore. When Fras- 
er came back to staunch the 
flow, Adams drove him tike a 
No 3. Jack Russell set a new 
wicket-keeping record for Eng- 
land with his 27th dismissal of 
the series, but no one really no- 
ticed. Not for the first time (and 
probably not for the last). It was 
Adams who stole the lime- 
light, the thunder - indeed, 
everything that was going. 


Ginola’s father fosters scoring spree 


football 


Rung 

putting a block on his father's 
return to France after the hol- 
iday visit which has Spurred him 
to some of his best perfor- 
mances in a Newcastle shirt. 

Ginola Snr has spent a fort- 
night on Tyneside watching his 
son continue to captivate the St 
James’ faithful, and although, 
like his team, Ginola was over- 
shadowed by fellow French- 
man Eric Cantona at Old 
Urafford last week, the arrival 
of his father has coincided with 
the 28-year-old forward striking 
a rich seam of scoring form. 
Ginola had not sewed in bis 


first nine home games, but vi- 
tal long-range efforts against 
Nottingham Forest and Arsenal 
have helped propel Newcastle 
seven points dear at the top of 
the Premiership with a game in 
hand over Manchester United, 
their closest rivals. 

“My father has been here for 
two weeks and I've scored 
against both Forest and Arsenal 
in the home games he's seen," 
said Ginola. “I think ITI buy him 
an apartment in Newcastle.” 

Ginola’s goal from a 25-yard 
strike inside the first minute 
quelled any St James’ Park 
nerves on Tuesday night as New- 
castle took foil advantage of 
Manchester United's loss at 
White Hart Lane to edge dos- 


er to their first diampionsfaip in 


“After last week's game, 
when we didn’t ever get our 
game going, we were aD veiy up- 
set at the way we’d played and 
the result, " Ginola said. “It 
meant we had to beat Arsenal, 
because a draw wouldn’t have 
been any good for us. Bat now 
we have to feel very good, very 
confident” 

Newcastle's swaggeria victory 
was enlivened by the display erf 
Paul Kitson, signed from Der- 
by last season for £Z3m, to play 
alongside Andy Cole, Although 
Eteon scored 12 goals before an 
injury in April, he has foiled to 
wm back his place in the start- 
ing line-up. In Iris first sfort since 


then be proved a constant nui- 
sance to the Arsen# defence - 
the knee injury sustained by 
Steve Bould being testament to 
that- and linked Well with Les 
Ferdinand in attache. 

However, of pmtiaps equal 
importance for th£ rest of the 
campakn was the appearance as 
a miro central defender of 
Pfaffippe Albeit Th f Belgian had 
been told he would be out of the 
side for up to two months after 
suffering a swollen, i knee on the 
eve of the- Old Tinffard game, 
and even the Newcastle man- 
r, Kevin Keegan, conceded 
: precise nature of the injury 
was something oftamystery. 

. “Philippe's knee swelled 
back up last we$k," Keegan 


said. “We thought there was a 
floating body in it, and we 
were trying to get him to see 
the specialist. But the day af- 
ter the United game, a couple 
of days after it bad been 
drained, he felt great and I had 
no hesitation, especially when 
he said be felt better than he 
had against Forest.” 

Ginola concurred with the 
manager that Albert's pres- 
ence in the team could prove the 
key to title success. “So for he’s 


not enough 
for him to show alf his qualities, 
but for me he's an important 
player and if he’s not 100 per 
cent that’s a blow for us,” 
Ginola said. 
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